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TOWN  OF  GATES 

NAMED  IN  1813 
LAST  REMNANT  OF  OLD 
TOWN  OF  NORTHAMPTON 


This  historic  Monroe  County  marker,  located  at  the  Gates  Town 
Hall,  commemorates  the  creation  of  the  Town  of  Gates  on  April 
1,  1813. 

This  book  presents  the  story  of  People,  Places  and  Landmarks — 
all  part  of  the  history  of  the  Town  of  Gates  —  and  is  dedicated  to 
all  those  who,  down  through  the  years,  contributed  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  our  fair  town. 
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The  STAGE  Was  Set . . . 


The  stage  coach  was  chosen  as  the  emblem  of  the 
Town  of  Gates’  sesqui-centennial  celebration  because 
it  played  such  an  important  part  in  the  town’s  his¬ 
toric  past. 

By  1816  the  westward  trend  was  in  full  swing 
and  in  that  year  the  Buffalo  Road,  which  ran  di¬ 
rectly  through  Gates  Centre,  was  opened  as  far  as 
Batavia.  The  Lyell  Road  was  opened  shortly  after 
and  both  soon  became  the  regular  stage  coach  routes 
to  the  west.  Taverns  and  inns  did  a  thriving  busi¬ 
ness. 

Among  the  most  notable  of  these  was  the  How¬ 
ard  House  which  stood  for  nearly  133  years  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Buffalo  and  Howard  Roads,  and 
a  reproduction  of  which  is  incorporated  in  the  sesqui- 
centennial  emblem.  Eleazer  Howard,  for  whom  How¬ 
ard  Road  is  named,  built  the  Howard  House  in  1823. 
The  emblem  was  designed  by  Gordon  E.  Cole,  a 
resident  of  the  Town  of  Gates. 

The  first  tavern  in  Gates  was  built  of  logs  in 
1806  and  was  located  a  short  distance  east  of  the 
junction  of  the  state  line  (B&O  Railroad)  and  the 
New  York  Central  Railroads.  The  first  proprietor 
is  believed  to  have  been  William  Jameson.  Later 
Joshua  Beaman  was  proprietor.  Another  tavern  was 
erected  about  1823  on  Buffalo  Road,  a  mile  or  so 
to  the  west  of  Howard  Road  and  was  operated  by 
Lindsley  Sturgis.  In  1832  Chester  Field  opened  a 
hotel  on  Buffalo  Road  two  miles  east  of  Gates 
Centre.  Directly  north  of  the  centre  E.  Macauley 
opened  a  tavern  in  1844  which  was  later  made  into  a 
private  residence.  Still  another  tavern  was  built  in 
1844  at  the  corner  of  Howard  and  Lyell  Roads  by 
Robert  Currier.  The  brick  part  of  this  building  still 
stands  today  and  has  been  incorporated  into  the 
restaurant  and  hotel  now  known  as  Ackerman’s. 


HISTORY 


OF  A  TYPICAL  AMERICAN 
TOWN  .  .  .  RICH  IN  TRADITION 
BUILT  BY  THE  RESIDENTS 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  GATES 


Without  the  enthusiastic  interest  and  generous 
help  of  many  Gates  residents,  this  book  could  never 
have  been  written.  Many  thanks  and  deep  apprecia¬ 
tion  are  extended  to  those  pioneer  residents  whose 
recollection  of  an  earlier  Gates  helped  immeasurably 
in  compiling  this  history,  and  to  all  those  who  have 
loaned  manuscripts,  documents,  records  and  pic¬ 
tures. 

This  book  was  compiled  by  volunteers  who  have 
drawn  on  historical  records,  personal  interviews  and 
planning  board  studies  for  their  material.  Illustra¬ 
tions  are  symbolic  and  where  facts  were  not  always 
available,  poetic  license  was  sometimes  used  to  tie 
together  the  missing  links  in  the  chain  of  historical 
information.  It  is  an  exciting  story  —  as  factual  as 
possible  —  laid  in  a  land  of  rustic  beginning. 

This  history  is  dedicated  to  the  residents  of  the 
Town  of  Gates,  some  known  and  some  unknown, 
whose  contribution  through  the  years  to  the  civic 
and  community  life  of  their  town  has  made  it  the 
thriving  community  it  is  today. 
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On  the  occasion  of  the  Sesquicentennial  of  the  Town  of  Gates,  I  am 
delighted  to  extend  my  congratulations  and  best  wishes  to  all  your  citizens. 
Your  community  celebration  —  highlighting  both  the  cultural  and  historical 
traditions  of  Gates  —  will,  I  am  sure,  prove  most  rewarding  to  all  par¬ 
ticipating  in  this  memorable  event. 


With  every  good  wish  to  the  Town  of  Gates  and  its  citizens  for  a 
future  full  of  prosperity  and  progress. 

JOHN  F.  KENNEDY 


PRESIDENT 


FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Congratulations 

FROM  THE  GOVERNOR 
OF  NEW  YORK  STATE 

NELSON  A.  ROCKEFELLER 


I  am  exceedingly  happy  to  send  warm  greetings  and  congratulations 
to  the  people  of  the  Town  of  Gates  on  the  occasion  of  your  Sesquicen- 
tennial.  The  celebration  you  are  about  to  hold  on  this  significant  anni¬ 
versary  is  fitting  and  proper. 

You  have  much  to  be  proud  of  in  the  progress  that  your  community  has 
made  in  a  century  and  a  half.  It  is  interesting  to  recall  that  the  City  of 
Rochester  was  once  part  of  your  town  which  was  named  after  the  pic¬ 
turesque,  courageous  General  Horatio  Gates,  who  defeated  Burgoyne  at 
Saratoga.  But  you  have  many  things  to  be  proud  of  besides  your  historical 
background.  The  progress  achieved  in  150  years  is  what  might  be  expected 
from  a  community  of  live,  dynamic  Americans  such  as  those  who  have 
inhabited  Gates  since  it  was  founded.  It  reflects  also  the  vision  and  sound 
American  spirit  of  successive  generations  of  civic  leadership.  Gates  is  known 
today  as  one  of  our  most  attractive  neighborhoods. 

My  best  wishes  for  a  glorious  celebration. 

NELSON  A.  ROCKEFELLER 


GOVERNOR 


Congratulations 


FROM  THE  SUPERVISOR 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  GATES 


FRANK  F.  KIPERS 


If  I  could  speak  for  all  those  who  have  served  as  Supervisors  of  the 
Town  of  Gates  since  its  founding  in  1813,  I  am  sure  they  would  /eel  as 
do,  that  it  is  a  very  great  honor  to  be  Supervisor  of  this  progressive  to  , 
and  to  receive  the  trust  and  confidence  of  its  residents. 

I  feel  especially  fortunate  to  be  serving  as  Supervisor  during  this 
Sesquicentennial  year  when  the  gratifying  achievements  of  the  past  15U 

y Ca rS\y*erea  1 1  Gh a ve  reason  to  be  proud  of  our  fine  heritage  and  of  our  present 
town.  We  have  grown  from  a  handful  of  settlers,  braving  the  wilderness,  to 
a  thriving,  modern  town  and  will  continue  to  gain  in  stature  in  years  to 

come^n  ^  occasion  of  our  Sesquicentennial  I  should  like  to  extend  my 
very  best  wishes  to  every  resident  of  Gates  and  my  sincere  thanks  to  a 
those  who  have  devoted  their  time  and  efforts  to  making  this  a  successful 
Sesquicentennial  celebration. 


SUPERVISOR 
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Con  gra  tula  tions  ! 


The  Rochester  Gas  and  Electric  ex¬ 
tends  heartiest  congratulations  to 
the  Town  of  Gates  on  the  occasion  of 
its  Sesqui-Centennial,  marking  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  of  steady 
growth  and  progress. 


Today,  Gates  is  a  pleasant  place  to 
live  in — a  pleasant  place  in  which  to 
do  business.  The  whole  Rochester 
area  should  take  pride  in  this  friendly 
neighbor. 

We  at  the  R.G.  and  E.  are  particu¬ 
larly  happy  to  have  served  this  com¬ 
munity  for  so  many  years! 
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The  Gates  Sesquicentennial  Celebra¬ 
tion  Committee,  Inc.  was  formed  to  or¬ 
ganize  and  manage  the  celebration  ac¬ 
tivities  commemorating  our  Town’s 
150th  anniversary.  The  preparation  of  the 
celebration  program  (see  back  page)  and 
the  publication  of  the  historical  book 
are  designed  to  provide  an  interesting 
and  entertaining  program.  The  commit¬ 
tee’s  purpose  was  to  inspire  residents  of 
our  town  to  an  awareness  of  their 
heritage  and  to  develop  a  continuing 
program  to  keep  alive  this  re-vitalized 
civic  pride.  The  committee  is  a  non¬ 
profit  organization,  and  any  revenue 
derived  in  excess  of  expenses  will  be 
made  available  to  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  for  future  programs. 

The  Committee  wishes  to  express 
sincere  appreciation  to  the  many  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  town  who  have  given  so 
generously  of  their  time  and  energy  in 
helping  to  plan  this  celebration. 


FRANK  F.  KIPERS 

Honorary  Chairman 


COSTANZO  J.  CARUSO 


CO-CHAIRMEN 


NELSON  DENNIS 


j 


NEIL  BUBEL 

Legal 


MRS.  ANGELO  MORTICELLI 

Recording  Secretary 


GORDON  E.  COLE 

Public  Relations 
Historical  Book  Design 


MRS.  GORDON  E.  COLE 

Co-author  Historical  Book 


HARRISON  KELLY  ANTHONY  QUATTRONE 

Historical  Book  Parade 

Advertising 


THEY  BURNED  THE 
MIDNIGHT  OIL 

To  these  chairmen  of  our  Sesquicentennial  com¬ 
mittee  we  extend  our  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation 
for  the  many  hours  of  time  and  effort  that  went  into 
the  planning  of  the  150th  anniversary  celebration  of 
the  town  of  Gates. 


WILLIAM  ELSER 

Treasurer 


MRS.  LYLE  THOMAS 

Historian  and  Co-author 
of  Historical  Book 


REGIS  MOONEY 

Revenue 


HAROLD  BEAM 

High  School  Co-ordinator 
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TOP  PHOTO  M*mb*M  of  *h*  Golei  Town 
Board.  I#f  l  to  right  —  Co*tanio  Coruio, 
Councilman.  William  Forboc.  Councilman. 
Mrt  Mary  Murray,  Councilwomon;  Fronk  F. 
K  i  p*  r  v,  Suporviior,  Nolcon  Donniv,  Council- 
mon 

MIOOlE  PHOTO  Dedication  ceremonies  at 
Town  Moll.  April  1.  1963 

BOTTOM  PHOTO  Councilwomon  Mory  Mur- 
roy  ond  Supervisor  frank  Kipers  disploy 
the  Town  Flog 


APRIL  1,  1963 

Sesquicentennial 

DEDICATION 


As  befitting  a  town  which  through  the  years  has 
grown  and  prospered,  which  has  developed  an  ex¬ 
cellent  school  system,  and  an  enviable  record  as  a 
progressive  community,  the  Town  of  Gates  at  a  cere¬ 
mony  held  April  1,  1963,  adopted  an  official  flag, 
seal  and  colors.  The  flag,  which  was  raised  for  the 
first  time  at  the  ceremony,  and  which  now  flies  in 
front  of  the  Town  Hall,  is  blue  and  gold,  adopting 
its  colors  from  the  United  Nations.  The  seal  signi¬ 
fies  the  growth  of  Gates  and  the  county  (two 
acorns),  and  the  manner  of  growth — the  evolution  of 
Rochester  and  other  towns  from  Gates  (“County 
Cornerstone”).  Both  the  seal  and  the  flag  were  de¬ 
signed  by  Richard  Ramsauer,  art  instructor  at  Gates- 
Chili  High  School.  Historical  research  was  done  by 
Mrs.  Norman  F.  Murray. 


GATES 

SESQUICENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION  DAYS 

AUGUST  8,  9,  10,  11,  1963 

Part  of  our  sesquicentennial  celebration  is  the  fun 
of  turning  the  clock  back  150  years  to  re-live  for 
a  few  days  the  lives  of  the  pioneers  who  founded 
our  town.  The  men  in  beards  —  the  ladies  in  old 
fashioned  gowns  —  the  stocks  —  the  old-time 
policemen,  all  serve  to  bring  back  memories  of  the 
nostalgic  past.  “You  were  there”. 


Her*  it  the  crack,  immaculately  uniformed  tquod  of  "Keyttono" 
Copt"  who  enforce  law  and  'ditorder'  during  the  tetquicen- 
tennial  celeb, ation 


Culprift  who  ditobey  teiquicentennial  law  end  up  like  thit  — 
in  the  tlockt. 


A  great  attraction  during  celebration  dayt  —  the  Town  of 
Octet  “Kangaroo  Court",  complete  with  jail  and  ttockt 


Town 


Gates 


Sesoui  Centennial 
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The  “Judge"  administers  sesauicentenniol  low 


TOWN  OF  GATES  MEMORIAL 
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GATES  SESQUIBELLES 

These  lovely  Town  of  Gates  SesquiBelles,  wearing  the  finery  of  by-gone 
years,  set  the  style  for  Sesquicentennial  Celebration  Days. 

With  the  SesquiBelles  is  Oscar  A.  Haase,  who  is  wearing  the  same  suit  in 
which  he  came  to  Gates  50  years  ago. 
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DAY  PARADE  ★  1963 


GATES  “BEARDED  BROTHERS” 


No  finer  crop  of  whiskers  than  those  worn  by  the  loyal  “Bearded  Brothers” 
of  Gates,  could  be  found  even  in  great,  great  Grandad’s  day.  They  put 
The  Smith  Brothers  to  shame. 


Yes,  (he  buildings  we  erect  today  and  those  planned  for  tomorrow,  will 
become  part  of  the  history  of  the  Town  of  Gates  in  years  to  come. 
Farash  Construction  Corporation,  builders  of  the  new  Prudential 
Insurance  Building  at  2115  Chili  Avenue,  extends  congratulations  to 
the  Town  of  Gates  on  its  150th  anniversary.  We  are  proud  to  have  had 
a  part  in  the  continuing  business  growth  of  Gates,  and  extend  thanks 
to  Town  Officials  for  their  gracious  cooperation,  and  to  the  Prudential 
Insurance  Company  for  their  confidence  in  us. 


GENERAL 

HORATIO 
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HISTORY 

THE  TOWN 
OF 

GATES 


PROLOGUE  ....  1808 

It  was  getting  on  toward  4  o’clock  and,  although 
it  had  been  an  unusually  warm  day  for  March,  the 
air  had  grown  chilly  as  the  sun  disappeared  behind 
the  trees.  Abel  Rowe  straightened  up  from  the  pile 
of  logs  he  had  been  splitting  and  rubbed  his  cold 
hands  together. 

“That  would  do  for  today”,  he  decided.  “Besides 
it  was  almost  supper  time  and  there  was  to  be  a 
meeting  tonight.  He  would  have  just  time  enough 
to  wash  up,  eat  his  dinner  and  get  to  the  meeting.” 

He  could  see  the  smoke  rising  from  the  chimney 
of  his  cabin  as  he  walked  toward  the  clearing,  now 
covered  by  a  blanket  of  snow.  As  he  walked,  he 
thought  about  how  the  feeling  had  been  growing 
among  the  people  of  the  town  that  the  time  had 
come  to  adopt  a  new  name  for  this  last  portion  of  the 
Town  of  Northampton.  Three  other  towns  had  re¬ 
cently  divided  themselves  from  Northampton  and 
were  now  distinguished  as  Murray,  Parma  and  Riga, 
and  it  seemed  high  time  that  what  was  left  of  old 
Northampton  be  dignified  by  a  name  of  its  own. 

“He  for  one,  was  in  favor  of  it.  He  would  vote 
‘yes’  at  the  meeting  tonight  and  he  hoped  all  the 
others  would  too.” 

He  was  still  mulling  over  what  a  suitable  name 
might  be  when  he  reached  his  cabin  and  found  sup¬ 
per  waiting. 

*  *  * 

It  must  have  been  at  such  a  meeting  that  the 
petition  requesting  the  legislature  for  permission  to 
change  the  name  of  our  town  from  Northampton  to 
Gates,  was  drawn  up.  And  it  is  likely  that  one  Abel 
Rowe  was  one  of  those  who  had  a  hand  in  this 
work,  for  he  was  among  the  town  officers  to  be  elec¬ 
ted  at  a  meeting  held  a  year  later  on  April  4,  1809 
at  the  house  of  Jeremiah  Olmstead. 

According  to  McIntosh’s  History  of  Gates,  the 
officers  were:  Supervisor,  Zaccheus  Colby;  Town 
Clerk,  Hugh  McDiarmid;  Assessors,  John  Williams, 
Thomas  King,  Richard  Clark;  Road  Commissioners, 
Matthew  Dimmick,  Moses  Clark,  Nathaniel  Tibbies; 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  Abel  Rowe,  Moses  Clark;  Col¬ 
lector,  Richard  Clark;  Overseers  of  Highways,  Thom¬ 
as  Lee,  Charles  Harford,  Fred  Rowe,  Erastus  Robert¬ 
son,  Ashael  Wilkerson,  Moses  Clark,  Nathaniel 
Jones;  Fence  Viewers  and  Pound  Keepers,  Abel 
Rowe,  Augustus  B.  Shaw,  Thomas  King  and  Samuel 
Latta. 

We  know  that  legislative  action  for  the  change 
of  name  was  taken  in  1808,  but  that  it  was  not  re¬ 
enacted  until  four  years  later  when  it  was  passed  on 
June  10,  1812. 


Chapter  122 
Laws  of  1812 

An  Act  {or  Altering  The  Name  of  The  Town 
Therein  Mentioned 


II  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the 
1st  day  of  April  next,  the  Town  of  North¬ 
ampton  (heretofore  so  called)  in  the  County 
of  Genesee,  shall  be  known  and  called  by  the 
name  of  Gates. 

The  name  of  Gates  was  chosen  in  honor  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Horatio  Gates,  American  Revolutionary  Officer 
who  received  the  surrender  of  General  Burgoyne  at 
Saratoga  in  1777,  and  who  died  in  New  York  State 
in  1806. 

So  it  was  that  on  April  1,  1813,  our  town  be¬ 
came  officially  known  as  Gates. 

In  1813  the  boundaries  of  the  Town  of  Gates 
extended  North  to  Lake  Ontario,  East  and  South  to 
the  Genesee  River,  and  West  to  Parma,  for  it  includ¬ 
ed  the  village  of  Rochesterville  (now  the  city  of 
Rochester)  and  the  Town  of  Greece.  It  was  not  until 
1817  that  Rochesterville  was  granted  separation 
from  the  old  Town  of  Gates,  and  the  Town  of  Greece 
was  not  established  until  1822. 

But  let  us  go  back  to  the  beginning — to  the  time 
when  the  first  white  settlers  arrived  and  Indians 
roamed  the  banks  of  the  Genesee  River. 

The  Westward  Trend 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  when  the 
westward  trend  began,  and  Gates  was  included  in 
the  large  area  extending  from  the  west  bank  of  the 
Genesee  River  to  Lake  Erie  on  the  west  and  bounded 
by  Lake  Ontario  on  the  north  and  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  on  the  south,  we  find  that  Massachusetts 
and  New  York  were  in  controversy  as  to  the  title 
of  this  land. 

It  was  through  the  Treaty  of  Hartford  in  1786 
that  Massachusetts  secured  the  right  to  sell  all 
lands  west  of  the  Pre-emption  Line  (a  division  line 
which  ran  north  and  south  across  the  state  at  Seneca 
Lake),  subject  to  the  title  of  the  native  Indians. 
The  land,  however,  was  to  remain  under  the  gov¬ 
ernmental  jurisdiction  of  New  York. 


In  1788  Massachusetts  sold  the  land  to  Oliver 
Phelps  and  Nathaniel  Gorham  subject  to  the  Indian 
title  which  Phelps  and  Gorham  were  to  secure.  This 
and  the  results  of  the  same  is  known  historically 
as  the  “Phelps  and  Gorham  Purchase”.  Phelps  and 
Gorham  were  to  pay  for  the  same,  the  amount  of 
one  million  dollars  in  Massachusetts  Consolidated 
Securities,  the  value  of  which  was  then  below  par. 
Preparations  for  the  purchase  from  the  Indians,  ex¬ 
plorations  and  surveys  were  made.  But  difficulties 
arose.  The  Indians  were  willing  to  sell  a  part  of  their 
land,  but  refused  the  sale  of  any  land  west  of  the 
Genesee  River,  alleging  that  the  stream  was  the  final 
boundary  between  the  whitemen  and  the  redmen. 
Oliver  Phelps,  however,  did  not  give  up  easily.  In  his 
opinion,  the  most  valuable  tract  of  land  in  the  new 
territory  was  the  portage  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Genesee  River,  including  the  navigable  waters  above 
and  below  the  falls. 

This  then  brings  us  to  the  story  of  Ebenezer 
(Indian)  Allen,  the  first  known  white  man  west  of 
the  Genesee  River,  a  cruel,  unscrupulous  and  sav¬ 
age  man,  who  mostly  made  his  home  with  the  In¬ 
dians  and  was  considered  by  them  a  friend.  Smooth- 
talking  Oliver  Phelps  convinced  Allen  to  persuade 
the  Indians  to  relinquish  their  rights  to  this  land  by 
offering  to  give  him  a  100-acre  tract  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  on  which  to  huild  a  mill.  Phelps 
painted  a  glowing  picture  of  the  many  white  fam¬ 
ilies  he  expected  to  settle  along  the  river.  Thus  the 
Indians  relented  and  gave  title  to  the  “Mill  Lot”,  a 
piece  28  by  12  miles  in  size  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Genesee  River  near  Lake  Ontario. 

The  Treaty  of  Buffalo  Creek,  dated  July  8,  1788, 
resulted  in  the  passing  of  title  from  the  Indians  to 
Oliver  Phelps  and  Company  of  2,600,000  acres  of 
land  lying  between  the  Pre-emption  line  at  Seneca 
Lake  and  a  line  running  due  north  from  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  boundary  to  the  confluence  of  the  Genesee 
River  and  Canaseraga  Creek;  thence  following  the 
river  northward  two  miles  beyond  Avon,  thence  12 
miles  to  the  west,  “thence  running  in  a  direction 
northwardly,  so  as  to  be  12  miles  distant  from  the 
most  westward  bends  of  said  Genesee  River  to  the 
shore  of  Ontario  lake”. 

On  November  8,  1790,  Phelps  and  Gorham  sold 
to  a  company  of  men  of  Springfield  and  Northamp¬ 
ton,  Massachusetts,  namely,  Ebenezer  Hunt,  Robert 
Breck,  Quartus  Pomeroy,  Samuel  Henshaw,  Samuel 
Hinckley,  Moses  Kingsley  and  Justin  Ely,  Township 
No.  1  Short  Range  which  contained  20,000  acres,  in 
consideration  of  600  pounds. 

Phelps  and  Gorham  could  not  keep  up  their  pay¬ 
ments  to  Massachusetts  due  to  the  rise  in  value  of 
the  consolidated  securities,  and  thus  relinquished 
title  to  Massachusetts  of  the  unsold  portion.  Massa¬ 
chusetts  in  turn  sold  this  portion  to  Robert  Morris. 

All  of  the  State  of  New  York  between  the  Gene¬ 
see  River  and  Lake  Erie  was  then  made  into  the 
Town  of  Northampton,  Ontario  County,  so  called 
Itecausc  six  of  the  seven  grantees  of  the  20,000  acre 
tract  lived  at  Northampton,  Massachusetts. 
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The  Pioneers 


It  was  into  this  country,  densely  wooded  and 
known  only  to  the  Indians,  that  the  first  few  white 
families,  contrary  to  Ebenezer  Allan’s  prediction,, 
began  to  trickle. 

It  is  believed  that  the  first  settler  was  Peter 
Sheffer,  who  with  his  sons,  Peter  and  Jacob,  arrived 
here  from  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania  sometime  in  1789. 
The  Sheffer  family  purchased  the  farm  land  of  Ebe¬ 
nezer  Allan,  who  moved  to  the  grist  mill  at  the  falls 
of  the  Genesee.  In  1790  Peter  Sheffer  Jr.  married 
Elizabeth  Schoonhover,  the  daughter  of  a  family  that 
came  in  the  spring  of  that  year  to  Dugan’s  creek,  a 
little  south  of  Scottsville.  Their  first  child,  Nancy, 
was  born  in  1793.  The  first  frame  dwelling  house  was 
erected  by  the  younger  Peter  Sheffer  in  1797,  the 
lumber  coming  from  Allan’s  saw  mill.  Nails  and  other 
iron  used  was  brought  from  Gfeneva. 

After  the  Sheffer  family  the  first  settler  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  was  William  Hencher,  a  refugee 
from  Massachusetts,  where  he  had  participated  in 
Shay’s  rebellion.  In  August  1791  he  came  to  the 
area  of  Long  Pond  where  he  built  a  hut. 

Then  in  1796  we  find  the  name  of  Gideon  King, 
and  Zaddock  Granger  who  came  from  Suffield,  Conn, 
and  to  whom  Oliver  Phelps  had  conveyed  six  thous¬ 
and  acres  of  land,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Genesee, 
about  four  miles  south  of  Lake  Ontario.  Although  it 
was  the  dead  of  winter,  the  King  and  Granger  fami¬ 
lies  set  about  building  several  log  cabins  on  the  high 
bank  of  the  river,  obtaining  the  lumber  for  the  roofs 
and  flooring  from  Allan’s  mill. 

These  then  are  the  first  known  white  men  to 
settle  in  the  Town  of  Northampton.  That  they  were 
of  courageous  stock  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in 
spite  of  the  bitter  weather  and  the  so-called  “Genesee 
Fever”  which  took  the  lives  of  many  of  the  early 
comers,  they  stayed  and  proceeded  to  form  the 
nucleous  of  our  town  government. 

The  first  town  meeting  of  Northampton  was  held 
on  April  4,  1797  in  the  home  of  Peter  Sheffer.  Josiah 
Fish,  another  early  settler,  was  elected  supervisor 
and  Eli  Granger,  town  clerk.  The  following  year  in 
1798  a  school  committee  was  formed,  consisting  of 
Mr.  Sheffer,  commissioner  and  committeemen  Josiah 
Fish,  Chapman  Hawley  and  Joseph  Morgan. 


Genesee  County  Created 

By  an  act  of  the  State  Legislature,  dated  March 
30,  1802,  the  original  County  of  Genesee  was  erected 
and  subdivided  into  four  towns,  Northampton, 
Southampton,  Leicester  and  Batavia.  Again  in  1808, 
the  Town  of  Northampton  was  divided  into  four 
towns:  Murray,  Parma,  Northampton  and  Riga. 
Gates  was  the  last  town  to  retain  the  name  of  North¬ 
ampton  and  as  we  know,  by  legislative  action  in  1808, 
re-enacted  and  passed  June  10,  1812,  it  was  named 
Gates  beginning  the  first  day  of  April,  1813. 
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Early  Crates  Settlers 

It  was  about  1800  when  settlements  began  to  be 
made  in  what  is  now  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
town  of  Gates.  John  Harford,  who  at  one  time  owned 
one-twelfth  of  the  town,  settled  just  east  of  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  Lyell  and  Spencerport  roads,  where  he 
built  a  house,  cleared  the  land,  and  sowed  the  first 
grain  to  be  harvested  in  this  area.  About  that  time 
Isaac  Ray  cleared  ground  in  the  woods  for  a  large 
farm  east  of  Gates  Centre.  Isaac  Dean,  who  came 
shortly  after,  and  who  must  have  been  an  enterpris¬ 
ing  gentleman,  realized  the  need  for  a  saw  mill  and 
established  one  in  1810  about  one  mile  south  of 
Gates  Centre. 

About  1810  William  Hinchey,  for  whom  Hinchey 
road  was  named,  and  whose  decendents  still  reside 
on  the  original  Hinchey  farm,  settled  south  of  Gates 
Centre.  Here  he  built  the  first  clapboard  house  in 
Gates.  It  is  more  than  likely  that  Mr.  Hinchey  had 
a  say  in  the  naming  of  our  town. 

During  the  western  boom,  Mr.  Hinchey  sold  his 
farm  to  the  Frost  Nursery  Company  and  with  his 
wife,  Lucy  Ann,  moved  to  Michigan.  Their  son, 
Franklin,  born  in  1828,  remained  in  Gates,  attend¬ 
ing  school  here  and  later  went  to  Riga  Academy  and 
Albany  State  Normal  Schools.  It  was  through  Frank¬ 
lin  Hinchey  that  the  farm  came  back  to  the  family. 
After  being  employed  as  superintendent  of  the  nurs¬ 
ery  company  for  a  year  or  more,  he  borrowed  $500.00 
and  made  the  first  payment  on  a  parcel  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  homestead.  Later  he  acquired  the  balance  and 
before  he  died  in  1912,  he  had  over  300  acres  which 
he  operated  with  his  son,  William,  as  a  Holstein  cat- 
the  farm.  For  50  years  Franklin  Hinchey  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Law  Department  of  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad  as  Land  and  Tax  Agent  and  trav¬ 
eled  frequently  to  and  from  New  York.  The  New 
York  Central  trains,  crossing  Howard  Road,  nearby, 
stopped  for  the  single  passenger,  going  and  coming. 

Franklin  Hinchey ’s  son,  William,  now  in  his  90th 
year,  still  resides  in  the  century-old  farmhouse  with 
his  son  Harmon  and  his  family. 

The  list  of  pioneers  continues  with  the  names  of 
Samuel  and  Daniel  Gilman,  John  Courtright,  Charles 
and  Abraham  Harford,  Augustus  Shaw,  John  Van- 
Sickle,  Ansel  Griffin,  who  was  elected  constable  in 
1810.  There  was  Philip  Lyell,  for  whom  Lyell  road 
was  named,  Thomas  Jameson,  David  Frink,  Lowell 
Thomas,  the  Bartlett  family,  Calvin  Hill,  Luther 
Hill,  Daniel  Muringer,  Jeremiah  Knapp,  Asael  Bent- 
ly,  Simon  Hunt,  Amasa  Kellogg,  Asael  Ainsworth, 
Chauncey  Dean,  who  purchased  Isaac  Dean’s  saw¬ 
mill,  Spencer  Woodworth,  Humphrey  Hart,  William 
VanSlyke,  Gideon  Baker,  Samuel  Hart,  Lindsley 
Sturgis,  Joel  Wheeler,  Samuel  Weibert,  Daniel  Loom¬ 
is,  William  Booth,  and  Eleazer  Howard,  proprietor 
of  the  Howard  House  Tavern  which  stood  for  over 
one  hundred  years  at  the  corner  of  Buffalo  and  How¬ 
ard  roads.  Ira  Waite  kept  the  first  store,  though  the 
date  it  opened  is  unknown.  The  first  birth  recorded 
in  the  town  was  that  of  a  daughter  to  Ezra  Mason, 
in  1818,  though  there  must  certainly  have  been  other 
unrecorded  births  long  before  that  date. 

In  1820  another  of  the  men  who  was  destined  to 
shape  town  affairs,  and  whose  descendants  still  live 


in  Gates,  came  here  from  Vermont,  while  still  a  boy. 
This  was  Chester  Field,  whose  son,  Reuben  L.,  after 
a  brief  residence  in  Michigan,  returned  to  Gates  to 
spend  the  rest  of  his  life  here  and  to  serve  as  Town 
Supervisor  for  seven  years.  He  married,  first,  Fannie 
Munn,  who  died  the  following  year,  leaving  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Fannie  M.  Seven  years  later  he  married  Ella  F. 
Armstrong.  They  had  three  children,  Mary  (Chase), 
Aristine  (Dodd),  and  Chester,  all  of  whom  are  still 
living.  Chester  Field  has  lived  in  Gates  all  of  his  life 
and  resides  on  Crestwood  Blvd. 

It  took  courage,  a  staunch  faith  in  God  and  a 
spirit  of  adventure  for  these  early  pioneers  to  jour¬ 
ney  with  their  families  to  the  unknown  West,  and  it 
is  to  them  that  we  owe  the  existence  of  our  Town  of 
Gates. 
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Formation  of  Monroe  County 


It  was  early  in  the  year  1817  that  a  committee 
was  formed  to  make  application  to  the  state  legis¬ 
lature  for  a  charter  incorporating  the  Village  of 
Rochesterville.  Colonel  Nathaniel  T.  Rochester,  for 
whom  Rochester  was  named,  and  one-time  super¬ 
visor  of  the  Town  of  Gates  (1830-32)  went  to  Albany 
and  presented  the  same  to  the  legislature.  The  act 
incorporating  the  Village  of  Rochesterville  was 
passed  on  March  21,  1817  and  the  village  was  called 
Rochesterville  until  1822  when  the  village  name  was 
changed  by  law  to  Rochester.  Rochesterville  was 
comprised  of  665  acres  of  land  and  water  west  of  the 
center  line  of  the  Genesee  River,  then  a  part  of  Gen¬ 
esee  County.  This  included  the  100-acre  tract  and 
200  acres  of  Frankfort,  a  settlement  at  the  Main 
Falls  a  half  mile  north  on  the  west  bank,  and  addi¬ 
tional  land  for  expansion  north,  south  and  west,  all 
from  the  Town  of  Gates. 

In  1823,  however,  Rochester  annexed  approxi¬ 
mately  257  acres  of  land  east  of  the  river  from  the 
Town  of  Brighton.  Thus  the  village  was  divided  by 
the  Genesee  River  and  lay  in  two  separate  counties, 
Ontario  and  Genesee.  It  was  due  to  this  fact  and  be¬ 
cause  of  the  rapid  growth  of  trade  in  Rochester  that 
anxieties  grew  to  form  a  new  county.  So  it  was  on 
February  23,  1821,  that  the  bill  was  approved  by  the 
state  legislature  erecting  a  new  county  by  the  name 
of  Monroe  (for  James  Monroe,  5th  President  of  the 
United  States)  from  part  of  Ontario  and  Genesee 
Counties.  Gates,  Brighton,  Ogden,  Parma,  Clarkson, 
Henrietta,  Mendon,  Pittsford,  Perinton,  Penfield,  a 
part  of  Rush,  a  part  of  Sweden  and  a  part  of  Cale¬ 


donia,  were  the  towns  included  in  the  new  County  of 
Monroe. 

The  acquisition  by  Rochester  referred  to  in  the 
first  paragraph  was  a  beginning  for  Rochester  in  its 
series  of  annexation  of  the  Town  of  Gates  which  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  change  of  area  and  population  of  Gates 
over  the  last  150  years.  Of  course  the  erection  of.  the 
Town  of  Greece  out  of  Gates  in  1822  was  the  second 
annexation  of  land  from  Gates  which  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  more  than  half  its  original  limits.  By  a  third 
annexation  in  1834  Gates  lost  3.23  square  miles. 
Then  again  in  1843  Gates  was  reduced  for  the  fourth 
time  by  an  annexation  of  .12  square  miles.  Thus  we 
come  to  1850  and  another  annexation  by  Rochester. 
In  1874,  Gates  comprised  about  17,000  acres.  Later 
in  the  year  it  was  obliged  to  submit  to  its  sixth  an¬ 
nexation.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  town  line  ex¬ 
tended  as  far  as  the  direct  line  north  and  south  of 
Child  Street  with  a  jog  in  the  southeast  corner  to  in¬ 
clude  the  west  bank  of  the  River,  facing  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Rochester,  but  of  course  Rochester  an¬ 
nexed  the  most  populated  area  nearest  the  City.  A 
seventh  annexation  was  made  in  1891  but  despite 
this  fact  Gates  continued  to  grow.  The  eighth,  ninth 
and  tenth  annexations  were  made  in  1901,  1914  and 
1919.  By  this  time  the  Lincoln  Park  area  had  de¬ 
veloped  industrially  and  made  an  ideal  source  for  tax 
revenue  for  the  City  of  Rochester.  The  line  along 
the  Barge  Canal  then  became  our  town  line  and  the 
town  lines  run  thus:  we  are  bordered  on  the  north 
by  the  Gates-Greece  Town  Line  Road  and  a  portion 
of  the  Barge  Canal  and  a  line  to  Manitou  Road;  on 
the  west  by  Manitou  Road  and  a  line  due  south  to 
Westside  Drive;  on  the  south  by  Westside  Drive  and 
a  line  southeast  to  the  Airport  lands  and  along 
Brooks  Avenue  to  the  East  line  which  is  that  along 
the  Canal. 
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thru  the  years 


One  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  the  biggest 
problem  facing  the  Town  of  Gates  Supervisor  may 
well  have  been  how  much  bounty  to  pay  on  rattle¬ 
snakes.  In  1813  the  bounty  was  increased  to  12 
for  each  rattlesnake  killed  and  the  bounty  on  wolves 
was  raised  to  $10.00.  In  the  diary  of  Joseph  Sibley, 
who  settled  in  Rush  about  1806,  we  find  an  account 
of  a  general  wolf  hunt  in  the  regions  of  Gates,  Chili, 
Wheatland  and  Caledonia.  This  took  place  in  1815 
and  he  described  it  as  follows: 

“The  inhabitants  of  the  whole  region  turned  out 
and  surrounded  all  the  swamps;  sounded  horns, 
tired  guns,  hallooed,  shouted  and  raised  a  din  of 
discordant  sounds.  Many  deer,  bear  and  foxes 
were  killed.  .  .  wolves  fled  and  after  that  there 
were  but  few  seen  in  this  region.” 

Maybe  this  did  the  trick  because  in  1816  the 
town  officials  voted  “that  all  laws  authorizing  a 
bounty  upon  rattlesnakes,  black  birds,  and  all  other 
birds  and  quadrupeds  be  repealed.” 

Actually,  as  we  read  through  the  minutes  of 
early  town  board  meetings,  it  becomes  apparent  that 
our  town  fathers  did  a  pretty  good  job  of  shaping 
policies  of  government.  They  had  no  precedent  to 
go  by  and  had  to  solve  each  problem  as  it  arose  the 
l>est  way  they  knew  how. 

One  of  their  first  concerns  was  public  health. 
And  from  a  document  entitled  “Orders  and  Regu¬ 
lations  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Health  for  the 
Town  of  Gates,  County  of  Monroe,  N.  Y.”  which 
was  issued  during  the  term  of  Edward  C.  Camp- 
l>ell,  Supervisor,  probably  about  1875,  we  have 
taken  the  following  excerpts: 

Buildings  were  to  be  “sufficiently  supported, 
ventilated,  sewered,  drained,  cleaned,  and  lighted”; 
"No  meat,  fish,  birds,  fowls,  fruit,  vegetables,  or  milk 
not  being  healthy,  fresh,  sound,  wholesome  or  fit 
for  human  food  shall  be  brought  within  the  limits 
of  the  Town  of  Gates  subject  to  a  $25.00  fine  for 
each  offense;  “Any  householder  in  whose  dwelling 
there  shall  occur  a  case  of  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever, 
Typhus  or  Typhoid  fever,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria 
or  Small-pox  shall  immediately  notify  the  health 
officer  of  the  same  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
officer  to  order  quarantine  of  the  sick  and  such 
disinfection  as  shall  be  needed  to  prevent  the  spread¬ 
ing  of  such  disease”;  the  Town  Clerk  was  to  “re¬ 
ceive  fifteen  cents  for  every  complete  record  of  birth, 
marriage  or  death  registered  by  him”,  and  the  town 
Health  Officer  was  “to  receive  $2.00  per  day  for  ordi¬ 
nary  business  and  in  case  of  Small-pox,  $5.00  per 
day”. 


Town  Board  meetings  were  conducted  in  homes 
of  the  members,  usually  the  Town  Clerk’s  until 
1940  when  the  Town  purchased  the  present  build¬ 
ing,  formerly  Lee’s  Tavern,  at  1548  Buffalo  Road. 
The  first  Town  Board  meeting  was  held  there  on 
February  14,  1940.  Early  meetings  were  conducted 
in  a  fairly  simple  manner  and  often  ended  with  the 
entire  Board  adjourning  to  inspect  some  trouble 
spot. 

In  1907  a  water  supply  district  was  established 
and  two  hydrants  were  installed,  one  on  Buffalo 
Road  and  one  on  Buell  Road.  A  five-year  contract 
was  entered  into  with  the  Rochester  and  Lake  On¬ 
tario  Water  Company. 

In  April,  1912,  property  owners  petitioned  the 
Board  asking  for  lights  on  streets,  avenues,  high¬ 
ways  and  public  buildings.  The  petition  was  ap¬ 
proved  and  the  request  granted.  In  1925,  residents 
of  Chili  Road  petitioned  for  a  lighting  district  and 
this  too  was  granted. 

In  November  of  1923,  $1240  was  spent  for  a 
tractor  and  plow  for  removal  of  snow. 


“Speeding  motorcars”  were  a  hazard  evert  in 
1911  and  in  October  of  that  year  residents  of  The 
Buffalo  Road  presented  a  petition  in  which  they 
“plead  for  protection”  from  these  vehicles.  The 
Board  appointed  two  constables  at  the  rate  of  $75.00 
per  month  to  “arrest  all  speed  violators  on  the  sev¬ 
eral  roads  of  Gates”. 

On  January  12,  1938,  William  Erbach  was  ap¬ 
pointed  the  town’s  first  part-time  plumbing  inspec¬ 
tor. 

Bus  service  cpme  to  Gates  about  1924  when  per¬ 
mission  to  operate  buses  to  the  Buffalo  and  Chili 
Roads  was  granted  to  the  Iroquois  Motor  Coach 
Lines.  Later  that  same  year  permission  was  given 
to  Iroquois  Indian  Trails  Bus  Line  to  operate  buses 
on  Howard  Road  from  Chili  Road  to  Lyell  Road. 
Currently  the  Rochester  Transit  Corporation  runs 
78  buses  daily  into  Gates  along  three  routes  —  Cole 
Avenue,  Miramar  Road  and  Chili-Hinchey. 

The  first  gas  lines  were  laid  in  the  town  in  1927 
at  the  request  of  Robert  Dingman  for  the  “Chili 
Avenue  Dingman  Tract”.  Electricity  for  private  and 
business  use  was  installed  in  the  town  about  1915. 

Previous  to  1921,  when  the  Rochester  Telephone 
Corporation  was  formed,  telephones  were  few  and 
far  between.  As  early  as  1906,  however  there  was  a 
privately  financed  telephone  line  which  served  four 
families  in  the  towns  of  Gates  and  Chili  —  John  F. 
Kennell  on  Beahan  Road,  South  of  Chili;  the  Lincoln 
Perry  Farm,  Beahan  and  Weidner  Roads;  James 
Roder  on  Weidner  Road  and  finally,  following  Paul 
Road,  wound  up  in  Chili  Centre  where  it  picked  up 
a  Dr.  Gandy  at  the  Paul  Road-Chili  Avenue  inter¬ 
section. 


"9  Years  of  Community  Service " 

HAUCK  REALTY,  INC 

Arthur  D.  Hauck,  President 
Elsie  Leathersich,  Office  Manager 

•  APPRAISALS 

•  NEW  HOMES 

•  COMMERCIAL 

•  INDUSTRIAL 

•  USED  HOMES 

•  RENTALS  and  LEASES 


ARTHUR  HAUCK  AGENCY 

Arthur  D.  Hauck,  Owner 
Jean  D.  Hauck,  Donald  Milligan,  Sub-Agents 
Elsie  Leathersich,  Office  Manager 

SPECIALISTS  IN: 

•  HOME-OWNERS 

•  AUTO  -  BOATS 

•  LIABILITY 

•  COMPENSATION 

•  FIRE  -  LIFE 

•  ACCIDENT  and  HEALTH 


6  HINCHEY  RD.  GATES 

BE  5-8331 

or 

BE  5-3891 


Budget  Terms 

6  HINCHEY  RD. 


BE  5-8330 
BE  5-3891 


"?7  Years  of  Community  Experience “ 


NOBODY  WANTS  TO  WAIT 


...  especially  when  there’s  no  traffic  on  the  cross  street. 
CHEKAR,  the  GRS  electronic  control  system,  checks  on 
all  traffic  approaching  an  intersection.  (It’s  done  with 
inaudible  sound  waves  -  no  hoses  or  treadles  to  bump 
over.)  A  small  computer  allots  the  “green  time’’  where 
the  need  is  greatest.  You  don't  get  the  red  light  when 
there's  no  reason  to  delay  you. 


FOR  THE 


LIGHT 


i  here’s  a  CHEKAR  system  controlling  traffic 
at  the  Buffalo  Road  -  West  Avenue  intersection. 
Counting  week-days  only,  it’s  saving  Rochester 
area  motorists  16,380  vehicle  hours  per  year. 
At  90 <f  per  vehicle  hour  (a  conservative  figure) 
that's  $15,642.00  per  year  -  money  that  can  be 
spent  for  more  useful  purposes. 


VEHICLE  TRAFFIC  CONTROL  DIVISION 

GENERAL  RAILWAY  SIGNAL  COMPANY 


ROCHESTER  2  NEW  YORK 


YOUR  ASSURANCE  OF 


FIRST  PRIZE* 

FIRST  PRIZE  PRODUCTS  ARE  U.  S.  GOVERNMENT  INSPECTED 

SoSin.  PACKING  CO..  INC.  •  900  MAPLE  ST.  •  ROCHESTER,  N.Y. 


A  COMPLETE  FURNITURE  STORE 


Quality  at  its  Lowest  Prices 


BECKER'S  FURNITURE 


1461  BUFFALO  ROAD 


ID  6-5129 


Everett  Kennell,  son  of  John  F.  Kennell,  who 
still  resides  on  Beahan  Road,  also  recalls  an  Inter¬ 
ocean  Phone  Company  which  installed  telephone 
poles  and  some  wires  parallel  to  the  Niagara  Power 
Company’s  lines  in  Gates  about  1916,  but  never 
operated  a  telephone  service.  The  first  dial  phones, 
according  to  the  Rochester  Telephone  Corporation, 
were  installed  in  the  town  in  1958. 

On  April  13,  1921  Mrs.  Charles  Harrington  was 
appointed  Town  Clerk  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  1949.  Formerly  Mary  Pixley,  she  was  born  in 
the  family  homestead  which  still  stands  on  Pixley 
Road  and  has  lived  in  Gates  all  of  her  life.  She  now 
resides  at  1104  Wegman  Road. 

Mrs.  J.  0.  Sunderlin  was  appointed  Public  Health 
Nurse  August  1,  1934  and  continues  in  that  capacity 
today  although  her  duties,  since  September  1959, 
have  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Monroe 
County  Health  Department.  At  present,  the  area 
south  of  Buffalo  Road  including  Washington  Irving, 
Holy  Ghost  and  St.  Helen’s  elementary  schools,  is 
supervised  by  Mrs.  Sunderlin.  The  area  north  of 
Buffalo  Road  which  includes  Thomas  Edison,  War¬ 
ren  Harding  and  St.  Theodore  elementary  schools 
is  supervised  by  Mrs.  Charles  Walker,  Miss  Carol 
Hickey  is  Public  Health  Nurse  for  Gates-Chili  High 
School.  Any  resident  of  the  town  is  entitled  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  health  services  offered  by  the  Monroe 
County  Health  Department. 

The  need  for  a  planning  board  was  first  discussed 
in  1928,  and  in  June  of  that  year  a  three-member 
board  was  formed.  Working  hand  in  hand  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  regular  board  this  group  has  charted  the 
industrial  and  residential  development  of  the  town. 
On  January  4,  1930  the  membership  was  increased 
to  five  and  in  July  1960  the  board  was  enlarged 
from  five  to  seven  members. 

By  1949  the  water  shortage  problem  in  Gates 
had  become  acute.  A  survey  was  made  and  it  was 
voted  to  erect  a  300,000  gallon  water  tank  and 
pumping  station  in  the  East  Gates  District  and  to 
lay  an  8-inch  water  main  across  the  town.  Since 
that  time  three  additional  water  districts,  South 
Gates,  North  Gates  and  West  Gates,  plus  two  ex¬ 
tensions,  Central  and  Southwest,  have  been  estab¬ 
lished.  We  have  three  water  towers,  one  on  Elvira 
Street,  one  just  east  of  Howard  Road  and  another 
on  Elmgrove  Road.  At  present  plans  are  being  made 
to  consolidate  the  four  districts. 


In  1951  the  Town  Hall  was  remodeled,  and  El¬ 
bert  Finch,  then  supervisor,  put  the  finishing  touches 
on  the  new  sign,  “Gates  Town  Hall.” 

The  Gates  Veterans’  Memorial  was  erected  in 
front  of  the  Town  Hall  on  October  2,  1952.  Dedica¬ 
tion  ceremonies  were  held  on  November  9,  1952. 

Recreation  became  the  concern  of  the  tow-n  in 
1957  when  the  Town  Board  established  The  Gates 
Recreation  Commission  on  June  12  of  that  year. 
The  commission  consists  of  seven  members,  residents 
of  the  Town  of  Gates,  who  are  appointed  by  the 
Town  Board  to  serve  for  a  period  of  seven  years. 

In  addition  to  a  six-week  summer  playground 
program  conducted  from  July  1  through  August  9 
at  the  three  elementary  schools,  Washington  Irving, 
Thomas  Edison  and  Harding,  the  Commission  also 
directs  an  organized  sports  program.  During  the  win¬ 
ter  months  there  is  a  basketball  program  for  boys 
and  girls  up  to  16  years  of  age.  Summer  swimming 
classes  are  sponsored  at  the  Gates-Chili  High  School 
and  include  both  Junior  and  Senior  Life  Saving 
courses  given  under  the  direction  of  Red  Cross  in¬ 
structors.  Two  of  the  most  popular  “Teen”  programs 
have  proved  to  be  a  Teen  Dance  held  once  a  month 
throughout  the  school  year  for  Junior  and  Senior 
High  students  at  Washington  Irving  School  and  Rol-  i 
ler  Skating  parties,  also  held  monthly. 

The  Commission  sponsors  an  ice  skating  rink  in 
the  rear  of  the  Town  Hall  which  is  as  popular  with 
adults  as  with  children.  Recently  the  present  sum¬ 
mer  program  was  expanded  to  include  tennis  and 
golf  instruction. 

The  original  members  of  the  Recreation  Com¬ 
mission  were:  Richard  Fitts,  Albert  Gilbert,  Ken¬ 
neth  Kemp,  Jack  O’Neil,  Robert  Abbott,  Frank 
Schrader  and  Eben  Strong.  Mr.  Kemp  and  Mr. 
Abbott  are  still  serving.  Frank  Schrader  served  as 
Director  from  1958  to  1959;  Edward  Wimer  from 
1959  through  1962  and  Arthur  Mastrolio  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Director  as  of  January  1,  1963. 

The  present  Commissioners  are:  Harrison  W. 
Kelly,  chairman;  Vincent  Giummo,  co-chairman; 
Louis  Lombardo,  Franklin  Oister,  Mrs.  Charles 
Wicks,  Mr.  Abbott,  Mr.  Kemp,  and  Mrs.  Carl  Blind, 
secretary. 

In  1960  the  Town  of  Gates  held  its  first  Memor¬ 
ial  Day  parade  and  this  has  since  become  an  annual 
event. 


Elvira  Slrtil  Water  Tower  —  one  of  three  in  the  Town  of  Cates 
which  insures  our  town  of  an  adequate  water  supply. 


The  playground  in  the  rear  of  the  Cates  Town  Hall  is  busy  all 
year  'round,  serving  as  a  ball  field  in  Summer  and  a  skating 
rink  in  Winter. 


The  Gates  New  Letter,  designed  to  inform  resi¬ 
dents  of  pertinent  town  affairs  and  to  “keep  com¬ 
munications  open  between  them  and  the  adminis¬ 
tration"  was  innovated  in  April,  1960.  Published 
every  three  months,  it  contains  a  letter  from  the 
supervisor,  highlights  from  the  Town  Board  meet¬ 
ings,  information  about  recreation  activities,  office 
hours,  coming  events  and  the  like. 

If  we  look  at  the  census  figures  listed  on  this 
page  we  find  that  between  1950  and  1957  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  Gates  increased  by  nearly  5,000.  Between 
1957  and  1960  the  increase  was  1,334  and  between 
1960  and  1963,  1,378.  In  1960  Gates  became  a  first 
class  town,  and  as  of  1963  it  was  classified  as  a 
suburban  town.  If  the  population  growth  continues 
at  the  same  rate,  the  1985  population  should  range 
anywhere  from  about  42,000  to  58,000. 

The  framework  of  good  government  which  our 
conscientious  town  fathers  erected  150  years  ago 
remains  essentially  the  same,  but  the  responsibilities 
have  increased  tremendously  and  will  continue  to 
do  so  as  we  continue  to  grow.  Industrial  expansion 
— the  Expressways — Airport  expansion — sanitation 
needs  present  new  problems  every  day.  The  deci¬ 
sions  which  must  be  made  by  our  present  town 
officers  are  not  as  easily  dispatched  as  the  rattle 
snake  problem  of  1813,  but  they  are  met  and  made 
with  the  same  measure  of  common  sense  and  with 
concern  for  the  future  of  our  Town  of  Gates. 

Planning  Ahead 

Exemplifying  this  concern  is  a  master  plan  for 
the  growth  and  development  of  Gates  prepared  by 
Tyron  and  Schwartz  Associates,  Inc.  in  conjunction 
with  town  officials.  The  plan  embraces  Traffic,  Land 
Use  and  Population,  Parks  and  Recreation,  Regu¬ 
latory  Controls  and  Growth  and  Development,  and 
is  designed  to  insure  an  attractive  community  as 
well  as  a  sound  balance  between  residential,  com¬ 
mercial  and  industrial  uses. 

The  plan  proposes  the  following  distribution  of 
land:  Residential,  39.9%;  Public,’  20%;  Canal, 
1.9%;  Business,  3.5%;  Industry,  12.9%;  Railroads, 
1.2%  and  Streets,  21.6%. 

Approximately  16  parks,  playgrounds  and  play- 
fields  are  proposed  in  the  master  plan.  They  are 
scattered  throughout  the  town  to  meet  a  demand 
that  Gates  officials  feel  will  come  in  the  next  few 
years. 


In  order  to  establish  a  firm  tax  base  the  planners 
recommend  that  selective  industries  be  induced  to 
locate  in  Gates — that  the  plan  be  explained  to  the 
citizens  of  the  town,  and  if  their  participation  is 
obtained,  that  it  be  used  as  a  basis,  with  reserva¬ 
tions,  for  making  decisions  in  the  future. 


CENSUS  FIGURES 


1820—  2,643 
1850—  2,005 
1870—  3,541 
1880—  1,988 
1900—  2,910 
1915—  5,498 
1920—  1,419 
1950—  7,925 
1957  —  12,421 
1960—  13,755 
1963—  15,133 


(Reflects  annexation  by  Rochester) 


(Reflects  annexation  by  Rochester) 
Special  Census 
Special  Census 


It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  there  are  just  three 
more  women  than  men  in  the  Town  of  Gates,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  1963  Census. 


MARGE’S  MARKET 

1913  LONG  POND  ROAD 

CL  4-9823 


OFFICE  and  CHAPEL 
532  Lake  Avenue 
GLadstone  8-4927 


Corbett  Funeral  Homes  Inc. 


HENRIETTA  L.  CHARLES 

907  BUFFALO  ROAD 

Rochester  24,  New  York 


ALVIN  BLAIR  CO.,  Inc. 
BLAIR  SUPPLY  CORP. 

"Waterworks  A  Specialty " 

244  Poul  Rd.  Rochester  24,  N.  Y. 

Phones: 

IDIewood  6-3342  or  6-9624 
UNiversity  5-8803 


ROCHESTER  13,  NEW  YORK 


WEST  SIDE  CHAPEL 
109  West  Avenue 
BEverly  5-2000 


OUR  DISTRIBUTION  CENTER 
AT  1500  BROOKS  AVENUE 
INCLUDES  THESE  UNITS: 

Main  Offices 
Warehouse 
Bake  Shop 
Frozen  Food  Storage 
Pre-Packaging 
Egg  Processing 
Produce  Handling 
Carpenter  Shop 
Employee  Cafeteria 

GROUPS  OF  10  OR  MORE  ARE 
WELCOME  TO  TOUR  OUR 
BUILDING  BY  APPOINTMENT. 


WE  ARE 
HAPPY 

TO  BE  A  PART  OF 
THE  PROGRESSIVE 

GATES 

COMMUNITY 


DO  IT  THE 

E-Z 

WAY/ 


•  CELLARS  —  FOUNDATIONS 

•  SEWER  &  WATER  LINES 

•  POOLS.  LEACH  FIELDS  & 

SEPTIC  TANKS  INSTALLED 

•  DOZER  —  TOP  SOIL  —  FILL  DIRT 

•  LOADER  &  TRUCKS 


—  RENTALS  OF  — 

•  AIR  COMPRESSORS 

•  POWER  ROLLERS 

•  CEMENT  MIXERS 


★  MODERN,  PRE-CAST 
CONCRETE  STEPS 

★  TRAVEL,  CAMPING 
&  CARGO  TRAILERS 


EXCAVATING  COMPANY 
TRAILER  RENTAL  &  SALES 
MODERN  STEP  COMPANY 


1024  Howard  Road  -  Rochester  24,  N.Y.  -  BE  5-4460 

SINCE  1938 


«  >  m  <.  t  i  y  j  o 

VvAiUPJ iavAbaA. 


GASOLINE  AND  OIL  COMPANY 


OF  ROCHESTER,  INC. 

SERVES  YOU  BETTER  WITH  THE 
BEST  FULLY  AUTOMATIC  . . . 

OIL  HEAT 


★  CHEVRON  HOME 
HEATING  OIL, 

with  SR-158 

★  'ROUND-THE-CLOCK 
SILVER  PLATTER 
BURNER  SERVICE 

★  GM-DELCO  OIL- 
FIRED  HEATING 
EQUIPMENT 

Sales  -  Installation  &  Service 


Put  Independent  at  YOUR  Service! 


CHEVRON 

GASOLINES 

• 

RPM  MOTOR  OILS 
and  LUBRICANTS 


955  BUFFALO  RD„  ROCHESTER  24,  N.Y.  —  Phone  ID  6-4000 


The  Fields  Must  Be  Flowed 


Although  Mrs.  Louise  Daunton  Scott  still  tends 
the  vegetable  garden  in  back  of  her  home  at  11 
Daunton  Drive,  it  is  not  as  extensive  as  the  one 
she  was  ploughing  in  this  picture  taken  about  30 
years  ago.  Mrs.  Scott’s  parents,  Ambrose  and  Har¬ 
riett  Daunton,  came  from  England  in  1871  and 
purchased  the  house  which  still  stands  at  2669 
Chili  Avenue,  where  Mrs.  Scott  was  born. 

The  Daunton’s  were  farmers,  raising  mostly  as¬ 
paragus  and  pie  plant.  Mrs.  Scott  recalls  that  her 
father  loaded  his  market  wagon  and  set  out  two  or 
three  times  a  week  at  5  a.m.  to  deliver  his  produce 
to  city  storekeepers. 

“In  those  days”,  she  said,  “You  raised  what  you 
needed  and  sold  the  rest.  In  the  fall  you  put  down 
your  barrel  of  flour — one  hundred  pounds  of  sugar, 
potatoes,  apples,  your  pork  barrel  and  you  were 
set  for  the  winter.” 

Mrs.  Scott  attended  District  No.  1  school  (now 
Washington  Irving)  and  recalls  that  the  schoolhouse 
was  the  center  of  activity  and  people  came  from 
miles  around  to  husking  bees  and  picnics.  Several  of 
the  teachers  boarded  with  the  Daunton  family.  She 
also  remembers  when  the  mail  was  delivered  by 
stagecoach  on  the  Chili  Road. 


FAMOUS  BRICK  YARD 

Many  residents  of  Gates  will  remember  the  brick 
yard,  formerly  located  along  Brooks  Avenue  on  what 
is  now  airport  property.  An  extensive  red  clay  de¬ 
posit  in  that  area  made  it  possible  for  the  Rochester 
Clay,  Brick  &  Tile  Co.  to  make  forty  or  fifty 
thousand  bricks  every  day  for  a  period  of  several 
years. 


Fires  were  started  in  the  kiln  at  the  beginning 
of  the  work  year  and  because  it  was  always  warm 
in  that  building,  it  became  a  favorite  stop-over  for 
tramps  seeking  a  warm  place  to  sleep.  Steam  shovels 
dug  and  loaded  the  clay  on  cars  which  were  taken 
by  team  or  trucks  to  the  mixing  plant  and  then  to 
the  kiln,  where  it  was  put  in  molds  and  would  dry 
over  night. 

According  to  Hobart  Whitmore,  who  was  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  yard  from  1927  to  1935  when  the 
buildings  were  torn  down,  about  sixty  men  were 
employed  there  at  one  time. 


HISTORICAL  1837  DEED 


Imagine  being  able  to  buy  even  an  acre  of  land 
today  for  $150.00.  One  hundred  and  twenty-six  years 
ago,  in  1837,  not  one,  but  a  4,000-acre  tract  of  land 
on  part  of  which  Westgate  Plaza  has  been  built,  was 
purchased  for  exactly  this  amount.  Although  parcels 
of  the  property  have  been  sold  throughout  ensuing 
years,  the  original  deed,  as  reproduced  above,  is  still 
in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Etta  Wilcox  Cone,  whose 
great  grandparents,  Mary  Ann  and  Samuel  Harder, 
purchased  the  property  in  that  year. 

The  Harder’s  built  a  log  cabin  on  the  land  and 
frequently  found  Indians  at  their  door.  Later  they 
moved  to  the  house  which  is  still  standing  at  1821 
Brooks  Avenue.  About  1851  they  built  a  25-room 
house  at  the  Northeast  corner  of  Chili  Avenue,  where 
Mrs.  Cone  was  born,  which  was  the  family  home¬ 
stead  until  it  was  torn  down  about  1950. 

Mrs.  Cone’s  brother,  Roy  Wilcox,  operated  the 
first  gas  station  in  the  South  Gates  area  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Beahan  Road  and  Chili  Avernie. 
Mrs.  Cone  lives  with  her  son,  Everett,  at  2055  Chili 
Avenue. 


BEST  IN  TREE  CARE 

♦  *  *  * 

Monroe  Tree  Surgeons,  Inc. 

2525  WEST  HENRIETTA  ROAD 

Rochester  23,  New  York 


GR  3-2525 


Police  Protection 


CHIEF  WILLIAM  STAUBER 


Up  until  1960  Gates  had  relied  on  part-time  con¬ 
stables  and  the  Sheriff’s  office  for  police  protection. 
On  January  1,  1960  however  we  achieved  first  class 
status,  which  carries  with  it  authority  to  establish 
a  regular  police  department.  On  June  17,  1960, 
William  J.  Stauber,  formerly  one  of  five  part-time 
officers,  was  appointed  full-time  police  officer.  In 
September  of  1961  another  full  time  officer,  Kent 
Lechner,  was  appointed  and  in  August  of  1962, 
Lewis  Bryant  was  appointed  in  full  time  capacity. 
The  following  year  in  June,  1963,  Norbert  L.  Gerow 
and  Gerald  R.  Thurley  received  their  appointments 
bringing  the  Town  of  Gates  Police  force  to  five  full 
time  officers,  and  four  part-time  officers. 


Supervisors  of  the 
Town  of  Gates 
1809-1963 

Zaccheus  Colby,  1809;  Samuel  Latta,  1810; 
Zaccheus  Colby,  1811;  John  Mastick,  1812-16;  Ros¬ 
well  Hart,  1817;  Ira  West,  1818;  Mathew  Brown,  Jr., 
1819-21;  Jesse  Hawley,  1822;  Mathew  Brown,  Jr., 
1823;  Samuel  Works,  1824;  Jacob  Gould,  1825;  Seth 
Saxton,  1826;  Fletcher  M.  Haight,  1827;  Mathew 
Brown,  1828;  Ezra  M.  Parsons,  1829;  Nathaniel  T. 
Rochester,  1830-32;  James  H.  Gregory,  1833;  Wil¬ 
liam  S.  Bishop,  1834;  Ezra  M.  Parsons,  1835;  Calvin 
Sperry,  1836;  Henry  K.  Higgins,  1837-39;  Silas  A. 
Yenkes,  1840-42;  E.  Darwin  Smith,  1843;  Melancton 
C.  Wetmore,  1844-46;  Henry  K.  Higgins,  1847; 
James  Warner,  1848-49;  Joseph  Dewey,  1850-51; 
Hiram  Shearman,  1852;  Melancton  C.  Wetmore, 
1853;  Joseph  Dewey,  1854-55;  James  Warner,  1856- 
57;  Ezra  M.  Parsons,  1858-60;  Nathan  Palmer,  1861; 
James  Warner,  1862;  William  Otis,  1863;  James 
Chappell,  1864;  James  Warner,  1865-66;  Chester 
Field,  1867-71;  John  L.  Pixley,  1872-73;  Edward  C. 
Campbell,  1874-75;  Reuben  L.  Field,  1876;  Avery 
L.  Reed,  1881-82;  Chester  Field,  1883;  Edward  C. 
Campbell,  1884-86;  Alfred  G.  Wright,  1887;  Reuben 
L.  Field,  1888;  Jacob  S.  Haight,  1889-91;  Albert 
Hondorf,  1892-97;  Alphonse  Collins,  1898-1905;  Ar- 
dean  R.  Miller,  Sr.,  1906-07;  Frank  W.  Wright, 
1908-11;  George  J.  Saile,  1912-15;  Samuel  McAu- 
lifle,  1916-17;  Benjamin  F.  Metcalf,  1918-33;  An¬ 
drew  Harrington,  1934-35;  Fred  C.  Sours,  1936-47 
(Mr.  Sours  died  7-2-47.  Edward  Renouf  appointed 
7-2-47  died  8-25-47).  Fred  Belmont  appointed  8-25- 
47;  Elbert  Finch,  1948-59;  Frank  F.  Kipers,  1960-  . 


Members  of  the  Town  of  Gates  Police  Department  are,  left  to  right:  Julius  Cavalier,  Roy  Bettin,  Thomas 
Kwapick,  Lewis  Bryant,  Chief  William  Stauber,  Gerald  Thurley,  Kent  Lechner,  Robert  Hart  and  Norbert 


AMERICAN  LEGION 

898  BUFFALO  ROAD 


Join  the  American  Legion 


FIRE  CALL 


Gates -Chili 

VOLUNTEER, 

FIRE 


Department 


It  was  at  a  meeting  held  February  15,  1927,  that 
a  group  of  men  headed  by  Mr.  H.  Brown,  assembled 
in  Mr.  White’s  Garage  on  Beahan  Road  and  formed 
the  Gates  Protective  Association. 

On  February  22,  1927  a  committee  of  two  men 
appeared  from  the  Rosecroft  Club  with  plans  to  or¬ 
ganize  a  Fire  Department  for  the  Town  of  Gates.  Mr. 
Diringer,  the  Superintendent  of  St.  Mary’s  Farm  of 
Fisher  Road,  was  called  on  to  explain  the  fire  appa¬ 
ratus  that  he  had  housed  at  St.  Mary’s  Farm  —  a 
horse  drawn  Chemical  Fire  Truck  which  contained 
a  60  gallon  chemical  tank,  1-40  gallon  chemical  tank 
and  several  hand  chemical  extinguishers  on  the  side 
of  the  truck.  He  also  proposed  the  installation  of  a 
siren  on  the  top  of  his  barn  which  could  be  sounded 
and  all  available  members  would  respond.  On  March 
3,  1927  there  were  26  paid  up  members  of  The  Gates 
Protective  Association.  At  this  meeting  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  signers  in  favor  of  fire  protection  turned  in  a 
list  of  one  hundred  twelve  names.  The  first  officers  of 
The  Gates-Chili  Fire  Department  were  elected  on 
April  6,  1927,  as  follows:  Max  Voit,  President;  Harry 
Miller,  Vice-President;  L.  A.  Christopher,  Secretary; 
Fred  Schwartz,  Treasurer;  C.  J.  Diringer,  Chief;  C. 
N.  Turner,  Deputy  Chief;  Seth  Ford,  Captain.  The 
only  transportation  the  company  had  was  a  horse 
drawn  hose  cart,  therefore,  the  members  answered 
the  fires  by  bicycle  or  if  the  fire  was  close  enough, 
they  answered  by  foot. 

On  November  14,  1927  a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  purchase  a  motorized  fire  truck  which 
was  accomplished  and  the  body  from  the  horse  drawn 
apparatus  was  then  transferred  to  the  new  automo¬ 
bile  chassis  and  the  truck  was  housed  in  a  shed  at¬ 
tached  to  the  side  of  Seth  Ford’s  Grocery  at  2349 
Chili  Road.  The  money  to  pay  for  the  fire  truck  was 
raised  from  dances,  turkey  raffles  and  minstrel  shows 
which  were  held  annually  for  ten  years.  All  meetings 
of  the  department  were  then  held  in  the  No.  1  School 
House  on  Chili  Road. 

It  was  in  1929  that  a  new  fire  district  was  formed 
in  order  to  complete  the  coverage  of  the  towns  of 
Gates  and  part  of  Chili. 

In  1931  the  Fire  Department  purchased  the  old 
school  house  located  at  2355  Chili  Avenue  from 
School  District  No.  1  at  a  cost  of  $2,000.00  and  vol¬ 
unteer  labor  remodeled  it,  making  a  double  truck 
room,  meeting  hall  and  caretaker  quarters,  which  is 
known  as  the  Headquarters  of  the  Fire  Department. 

In  addition  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Fire  De¬ 
partment  there  are  two  additional  fire  houses  name¬ 
ly.  No.  2  Company  located  at  Long  Pond  and  Spen- 
cerport  Roads  and  No.  3  Company  located  on  Cold- 
water  Road  just  south  of  Buffalo  Road. 


In  1932  the  Gates-Chili  Fire  Department  was  in¬ 
corporated  under  the  Membership  Corporation  Laws 
and  was,  therefore,  known  as  the  “Gates-Chili  Fire 
Department  Inc.”  During  the  early  years  of  this  de¬ 
partment  there  was  no  water  system  in  parts  of  the 
town  of  Gates  and  no  hydrants  on  which  to  hook  a 
hose  to  fight  fires  and  water  had  to  be  pumped  from, 
wells  and  creeks  or  carried  by  pail  to  the  acid  form¬ 
ing  tanks.  Now  we  have  a  water  system  throughout 
the  town  and  hydrants  are  plentiful. 

The  First  Exempt  Organization  was  formed  in 
1937  and  known  as  the  Gates-Chili  Exempt  Firemen, 
Inc.  The  first  officers  of  this  group  were  Arthur  E. 
Kintz,  President;  Harry  Miller,  Vice-President;  Sid¬ 
ney  B.  Krohn,  Secretary;  and  Albert  A.  Kulzer, 
Treasurer. 

In  1940  a  group  of  No.  2  Company  men  headed 
by  Alfred  Marvel  formed  the  Gates  Fire  District  Ex¬ 
empt,  Inc.  Their  first  officers  were  Alfred  Marvel, 
President;  Harry  Hammer,  1st  Vice-President; 
George  Hammer,  2nd  Vice-President;  Charles  Fran¬ 
cis,  Treasurer;  Wm.  Hayden,  Secretary;  Frank 
Chennels,  Inside  Guard.  The  group  incorporated 
December  21,  1940. 

The  Gates-Chili  Fire  Department  during  the  past 
twenty-five  years  have  attended  many  conventions 
and  carnivals  in  which  they  have  participated  in  the 
parades  of  same  and  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
many  first  prizes  for  their  excellent  appearance  and 
splendid  apparatus  which  they  demonstrated  at  these 
parades. 

In  the  year  1942,  World  War  II  started  and  there 
were  fifty-two  members  who  served  in  the  various 
armed  forces  of  the  United  States.  We  were  very  for¬ 
tunate  in  the  fact  that  we  lost  but  two  men  in  the 
war. 


The  men  are  members  of  the  Monroe  County  Vol¬ 
unteer  Firemen,  Inc.,  New  York  State  Firemen’s  As¬ 
sociation,  Western  New  York  Volunteer  Firemen’s 
Association  and  Central  Western  New  York  Fire¬ 
men’s  Association.  Through  the  medium  of  Mutual 
Aid  System,  the  department  cooperates  with  other 
towns  in  the  fighting  of  fires,  also  assisting  the  City 
of  Rochester  when  large  fires  exist. 

On  October  30,  1955,  the  corner  stone  was  laid 
for  a  new  building  at  2355  Chili  Avenue.  With  the 
completion  of  the  new  building  and  the  two  ad¬ 
ditional  fire  houses  in  Gates,  together  with  the  best 
in  firefighting  equipment,  the  Town  of  Gates  can 
well  be  grateful  to  its  fire  department  and  the  volun¬ 
teers  who  so  willingly  give  of  their  service  to  protect 
and  preserve  the  community. 


Civil  Officers  of  the  Gates-Chili  Fire  Dept.,  Inc.  are, 
left  to  right:  John  Shenton,  Financial  Secretary;  Dr. 
J.  Walter  Knapp,  Fire  Dept.  Physician;  James  Wirth, 
Inside  Guard;  Charles  Dearcop,  Secretary;  Fred 
Marenus,  Vice  President;  Arthur  Hauck,  President. 
Missing  from  the  picture  is  Chester  Uffleman. 


Fire  Commissioners  of  the  Gates-Chili  Fire  Dept.,  Inc. 
are,  left  to  right  standing:  William  Ludwig,  Charles 
Andre,  Robert  Morgan;  Seated  are  Robert  Randolph, 
Roland  Burson,  Secretary-Treasurer;  Chairman  John 
Lighthouse  and  Alfred  Marvel. 


" BETTER  HOMES  NEED 

BETTER  LANDSCAPING " 

KODISCH’S 
GARDEN  CENTER 

Complete  Line  of 

•  SHRUBS,  PLANTS  AND 
BULBS  IN  SEASON 

•  GARDEN  SUPPLIES 

•  FERTILIZER 

•  GRASS  SEED 


VISIT  OUR  DISPLAY  GARDENS 


KODISCH’S  GARDEN  CENTER 


2126  BUFFALO  ROAD  ROCHESTER  24,  N.  Y. 

BE  5-9868  id  6-8903 


INC. 


Compliments  of 

W.  E.  PEARSE, 

150  LEE  ROAD 

Your  Genesee  Beer  Distributor 


We  take  pride  in  having  served  residents  of 
the  Town  of  Gates  and  surrounding  area  for 
over  a  quarter  century  with  quality  forest 
products  and  building  materials. 

Our  Warmest  Congratulations  and  Best  Wishes 

to  all  the  residents  of  the  Town  of  Gates 
for  a  very  successful  Gates  Sesqui-centennial 
celebration. 


FIRE  COMPANY  No.  2 

Fire  Fighters  of  Company  No.  2,  located  on  Long 
Road  near  Spencerport  Road. 


FIRE  COMPANY  No.  1 

These  are  the  volunteers  who  make  up  Fire  Company 
No.  1,  located  at  2355  Chili  Avenue. 


FIRE  COMPANY  No.  3 

These  are  the  members  of  Fire  Compay  No.  3, 
located  on  Coldwater  Road  at  Buffalo  Road. 


Radio  Dispatcher 

Florence  Ambeau  is  radio  operator  and  dispatcher  of 
Gates-Chili  Fire  Dept.,  Inc.  She  dispatches  the  neces¬ 
sary  equipment  to  all  fire  and  inhalator  calls.  She 
lives  at  the  No.  1  Firehouse  and  is  on  duty  24  hours 
a  day. 


LINE  OFFICERS 

Line  Officers  of  the  Gates-Chili  Fire  Dept.,  Inc.  are: 
Chief,  Elmer  Schultz;  Assistant  Chief,  George  Forsaith; 
Company  No.  1  Officers  —  Battalion  Chief,  William 
Ford;  Captain,  Fred  Tytler;  Lieut.,  Thomas  McNamara; 
Company  No  2  Officers  —  Battalion  Chief,  Harold 
Plummer;  Captain,  Francis  Guerinot;  Lieut.,  Henry 
Green;  Company  No.  3  Officers;  Battalion  Chief, 
Henry  Flagler;  Captain,  Herbert  Statt  and  Lieut., 
John  Smith. 


PICNIC  —  1933 

It  was  a  lovely  day  for  a  picnic  back  in  1933  when 
this  picture  was  taken  of  District  No.  1  Volunteers. 


FLORENCE  AMBEAU 


I 


Ladies  Auxiliary 

GATES-CHILI  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


Under  the  tutorship  of  Louis  Bohm  and  Fred 
Bonnett,  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  the  Gates-Chili  Fire 
Department  was  organized.  The  first  meeting  was 
held  at  the  old  school  building  of  the  Gates  District 
No.  1,  Chili  Road,  which  had  been  purchased  and 
remodeled  by  the  Gates-Chili  Fire  Dept.  At  that 
meeting  on  May  10,  1933,  the  first  officers  were 
elected  and  a  tentative  charter  was  drawn  up. 
Elected  officers  were  Maude  Bohm,  President;  Vice- 
President,  Helen  French;  Secretary,  Mae  Link; 
Treasurer,  Emma  Youngs,  a  post  she  held  for  ten 
years. 

On  the  Charter  were  Marie  Armstrong,  Magde- 
lena  Bocksberger,  Maude  Bohm,  Georgianna  Bon¬ 
nett  Morris,  Jennie  Converse,  Agnes  De  Ruyscher, 
Margaret  Elliott  Tennitty,  Sadie  Elliott,  Helen 
French,  Mae  Kern,  Nora  Kron  Hanover,  Mae  Link, 
Jean  Schuler,  Margaret  Wrayno  and  Emma  Youngs. 

Of  these  Charter  members,  Marie  Armstrong  and 
Jennie  Converse  are  still  active.  Helen  French,  Nora 
Kron  Hanover,  Georgianna  Bonnett  Morris,  Margaret 
Elliott  Tennitty,  and  Margaret  Wrayno  are  still 
members  of  the  group,  but  not  actively.  Magdelena 
Bocksberger,  Maude  Bohm,  Agnes  De  Ruyscher, 
Sadie  Elliott,  Mae  Kern,  Mae  Link  and  Emma 
Youngs  are  deceased. 


Community  service  is  the  basic  objective  of  the 
Auxiliary.  As  a  help-mate  of  the  Fire  Dept,  they  are 
active  in  many  local  projects.  Needy  family  service, 
sponsorship  of  Harvest  Queens,  entertainment  of 
patients  of  infirmaries,  convalescent  homes  and  Vet¬ 
eran  Hospitals,  Blood-mobile  and  fund-raising  cam¬ 
paigns  are  a  few  of  these.  Money  for  these  projects 
is  raised  by  holding  suppers,  raffles,  baked  food  sales, 
rummage  sales  and  sales  of  various  products. 

The  Ladies  Auxiliary  have  their  fun  as  well  as 
work.  Various  parties  and  get-togethers  are  held 
through  the  years.  At  one  time  or  another  each  mem¬ 
ber  has  been  a  member  of  the  drill  team  or  marching 
unit.  Cups,  Plaques,  and  Citations  have  been  won 
and  are  on  display  at  Firehouse  No.  1.  These  attest 
to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  women  in  competition  and 
sincerity  of  purpose.  The  red  and  white  uniform  of 
various  designs  in  the  ranks  has  been  popular  since 
1935  when  the  colors  were  first  used.  The  marchers 
are  present  not  only  at  Firemen’s  activities,  local  or 
otherwise,  but  at  civic  occasions  as  well. 

Any  widowed  mother,  wife  or  daughter  of  a  Fire¬ 
man  in  good  standing  is  eligible  for  membership  and 
the  Auxiliary  will  welcome  any  who  wish  to  join.  At 
present  there  are  96  members,  of  which  7  are  Charter 
and  15  who  are  Life  Members  with  20  or  more  years 
of  service. 


TURNER'S  GRILL 

4  HINCHEY  ROAD 

Rochester  24,  New  York 


Best  Wishes  for  the  next  150  Years 
from  one  of  the  Town  of  Cates’ 

“Oldest  Inhabitants” 

HARRIS  SEEDS 


LINCOLN  ROCHESTER 


DOFFS  ITS  HAT  TO 


Lincoln  Rochester  salutes  150  years  of  progress  in  Gates 
and  the  people  who  have  been  a  part  of  it!  This  is  a  great 
and  historical  occasion— a  milestone  in  an  even  greater 
future.  Lincoln  Rochester  looks  forward  to  sharing  with 
you  tomorrow’s  trials  and  triumphs.  Yes,  whenever  it’s 
a  matter  of  money,  look  to  Lincoln  Rochester. 

Lincoln  Rochester 

TRUST  COMPANY 

29  offices  in  Rochester,  Gates,  Brockport,  Canandaigua,  Penn 
Yan,  Corning,  Geneva,  Hammondsport,  Macedon  and  Newark. 


Transportation 


Kver  since  the  days  when  The  Buffalo  Road  and 
the  Lyell  Road  were  dirt  tracks  winding  through  a 
wilderness,  roads  have  played  an  important  part  in 
the  history  of  Gates.  Life  went  on,  in  those  early 
days  in  widely  spaced  little  clearings  off  the  main 
roads,  and  even  though  these  pioneer  families  were 
largely  self  sufficient,  growing  their  own  food  and 
raising  their  own  livestock,  they  still  had  to  get  their 
wheat  to  the  flour  mill  to  he  ground,  the  mail  had 
to  be  delivered  and  the  taxes  collected,  and  that  in 
itself  was  no  easy  job.  Records  show  that  the  first 
tax  collector  in  the  Town  of  Northampton  was  Peter 
Sheffer.  There  were  less  than  150  names  on  his  tax 
list,  and  although  the  whole  tax  was  $8,000,  the  sum 
paid  by  resident  land  holders  was  less  than  $200.00. 
It  is  not  surprising  that  he  often  found  it  easier  to 
pay  some  of  the  amounts  himself  than  to  spend  days 
searching  in  the  woods  for  the  families  on  his  list. 

In  the  Highway  Book  of  the  Town  of  North¬ 
ampton  we  find  the  building  of  the  road  from  Ba¬ 
tavia  to  Rochester  recorded  in  the  years  1815-1816. 
The  building  of  Howard  road  is  recorded  in  1828. 

It  was  many  years  before  there  were  any  but  dirt 
reads  in  Gates.  Then  came  the  so-called  “corduroy 
roads,”  made  by  laying  trunks  of  trees  side  by  side. 
We  know  that  Beahan  Road  was  once  a  corduroy 
road. 

But  these  were  too  bumpy  to  prove  satisfactory, 
and  it  was  discovered  that  better  roads  could  be  built 
by  paving  with  crushed  stone  drawn  from  the  num¬ 
erous  quarries  throughout  the  town.  Chili  Road,  for 
one,  was  paved  as  far  as  Chili  Centre  with  stone 
drawn  from  the  quarry  formerly  located  where  Fair- 
holm  Drive  ends  at  Little  Black  Creek.  A  single 
track  railroad  bed  was  built  and  a  little  “dinky”  en¬ 
gine  pulled  the  cars  loaded  with  crushed  stone  from 
the  quarry  to  the  road. 

In  1898  New  York  State  passed  a  law  providing 
for  a  certain  measure  of  state  control  in  road  build¬ 
ing  and  a  State  Highway  Department  was  created. 


The  state  did  not  always  have  the  last  word, 
however.  In  the  Town  Board  minutes  of  March  30, 
1909,  we  find  that  the  State  Highway  Commissioner 
advised  building  a  new  bridge  on  Chili  Road  over 
Little  Black  Creek  at  a  cost  of  $12.00.  The  Board 
decided  that  “instead  of  building  a  new  bridge  they 
would  reinforce  the  west  wall  and  build  a  new  east 
wall  using  the  old  iron  girders  and  three  new  ones.” 

Before  1903,  residents  with  strong  backs  who 
were  willing  to  help  shovel  the  roads  clear  of  snow, 
could  expect  a  rebate  on  their  highway  tax,  however, 
at  a  Town  Board  meeting  held  April  10,  1903,  it  was 
voted  to  discontinue  the  “work  system.”  From  then 
on  the  highway  tax  was  administered  on  a  cash  pay¬ 
ing  basis. 

Road  building  was  expensive,  then  as  now,  and 
in  the  Town  Board  minutes  of  November  18,  1904, 
we  find  that  a  contract  was  made  with  the  Climax 
Company  to  purchase  a  No.  2  V6  stone  crusher  for 
$1 100.00  and  the  town’s  old  stone  crusher. 

In  1910  the  Town  Board  voted  to  repair  public 
highways  as  follows:  Howard  Road  from  Buffalo  to 
Chili  Road  at  a  cost  of  $300;  Buell  Road  from  Chili 
Road  to  700  Ft.  South  at  a  cost  of  $1800;  and  in 
1912,  to  repair  Statt  Road  (now  Long  Pond  Road) 
from  Spencerport  Road  to  the  Town  Line  at  a  cost 
of  $2,000.00. 

One  of  the  first  Macadam  roads,  perhaps  the  first, 
in  the  town  was  Thurston  Road,  which  in  1908  was 
included  in  the  Town  of  Gates.  The  road  was  in¬ 
stalled  by  John  Statt,  Highway  Commissioner  at 
that  time. 

In  1916  the  Federal  Aid  Road  Act  was  passed 
and  all  states  were  required  to  submit  a  five-year 
program  map  showing  the  system  of  roads  upon 
which  the  state  highway  departments  would  request 
federal  aid. 

Today  only  local  roads,  those  not  included  in  the 
federal-aid  and  state  highway  systems  are  the  con¬ 
cern  of  our  town  officials.  Control  over  the  state 
roads  is  vested  in  the  state  highway  departments. 
The  federal-aid  system  coincides  with  the  more  ex¬ 
tensive  state  systems  and  therefore,  a  considerable 
portion  of  state  highway  improvement  is  done  with 
federal  aid. 

During  the  year  1962,  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Gates  Town  Highway  Department,  50%  of  the 
streets  in  the  town  were  black-topped.  The  remain¬ 
der  are  scheduled  for  completion  in  1963. 


Thi*  was  Chili  Road  in  the  early  1900's.  The  homestead  shown  here  is  the  Cook  farm  and  still  stands  at  the 
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corner  of  Stewart  Drive.  Note  the  three  methods  of  transportation  —  horse  and  buggy,  bicycle  and  early  auto. 


At  this  writing,  our  town,  third  smallest  in  the 
Monroe  County  area,  is  in  the  process  of  being  carved 
up  by  more  miles  of  highway  construction  than  any 
other  town  in  the  county. 

An  Outer  Loop,  which  will  eventually  ring  the 
city  of  Rochester,  is  being  built  just  west  of  and  par¬ 
allel  to  the  Barge  Canal.  It  will  cross  Lyell  Avenue, 
Buffalo  Road,  Chili  Avenue  and  eventually  join 
Scottsville  Road. 

The  Western  Expressway,  which  begins  at  the 
Inner  Loop  in  Rochester,  will  cross  the  Barge  Canal 
between  Lyell  and  Buffalo  Roads  and  will  link  the 
city  with  the  New  York  State  Thruway  at  Leroy. 

A  feeder  from  the  Western  Expressway,  designed 
to  relocate  Route  31  to  the  west,  is  now  being  con¬ 
structed. 

The  Southeast  corner  of  Gates  will  be  bisected 
by  the  Airport  Expressway  to  extend  from  the  West¬ 
ern  Expressway  at  West  Side  Drive  and  Chili  Avenue 
to  the  Outer  Loop  Exchange  at  Brooks  Avenue  just 
west  of  the  Barge  Canal  and  again  in  the  northwest 
sector  by  the  Spencerport  Expressway. 

Everywhere  we  look  construction  is  going  on. 
Earth-movers  and  road-building  equipment  are  ev¬ 
erywhere — homes  are  being  demolished  and  trees  cut 
down  to  make  way  for  these  new  roads,  but  as  traf¬ 
fic  increases,  so  must  facilities.  Our  forefathers  knew 
this  too,  and  it  is  those  builders  of  the  Buffalo  Road, 
the  Lyell  Road,  the  Rapids  Road  and  others  who 
paved  the  way  for  the  expansion  of  our  town. 

Trains  —  Trolleys  —  Waterways  —  Planes 

The  Tonawanda  Railroad  was  the  first  railroad 
through  Gates,  having  received  its  charter  in  1832. 
The  first  trains  ran  between  Rochester  and  Batavia 
in  1837.  The  New  York  Central  Railroad  was  incor¬ 
porated  in  1853  and  the  Tonawanda  Railroad  subse¬ 
quently  became  part  of  the  Main  Line  of  the  New 
York  Central  Railroad  and  still  remains  so.  The 
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Map  showing  where  (he  Outer  loop,  Western  Expressway 
Spencerport  and  Airport  Expressways  will  bisect  the  Tow' 
of  Cates. 


An  important  part  of  road  building  equipment  in  the 
1900‘s  was  this  stone  crusher.  It  was  used  by  John 
Highway  Commissioner  at  that  time. 


The  photograph  was  lent  by  Mrs.  Marion  Cook  Christopher. 


de|M>t  at  Coldwater  was  thus  named,  during  the 
1800’s  by  officials  of  the  railroad  for  the  reason  that 
cold  water  was  secured  at  this  site  for  the  train  en¬ 
gines.  Hence  we  have  the  hamlet  of  Coldwater  which 
iiecame  one  of  Gate’s  early  Post  Offices. 

Another  railroad  came  into  existence  in  1869  and 
was  known  as  the  Rochester  and  State  Line  Railroad. 
The  railroad  runs  through  the  Town  of  Gates,  across 
Buell  Road  and  Brooks  Avenue  and  is  now  known  as 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  At  the  beginning  the 
tracks  were  laid  only  as  far  as  Leroy.  The  next  sec¬ 
tion  was  extended  to  Gaines  and  by  1878  tracks 
were  laid  as  far  as  Salamanca.  The  quaint  little  depot 
at  the  overpass  on  Brooks  Avenue  across  from  the 
airport,  dates  back  to  1913  at  which  time  the  Brooks 
Avenue  subway  was  completed.  In  those  days  this 
area  was  considered  strictly  country,  according  to 
Guy  Foote,  a  resident  of  Chili  Avenue,  who  worked 
for  this  railroad  in  1913.  Mr.  Foote  was  a  motorcycle 
enthusiast  in  those  days  but  dared  to  ride  his  cycle 
out  Brooks  Avenue  only  as  far  as  Chili  Avenue  and 
back  again  because  he  didn’t  want  to  get  stuck  way 
out  in  the  country. 

R.  L.  &  B.  TROLLEY 

Another  boon  to  Gates  residents  was  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  Buffalo,  Lockport  &  Rochester  Trolley 
line  in  1908.  This  54-mile  line,  later  named  the  Roch¬ 
ester,  Lockport  &  Buffalo,  ran  from  Rochester  to 
Buffalo  along  the  Erie  Canal  and  the  Falls  branch 
of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad.  In  Rochester  it 
followed  Lyell  and  State  Streets  to  the  old  Erie  Sta¬ 
tion  on  Court  Street.  It  was  the  first  of  the  inter- 
urbans  to  enter  the  city  subway — the  first  car  com¬ 
ing  down  the  ramp  at  Lyell  Avenue  on  February  4, 
1928.  On  April  30,  1931  the  last  R.L.&B.  car  “shuf¬ 
fled  off”  to  Buffalo  at  Lockport.  Incidentally  its 
old  road  bed  in  Monroe  County  outside  the  city  has 
been  acquired  by  the  county  for  possible  use  as  a 
highway.  Trolley  Boulevard,  which  runs  between 
Long  Pond  and  Lee  Roads,  was  named  for  this  trol¬ 
ley  line. 

BARGE  CANAL 

Yet  another  mode  of  transportation  came 
through  Gates  around  1906  with  the  digging  of  the 
Barge  Canal.  No  doubt  there  were  many  residents 
of  Gates  who  worked  on  the  operation.  One  was 
Joseph  Statt,  a  member  of  one  of  Gate’s  pioneer  fam¬ 
ilies,  who  was  badly  burned  when  a  fire  occurred 
while  work  was  going  on  in  the  canal  bed.  Mr.  Statt 
is  now  deceased,  but  his  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Theodore 
Statt,  who  still  resides  on  Long  Pond  Road,  said  that 
she  put  an  application  of  molasses  and  flour  on  his 
burns,  which  must  have  been  effective,  for  he  never 
had  a  scar. 

The  canal  never  made  of  Gates  the  thriving  can- 
nlport  that  it  did  of  Perinton  and  Brockport,  how¬ 
ever,  today  several  petroleum  and  other  industries  in 
Gates  utilize  the  services  of  the  canal  barges. 

AIR  TRAVEL 

First  attempts  to  fly  in  Rochester  were  made  in 
1910.  In  that  year  the  airport  was  located  on  Scotts- 
ville  Rond  and  was  known  as  Britton  Field.  In  1928 
facilities  were  expanded  and  the  name  changed  to 
Rochester  Municipal  Airport.  Operations  increased 
over  a  jx;riod  of  years  and  by  1940  it  was  found 
necessary  to  annex  land'from  the  town  of  Chili.  By 
1947  more  land  was  needed  and  a  second  annexation 
from  both  Gates  and  Chili  was  effected.  In  this  same 


year  the  City  Council  sold  the  airport  lands  to  the 
County  and  on  January  1,  1948  the  Monroe  County 
Department  of  Public  Works  assumed  operation. 

In  1962  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  voted 
to  expand  the  present  airport  and  build  a  new 
NE-SW  runway  to  accommodate  medium  jet 
planes.  This  work  is  now  under  construction. 
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When  the  stagecoach  stopped  at  the  famous  Howard 
House,  located  on  the  very  spot  where  our  Shell 
Station  now  stands,  travelers  received  the  finest 
hospitality  and  service. 

Today  our  customers  too,  enjoy  the  best  hospi¬ 
tality  and  service  at  this  historically  famous  location. 
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LOCATED  AT  THE  HISTORIC  CORNER  OF  BUFFALO  and  HOWARD  ROADS 

PHONE  BE  5-1830 


Civil 

Defense 


During  World  War  II,  the  Town  of  Gates  was 
one  of  the  first  towns  in  Monroe  County  to  realize 
the  importance  of  a  Civil  Defense,  and  it  took  im¬ 
mediate  steps  to  set  up  an  organization  of  civilian 
volunteers  which  consisted  of  a  group  known  then 
as  air  raid  wardens.  Many  of  the  town’s  old  resi¬ 
dents  came  forth  and  volunteered  for  this  service 
to  help  protect  the  lives  of  their  neighbors  should 
the  town  be  subjected  to  enemy  bombing  or  attack 
during  the  dark  days  of  the  second  World  War. 

After  VJ  Day,  when  most  of  us  thought  that  the 
surrender  signed  on  the  deck  of  the  USS  Missouri 
in  Tokyo  Bay  was  a  guarantee  of  peace  and  that 
our  armed  forces  had  successfully  fought  and  won 
the  war  that  was  to  end  all  wars,  we  disbanded  our 
early  Civil  Defense  Corps  with  a  sincere  feeling  that 
the  peace  was  secure  and  that  we  had  no  further 
use  of  such  an  organization. 

The  span  of  a  few  short  years  was  to  show  us 
that  we  were  wrong.  Communist  aggression  became 
evident  in  many  parts  of  the  world.  Russia  ex¬ 
ploded  its  first  atomic  bomb.  Then  came  the  com¬ 
munist  attack  in  Korea.  It  was  obvious  then  that 
the  nation  must  have  a  Civil  Defense  Organization 
to  protect  its  populace  against  an  enemy  attack  in 
the  years  to  come. 

The  citizens  of  Gates  responded  again  and  vol¬ 
unteered  their  time  and  services  to  establish  the 
present  Civil  Defense  Organization  in  the  town 
which  stands  ready  at  any  hour  to  provide  assistance 
to  nil  in  the  event  of  a  natural  or  enemy  caused 
disaster.  The  present  organization  is  composed  of 
a  stalT  headed  by  Col.  Raymond  L.  Welch,  Civil 
Defense  Administrator,  Supervisor  Frank  Kipers, 
Deputy  C'ivil  Defense  Director  to  Col.  Robert  N. 
Abbott,  a  resident  of  Gates  and  the  first  and  pres¬ 
ent  Director  of  C'ivil  Defense  of  Monroe  County. 


The  elements  of  Civil  Defense  consist  of  the 
Auxiliary  Police  Force  which  will  supplement  the 
regular  force.  Its  members  volunteer  their  services 
at  civic  functions,  church  traffic  details,  Halloween 
patrols  and  they  were  called  out  for  such  emer¬ 
gencies  as  the  Hinchey  Road  Shopping  center  fire, 
the  Wishing  Well  Fire  and  others,  the  Medical  Aides 
who  have  been  trained  to  render  first  aid,  assist  in 
the  operation  of  Aid  Stations,  and  Hospitals;  the 
Mass  Feeding  Section  whose  members  are  trained  to 
run  field  kitchens  and  serve  large  numbers  of  people; 
the  Communications  Section  which  will  handle  com¬ 
munications;  the  Rescue  Teams  whose  personnel  will 
have  the  responsibility  of  clearing  debris,  opening 
roads  and  rescuing  people  from  collapsed  buildings 
in  the  event  of  disaster;  the  Radiological  Teams  who 
will  measure  and  report  the  level  of  radio  activity 
in  event  of  nuclear  attack;  the  Transportation  Sec¬ 
tion  which  provides  emergency  transportation;  the 
Wardens  Section  which  will  operate  Fallout  Shelters, 
alert  the  citizenry  of  an  impending  attack  etc. 

The  members  of  our  Civil  Defense  are  to  be 
commended  for  their  unselfish  sacrifices  in  behalf 
of  their  fellow  citizens  and  as  Carl  Sandhurg  has 
said,  “Wherever  there  is  freedom,  there  have  been 
those  who  fought,  toiled  and  sacrificed  for  it.  That 
has  been  American  history.”  The  same  can  be  said 
of  the  citizens  of  Gates. 


CAPT.  CLARENCE  KELLY 
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Members  of  the  uniformed  Civil  Defense  Auxiliary  Police  Volunteers,  who  stand  ready  to  aid  in  any  disaster 
and  whose  services  are  an  appreciated  part  of  civic  affairs. 
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NEWSPAPER  —  MAGAZINE  —  OUTDOOR  ADVERTISING  —  TELEVISION  AND  COMMERCIAL  FILMS 

42  EAST  AVENUE  •  ROCHESTER  4,  NEW  YORK  •  HA  6-3453 


Congratulations  to  the  Town  of  Gates  on 
its  Sesquicentennial  Anniversary.  We  are 
privileged  to  have  contributed  to  this 
great  event  as  designers  of  the  Gates  Ses¬ 
quicentennial  Emblem,  Public  Relations 
Advisors  and  creators  of  the  format  for 
this  Historical  Book. 
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Sanitary  Sewer  Project 


Public  hearings  on  a  proposed  multi-million  dob 
ar  sewer  district  to  serve  Gates  Chili  and  Ugd 
«re  first  held  in  July,  1956.  Bids  were  opened  in 
August  of  1957  and  construction  was  begun  in  1958. 
Previous  to  this  a  County  Sewer  Agency  was i  es  ab- 
lished  on  August  1,  1955  by  resolution  of  the  County 
u_nr,i  of  Supervisors  and  included  hlbert  rinen, 
Supervisor  of  ^Gates;  Thomas  Steckel  Supervisor  of 
(S  and  Francis  Carroll,  Director  of  County  Pub¬ 
lic  Works.  The  Gates-Chili-Ogden  Sewer  District  was 
established  September  4,  1956. 

The  original  plan  called  for  an  expenditure  o 
S7  800  000  00.  Due  to  the  demands  for  service  !n 
areas  within  the  district  that  were  not  included  in 
the  original  plan,  the  Agency  found  it  necessary  to 
extend  the  facilities  and  also  pr°vide  an  administra¬ 
tion  building  and  a  maintenance  building  that  were 
not  included  in  the  original  bond  issue  The  cost 
of  these  additional  facilities  and  other  factors :  ®d^ed 
*7  020,000.00  to  the  total  estimated  cost  of  the  pro¬ 
ject.  To  be  more  specific,  new  work  and  changes 
added  miles  of  sewer  lines,  and  account  for  $2,300,- 
000  00  The  administration  and  maintenance  nui 
lugs  account  for  $140,000.00.  Added  costs  of  con- 
St  ruction  due  to  changes  demanded  by  the  state, 
easements,  etc.,  added  $1,180,360.00  to  the  cost.  A 
price  rise  of  approximately  5%  per  year  since  t  e 
project  was  started  in  1956  and  an  allowance  for 
contingencies  account  for  the  remaining  $3,399,- 

640.00.  ,  ...  .. 

According  to  Donald  W.  Russell,  Administrative 
Director  of  Monroe  County  Sewer  Agency,  this  local 
sewer  installation  is  the  largest  such  project  ever  a  - 
tempted  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  Sewage  Treatment  Plant,  located  in  Paul 
Road,  Chili,  was  completed  in  August  1960.  Sewer 
installation,  within  the  original  boundaries  of  tl he 
contract  in  the  Town  of  Gates  was  completed  in 
1963. 


More  than  Clothing  .  .  . 

It's  Fashion 

When  you  purchase  at 
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Open  Daily  —  9:30  -  9 


.  .  ON  THE  MALL 
WESTGATE  PLAZA 

Sat.  9:30  -  5:30 


Charges  oj  ('curse 

RAFF'S  WOMEN'S  WEAR 

Westgote  —  Northgate  —  Ridge  Rd.  W. 

FA  8-1240 


Fifteen  pumping  stations  serve  the  district,  five 
of  whichf  are  in  Gals.  One  hundred 
of  trunk  line  and  street  laterals  and  27  miles  of 
house  services  have  been  installed,  serving  , 
homes  and  businesses  in  the  district. 
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ALLOY 

AUTOMATIC 

CORP. 

Precision  Screw  Machine  Products 
and  Alloy  Set  Screws 

1190  Brooks  Ave.  *  Rochester  19,  N.  Y. 

P  O.  Box  8526  —  Thurston  Road  Substation 


we9 re  mighty  proud 
of  the  company 
wee  keep 


That’s  why  we’re  pleased  as  punch  about 
becoming  a  part  of  the  second  150  years 
of  progress  in  the  Town  of  Gates! 


OPENING  SOON 


ANOTHER  J.  M.  FIELDS  QUALITY/DISCOUNT  DEPARTMENT  STORE 


50  Spencerport  Road— Town  of  Gates 


Gates 
Public 
Library 


Early  in  1959  the  Gates-Chili  Council,  P.T.A.  rec¬ 
ognized  the  need  in  the  towns  for  a  public  library. 
In  April,  1959,  the  P.T.A.  Council  invited  Mrs. 
James  Sebaste,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Monroe  County  Library  System  at  that  time, 
to  speak  to  them  on  the  services  of  the  Monroe 
County  Library  System.  From  this  meeting  the 
Gates  library  movement  was  born. 

On  June  9,  1959  a  group  of  thirty  Gates  resi¬ 
dents  among  them  representatives  of  local  organiza¬ 
tions,  met  at  an  informational  meeting  held  at  the 
Gates-Chili  High  School.  Mr.  Hacker,  Director  of 
the  Rochester  Public  Library  and  of  the  Monroe 
County  Library  System,  outlined  the  steps  to  be 
taken  in  the  establishment  of  a  library. 

On  June  30,  1959  committees  were  formed  to 
work  on  Budget,  Location,  Information  and  Public¬ 
ity.  Mr.  Ralph  Johnston  was  made  Vice-Chairman 
of  the  Library  Committee. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Gates  Town  Board,  Novem- 
l>er  11,  1959,  the  establishment  of  a  library  for  the 
Town  of  Gates  was  approved  and  $15,000.00  was 
budgeted  for  the  library,  to  become  available  after 
January  1,  1960. 

Library  Trustees  appointed  by  the  Town  Board 
were  Mr.  Ralph  Johnston,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Freislich, 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Kemp,  Mrs.  Gordon  York  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Morrow.  Mr.  Johnston  was  named  temporary 
chairman.  The  new  library  Board  held  its  first  meet¬ 
ing  December  2,  1959  and  elected  the  following  of¬ 
ficers:  Mr.  Ralph  Johnston,  President;  Mrs.  Ken¬ 
neth  Freislich,  Vice-President;  Mrs.  Gordon  York, 
Secretary  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Kemp,  Treasurer. 

An  application  was  made  to  the  New  York  State 
Board  of  Regents  for  a  charter  and  the  same  was 
granted  February  26,  1960.  The  Library  and  its 
trustees  are  under  the  regulation  of  the  State 
Education  Department. 

In  April,  1960  the  Library  Board  leased  the 
Grange  Hall  premises  at  1408  Buffalo  Road  as  the 
future  home  of  the  Library.  A  successful  “Book 
Drive"  was  held  in  October,  1960  and  on  January  3, 
1961  the  doors  were  opened  to  the  new  6,500  Vol¬ 
ume  Gates  Public  Library.  Mrs.  Walter  Wenkert,  a 
consultant  to  the  Monroe  County  Library  System, 
l>ccame  temporary  head  librarian. 

Mrs.  David  E.  Klonick  became  the  Library’s  first 
director  and  has  been  serving  as  Librarian  to  the 
Gates  Town  Library  since  September,  1961. 

The  “Friends  of  the  Gates  Public  Library”  was 
formed  by  a  group  of  Gates  citizens  in  January, 
1962.  Their  purpose  is  sharing  a  common  interest 
in  the  library  and  promoting  an  informed  interest 
in  the  services,  needs  and  objectives  of  the  Library. 


Headquarters  For 
Town  Events 


Established  in  1961,  the  Gates  Public  Library  is 
located  at  1408  Buffalo  Road,  in  the  Grange  Hall. 

Sesqui-Sound  By 

ROCHESTER  RADIO  SUPPLY  CO.,  INC. 

140  West  Main  Street 
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GENERAL  SCREW 
PRODUCTS  C0RP. 


Precision  Screw  Machine  Products 
1190  Brooks  Ave.  •  Rochester  19,  N.  Y. 

Telephone 
I Dl •  wood  6-3377 

P.O.  Box  8526  —  Thurston  Road  Substation 


Compliments  of 

CARL  SPURCHISE 

PLUMBING  AND  HEATING 
CUSTOM  HOME  BUILDING 

1083  WASHINGTON  STREET  SPENCERPORT,  N.  Y. 


Long  May  It  Wave 

OVER  THE  SUBURBAN  TOWN  OF  GATES 

The  beautiful  blue  and  gold  flag  which 
flies  in  front  of  the  Gates  Town  Hall, 
was  designed  by  Richard  Ramsauer,  Art 
Instructor  at  Gates-Chili  High  School.  Pic¬ 
tured  with  the  Official  Flag  is  Mr.  Ram¬ 
sauer,  who  also  designed  the  Town  Seal 
which  is  shown  below. 


RICHARD  RAMSAUER 


‘  Eeadin  ’ 

‘  Eitin’  V 
‘Eithmetic’ 


Earliest  mention  of  schools  in  the  old  Town  of 
Northampton  is  to  be  found  in  McIntosh’s  History 
of  Gates  where  it  is  reported  that  one  Peter  Sheffer 
was  elected  school  commissioner  in  the  year  1798. 
The  first  school  committee,  according  to  this  author, 
was  formed  in  1799  and  consisted  of  Chapman  Haw¬ 
ley,  Joseph  Morgan  and  Josiah  Fish.  This  would  in¬ 
dicate  that  there  must  have  been  a  school  of  some 
sort  at  that  very  early  date,  even  though  there  prob¬ 
ably  were  not  more  than  a  dozen  families  living  west 
of  the  Genesee  River. 


Actually,  the  earliest  record  of  an  established 
school  in  the  Town  of  Gates  is  contained  in  the  min¬ 
utes  of  newly  organized  school  district  No.  11  (later 
changed  to  No.  5)  dated  May  15,  1824,  at  which  it 
was  decided  to  build  a  schoolhouse  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  Alexander  Kenyon’s  farm.  As  far  as 
can  Ik?  ascertained  from  these  minutes,  the  school- 
house  was  built  in  the  vicinity  of  Buffalo  and  Elm- 
grove  roads,  and  pre-dated  the  old  No.  5  school 
which  stood  for  132  years  at  this  same  location. 


In  succeeding  years  four  other  public  schools 
were  built  in  the  Town  of  Gates  by  the  forward- 
looking  citizens  of  our  town. 

In  these  early  days  children  were  sent  to  school 
when  they  could  be  spared  from  planting  and  har¬ 
vesting,  and  when  weather  permitted.  Sometimes 
there  were  only  three  or  four  months  of  school  each 
year.  There  was  a  summer  school  and  a  winter  school, 
with  a  different  teacher  for  each  session.  Usually  it 
was  a  man  in  winter  when  the  fires  had  to  be  made 
each  morning  and  when  the  older  boys  could  attend 
school  and  required  a  firm  hand,  and  a  woman  in 
summer.  One  teacher  taught  grades  one  through 
eight.  Desks  were  merely  smoothed  boards  placed 
on  braces  and  the  children  sat  on  benches.  Teachers 
boarded  at  the  homes  of  the  various  pupils  and  it 
was  deemed  a  privilege  to  be  the  host. 

Prior  to  1849  support  for  education  came  from 
a  state  grant,  depending  upon  the  number  of  school- 
age  children  in  a  district,  and  from  a  tax  levied 
against  each  town  by  the  County  Supervisors.  Ad¬ 
ditional  funds  were  supplied  by  parents,  who  paid 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  school-age  children 
and  the  total  number  of  days  they  attended.  Conse¬ 
quently  many  children  who  should  have  been  in 
school  were  not  simply  because  their  parents  could 
not  afford  to  send  them.  Then  in  1849  “an  Act  Es¬ 
tablishing  Free  Schools  Throughout  the  State”  was 
passed  by  the  legislature. 


DISTRICT  SCHOOL  No.  5 


( Formerly  District  No.  1 1  and  District  No.  8) 

This  little,  one-room  schoolhouse  had  its  begin¬ 
ning  in  May,  1824,  when  a  meeting  was  held  to  elect 
school  officers.  I.  P.  Fitch  was  chosen  moderator; 
Jonathan  Kingsley,  clerk;  James  Merrill,  William 
Jameson,  Luke  Hopkins  and  Joshua  Beaman,  trus¬ 
tees.  It  was  voted  to  hold  school  for  three  months 
t>eginning  in  December,  1824,  and  to  have  a  woman 
teacher.  At  a  meeting  held  in  January  of  the  same 
year,  it  was  voted  to  pay  James  Merrill  $12.50  for 
iabour  done  on  the  schoolhouse. 

The  book  of  minutes,  laboriously  written — some¬ 
times  legible  and  sometimes  not,  is  in  the  possession 
of  Warren  B.  DeWitt,  2893  Buffalo  Road,  who  was 
a  trustee  of  District  No.  5  from  1949  until  the  school 
was  closed  in  1952. 

It  was  in  1828  that  the  existing  school  was  re¬ 
built  at  a  cost  of  $190.00.  At  a  succeeding  meeting 
in  1829,  a  plan  for  insuring  that  the  pupils  would  be 
kept  warm,  was  devised.  Each  man  in  the  district 
was  to  furnish  one  half  cord  of  wood  for  each  scholar 
and  if  a  man  neglected  to  do  so  when  his  turn  came, 
he  must  pay  $1.00  for  every  cord  of  wood  neglected. 

In  1874  the  school  budget  was:  Teacher’s  salary, 
$104.60;  purchase  of  stove,  $40.00;  coal  for  stove, 
$25.00;  Incidentals,  $2.50;  total,  $172.10. 

The  Beaman  family  was  active  in  school  affairs 
since  1824.  Names  of  Joshua  Beaman’s  descendents 
are  to  be  found  in  the  school  minutes  through  1914 
when  the  final  minutes  included  in  the  book,  are 
signed  by  Frank  Beaman,  clerk.  The  school  budget 
at  that  time  was  estimated  for  the  coming  year  at 
$400.00. 


In  1953,  No.  5  had  a  balance  on  hand  of  $3,969.37, 
ending  its  129  year  history  in  good  financial  shape. 

The  little  schoolhouse  stood,  unused  and  un¬ 
wanted  for  nearly  seven  years  after  its  pupils  left  to 
attend  Thomas  Edison  School,  and  in  1961  was  fin¬ 
ally  dismantled. 


This  little  one-room  school  house  served  Gates  Dis¬ 
trict  No.  5  for  129  years.  It  was  located,  though 
not  used,  until  1961  at  the  corner  of  Buffalo  and 
Elmgrove  Roads 
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WESTSIDE  MEDICAL  BUILDING 
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Miss  Magadalene  DeMay, 

President  of  Westgate  Association,  and 
owner  of  MADEMOISELLE  DRESS  SHOP, 
one  of  Rochester's  largest  Specialty 
Shops,  is  happy  to  be  a  part  of,  and 
wishes  to  extend  her  personal 

CONGRATULATIONS 

to  the  Town  of  Gates  on  it's  continuing 
progress. 
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841  BUFFALO  RD.  ROCHESTER  24,  N.  Y. 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 

WISCHMEYER  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

1025  BUFFALO  ROAD  ROCHESTER  24,  N.  Y. 
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MODELING 

•  RECREATION  ROOMS 

•  KITCHENS,  Etc. 


ALTERATIONS 

•  BREEZEWAYS 

•  GARAGES 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

ID  6-2043 


BOB  MILLARD 


170  COLWICK  ROAD 


GATES 


School  No.  5 
Classroom 

Thousands  of  Gates  boys 
and  girls  learned  the 
"Three  Rs"  in  this  school- 
house  which  was  built  in 
1828  at  the  corner  of 
Buffalo  and  Elmgrove 
Roads. 


WASHINGTON  IRVING  SCHOOL 


(Formerly  District  No.  9  and  District  No.  1) 

In  the  vault  of  Washington  Irving  School  on 
Chili  Avenue,  is  a  yellowed,  torn  scrap  of  paper, 
deeding  a  lot  54'  x  28'  to  Gates-Chili  District  No.  9 
for  a  school  house.  It  bears  the  date,  December  19, 
1826.  The  land,  on  which  Gates-Chili  Firehouse  No. 
1  now  stands,  was  given  by  one  Joel  Wheeler. 

At  the  first  school  meeting  held  on  October  3, 
1826,  with  Daniel  Loomis  acting  as  chairman,  it  was 
voted  to  raise  $199.50  to  complete  a  school  house, 
$50.00  for  a  woodshed,  $20.00  for  a  back  house  and 
$30.00  for  buying  a  stove  and  pipe.  Cyrus  Handy 
was  elcted  clerk;  James  Wooden,  trustee;  John  Ken- 
nell,  collector  and  Thomas  Brady,  librarian. 

This  building  was  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge, 
a  log  cabin,  and  served  the  district  for  nearly  20 
years.  Then  on  March  30,  1844,  a  special  meeting 
was  held  at  which  it  was  decided  to  build  a  new 
schoolhouse  on  the  site  of  the  old  building.  On  Jan¬ 
uary  25,  1850  it  was  voted  to  have  four  months  of 
summer  school  and  four  months  of  winter  school  and 
to  raise  by  tax  $75.00  for  teachers’  wages  for  the 
coming  year.  In  1851  the  school  year  was  extended 
to  ten  months. 


These  teachers  taught  all  eight  grades  at  the  No.  1 
Schoolhouse  on  Chili  Road  in  years  gone  by.  They 
are:  Left,  Miss  Louise  Vane,  1864-1  865,  and  Right, 
Miss  Ada  Scarse,  1891  The  photographs  were 
loaned  by  Mrs.  Louise  Oaunton  Scott. 


Some  improvements  were  made  during  the  ensu¬ 
ing  years.  Shade  trees  were  planted;  new  seats  were 
installed  and  the  building  painted  from  time  to  time. 

In  1  S  1 1  .John  Kennell,  who  had  faithfully  served 
the  district  as  clerk  for  32  years,  retired.  About  1894 
it  was  decided  to  let  the  schoolhouse  for  meetings. 
Sabbath  School,  lectures,  etc.,  so  that  in  addition  to 
serving  as  a  place  of  learning,  the  old  school  house 
Itccame  a  center  of  church  and  social  activity  and  re¬ 
mained  so  for  many  years. 

All  this  constant  use  took  its  toll  and  at  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  held  August  6,  1901,  School  Commis¬ 
sioner  Chauncey  Brainard  informed  the  Board  that 
unless  more  room  was  provided  and  the  present 
building  better  lighted  and  ventilated,  it  would  be 
condemned.  A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  levy 
a  tax  of  $1200  to  build  an  addition  to  the  old  house 
including  a  cellar  and  furnace  and  to  make  needed 
repairs. 

From  that  time  on  District  No.  1,  as  it  was  now 
designated,  grew  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Many  im¬ 
provements  were  made  and  in  1926,  for  the  first  time 
in  its  history,  the  district  was  paying  on  a  bank  note 
of  $630.00.  That  same  year  the  PTA  was  organized 
with  Mrs.  Clark  as  president.  In  1927  Miss  Jeanette 
Dick  joined  the  three-teacher  faculty  and  is  still 
teaching  at  Washington  Irving  —  a  valued  and  re¬ 
spected  member  of  the  staff. 

Al>out  1928  plans  were  instigated  for  building  a 
new  school  on  another  site.  Through  the  cooperation 
and  work  of  the  building  committee,  headed  by  Ed¬ 
win  Fairbanks,  Everett  Kennell,  the  sole  Trustee, 
and  John  Malloch,  District  Superintendent,  the 
building  was  ready  for  occupancy  in  January,  1931. 
The  name,  Washington  Irving,  approved  by  the  Dis¬ 
trict  voters,  gave  distinction  to  the  new  school. 

Washington  Irving’s  first  principal  and  who  still 
serves  in  that  capacity  today,  is  Everett  Chaffee.  He 
was  apfjointed  in  1934  and  has  devoted  his  life  to 
the  welfare  of  the  school  and  its  pupils. 

In  1946  the  school  classification  was  changed 
from  a  Common  School  District  to  a  Union  Free 
School  and  work  was  begun  on  an  addition  which  to¬ 
day  houses  an  auditorium-gymnasium,  a  kindergar¬ 
ten,  eight  classrooms,  health  rooms  and  a  new  office 
suite.  This  was  completed  in  1950.  Washington  Irv¬ 
ing  is  now  part  of  the  centralized  school  district. 


This  it  how  the  interior  of  Gates  No.  1  school  looked 
about  1906.  The  two  teachers  ore:  Left,  Miss  Pierce, 
and  Right,  Mist  Hattie  Collins. 


Pupils  of  grades  one  through  eight  are  pictured  beside 
Dictrict  No.  1  Schoolhouse  in  1901.  See  anyone 
you  know?  Miss  Williamson  and  Mitt  Collins  were  the 
teachers. 


PAINE  DRUG,  INC. 

LYELL  CREST  HARDWARE 

RALPH'S  BARBER  SHOP 

2388  LYELL  AVENUE 

2320  LYELL  AVENUE 

2284  LYELL  AVENUE 

Rochester  6,  New  York 

Rochester  6,  New  York 

Rochester  6,  New  York 

MONROE  LITHO  &  LETTER  SERVICE 

3«  ST.  PAUL  STREET  •  ROCHESTER  4,  N  Y.  •  HAMILTON  6-0880 


These  Gotes-Chili  Junior-Senior  High  School  students  were  the  winners  of  the  Sesquicentennial  Poster  Con¬ 
test.  Prizes  were  awarded  by  the  Sesquicentennial  Celebration  Committee.  Left  to  Right:  Steve  Shaw, 
Honorable  mention;  Michael  Palma,  Honorable  Mention;  Fred  Palmeroni,  Third  prize;  Sharon  Morgan, 
First  prize;  Lynn  Power,  Second  prize;  John  Sickles,  Honorable  mention;  Cheryl  Kearns,  Honorable  mention. 


DAVIDS  SAVES  YOU  MONEY 
COMPARISON  PROVES  IT 


Ovtr  20  Yr*.  Experience 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


MODERNIZATION  CENTER, INC 


22  64  LYELi-  AV 


Free  Estimates  —  We  Are  Bonded  and  Insured 


Kitchens  —  Recreation  Rooms  —  Porches  —  Additions 
Garages  —  Dormers  —  Bathrooms  —  Plumbing 
Electrical  —  Heating  —  Air  Conditioning 

No  Job  Too  Large  or  Too  Small 


Locally  Owned  and  Operated 
MICHAEL  LATONE.  Gen.  Mgr. 

CL  4-6010 

2284  Lyell  Avenue 


HAROLD  F.  WOOD  FUNERAL  HOME 


BE  5-2270 — 1530  BUFFALO  ROAD  Near  Howard  Road — Next  to  Gates  Town  Hall 


COMPLIMENTS 

" FREE  BABY  CONES  AT  ALL  TIMES" 
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PARTY  HOUSE 

1960  LYELL  AVENUE 

677  BEAHAN  ROAD 

“THE  BUILDING  WITH  THE 

GREEN  AND  WHITE  STRIPES" 

-  ★  - 

13  FLAVORS 

BERNER'S 

PRESCRIPTION  OPTICIANS 

WHELPLEY  &  PAUL  INC. 

GATES  LIQUOR  STORE 

MANGER  ARCADE  ROCHESTER  4,  NEW  YORK 

LYELL  and  HOWARD  ROADS 

NORTHGATE  PLAZA  OFFICE 

3800  DEWEY  AVENUE 

TWELVE  CORNERS  OFFICE 

1790  MONROE  AVENUE 

GL  8-0706 

♦WESTGATE  PLAZA  OFFICE 

CHILI  AVENUE  at  BROOKS 

CRAWFORDS 

TEXACO  SERVICE 

ROWLING 

HEATING  and  AIR  CONDITIONING 

•  Gas  Furnaces 

CAS  LUBRICATION 

O  1  L  ACCESSORIES 

•  Boilers 

•  New  Installations 

•  Cleaning 

•  Repairing 

1250  BUFFALO  ROAD 

533  HINCHEY  ROAD 

“We  Give  S  &  H  Green  Stamps " 

FA  8-8139 

WARREN  HARDING  SCHOOL 


(Formerly  District  No.  11  and  District  No.  7) 

It  was  in  1827  that  the  first  legal  school  meeting 
was  held  in  District  No.  11.  The  people  voted  to 
build  a  school  house,  18'  x  24',  not  to  exceed  the  cost 
of  $150.00.  The  first  Trustees  were  Matthias  Garrett, 
Hilan  Booth  and  Horace  Graves.  The  first  Collector 
was  David  Fichnor  and  the  first  Clerk,  Calvin 
Sperry.  The  school  was  built  on  the  same  site  where 
the  present  Harding  School  now  stands. 

In  the  year  1829  there  was  seven  months  school 
with  $39.22  paid  out  in  expenses;  $36.50  for  teachers’ 
salaries,  $2.50  for  fire  logs,  18c  for  a  broom,  leaving 
a  balance  on  hand  of  4c. 

On  October  9,  1835,  the  number  of  the  district 
was  changed  to  No.  7.  A  stove  and  100  volumes  of 
books  were  purchased. 

By  1846  a  new  building  was  being  considered.  At 
a  special  meeting  on  August  15,  it  was  voted  unani¬ 
mously  to  build  at  a  cost  of  $400.00  and  to  buy  the 
land  the  district  had  used  for  20  years  for  school 
purposes.  The  cost  was  $30.00.  The  new  schoolhouse 
was  to  stand  on  land  belonging  to  Calvin  Sperry.  It 
was  built  in  the  summer  of  1847,  and  served  the  dis¬ 
trict  until  1882,  when,  the  old  school  was  leveled  and 
a  new  frame  schoolhouse  of  the  same  dimensions  was 
erected,  at  a  total  cost  of  $1,272.80. 

In  1885  a  gift  of  a  point  of  land  was  given  to  the 
district  by  Mr.  E.  Patten  on  condition  that  the  dis¬ 
trict  would  assume  the  cost  of  making  the  deed  and 
straightening  a  fence  on  the  property. 

In  the  year  1906  Samuel  J.  Jackling  was  elected 
clerk  and  thus  began  a  history  of  more  than  40  years 
of  service  to  Harding  School  in  various  capacities. 


It  had  now  been  34  years  that  the  old  brick 
building  had  served  the  District,  which  in  the  mean¬ 
time  had  been  changed  to  District  No.  7.  At  a  meet¬ 
ing  in  May  1916,  at  which  George  Neracker  was 
elected  trustee,  District  Superintendent  Malloch 
moved  that  the  trustee  be  empowered  to  get  plans 
and  estimates  for  a  new  building  and  for  an  addition 
to  the  present  building.  This  was  done,  and  on  July 
16,  1916,  it  was  voted  to  move  the  present  building 
south  to  allow  room  for  the  new  building  at  a  cost 
of  $5,000.00. 


The  old  frame  schoolhouse,  formerly  District  No.  7, 
was  a  part  of  Warren  Harding  School  until  1953. 
The  date  of  this  photo  is  uncertain.  The  picture  was 
loaned  by  Mrs.  Evelyn  Hotto  who  still  lives  in  the 
century-old  homestead  built  at  1726  Long  Pond 
Road  by  Christian  Hotto  in  1857. 


In  1921  there  were  206  pupils  during  the  year 
and  only  6  teachers.  The  budget  had  reached  $7,850 
and  high  school  pupils  were  being  sent  to  Spencer- 
port  High.  Klectricity  and  fixtures  were  installed.  A 
new  building  was  needed  once  more,  but  it  was  not 
until  1925 — nine  years  and  many  meetings  later,  that 
the  people  voted  to  approve  the  building  of  a  new 
school.  It  was  decided  to  adopt  the  name  of  Harding 
lor  the  new  school.  Clyde  Brav  became  the  first  prin¬ 
cipal  and  Julia  Herburt,  Clara  Ouderkirk  and  Maude 
Fife  completed  the  teaching  staff. 

Five  years  later,  in  1931,  Curtis  Powers  became 
principal  and  was  followed  a  year  later  by  Arthur 
Doty,  who  served  Harding  in  that  capacity  for  near¬ 
ly  20  years.  That  same  year  the  Board  of  Trustees 
was  organized  into  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
Union  Free  School,  and  Harry  Harmon  was  the  first 
president  of  the  board.  He  was  to  serve  on  the  board 
for  the  next  ten  years. 

Adult  education  classes,  which  were  held  in  the 
basement  of  the  school,  were  begun  in  1936.  In 
November  of  1938  a  Mother’s  Club  was  organized 


and  served  the  school  ancj  the  community  as  a  whole 
until  June  1949  when  the  P.T.A.  was  formed. 

In  1951  Mr.  Doty’s  resignation  was  accepted  and 
Edward  Popen  became  Principal  of  Harding.  Con¬ 
ditions  were  so  crowded  that  the  Principal’s  office 
had  to  be  converted  into  a  classroom  and  Mr.  Popen 
took  over  in  a  converted  storeroom.  The  next  year- 
a  citizens’  committee  was  organized  to  work  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  board  on  the  problem  of  building. 
Mr.  Popen  resigned  and  James  Annis  became  Prin¬ 
cipal,  and  still  continues  in  that  capacity. 

Then  in  1953  work  began  on  an  extensive  new 
addition.  The  old  frame  building  which  had  housed 
so  many  pupils  since  its  erection  in  1882,  was  re¬ 
moved  and  the  new  structure  was  joined  to  the  brick 
building  erected  in  1925  to  create  an  imposing  edifice. 
The  trustees,  then  serving,  and  whose  efforts  were 
largely  responsible  for  the  transformation  were: 
Harry  R.  Tracy,  president;  Oscar  A.  Haase,  Ken¬ 
neth  Kemp,  George  J.  Peterson  and  Harold  T. 
Jenkinson.  The  new  building  was  dedicated  on 
November  14,  1954. 


THOMAS  EDISON  SCHOOL 
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(  Formerly  District  No.  4) 

Earliest  existing  records  of  District  No.  4  school 
(now  known  as  Thomas  Edison)  date  back  only 
to  1837,  although  there  must  have  been  a  school 
in  this  district  previous  to  that  year  since  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  first  recorded  meeting  was  “to  raise  by 
tax  $25.00  to  rrpmr  the  school  house”.  It  was  also 
voted  that  each  man  was  to  furnish  a  cord  of  wood 
to  each  scholar  for  the  stove  by  the  first  day  of 
November.  The  first  known  trustees  were  Eleazor 
Howard,  Joseph  Dewey  and  Moses  Gage. 

In  March  1839,  $20.00  was  raised  by  tax  to  buy 
a  library,  and  the  same  amount  was  paid  to  the 
teacher  of  the  "winter  school".  The  name  of  William 
Hinehey  was  found  in  the  records  of  1841  and  in 
1854,  Chester  Field,  was  trustee.  Descendents  of 
both  of  these  men  are  still  living  in  the  town  of 
Gates. 


A  committee  was  appointed  in  1860  to  see  about 
building  a  new  schoolhouse,  but  nothing  was  done 
about  it  until  May  1869  when  $2,000.00  was  voted 
to  be  raised  for  a  new  school.  In  later  meetings  it 
was  voted  to  buy  land  next  to  the  old  school  and 
sell  the  old  site.  Property  was  purchased  from  H. 
Shearman,  clerk  of  the  board. 

Following  in  their  father’s  footsteps,  Reuben  L. 
Field  was  elected  trustee  in  1886  and  Franklin 
Hinehey  in  1889.  Expenses  kept  going  up  all  the 
time  and  by  1912  it  was  necessary  to  raise  the  sum 
of  $900.00  for  expenses  for  the  coming  year.  Inside 
plumbing  was  installed  in  1916.  In  1917  and  1918, 
Chester  Field,  grandson  of  the  first  Chester  Field, 
served  as  clerk  of  the  school  board. 


COMPLIMENTS 

OF 

GATES 
AMITA,  INC. 

(Formerly  Gates  Italian-American 
Social  Club,  Inc.) 


NINA  BALL 

ASSOCIATES 

•  REALTOR  • 


Complete  Real  Estate  Service 
Specializing  in  West  Side  and  Suburban  Areas 
TRADES  and  EXCHANGES 
MULTIPLE  LISTING  SERVICE 

2738  Chili  Avenue  ID  6-1220 


1923  -  1963 

HOOK’S  FARM  MARKET 

1207  SPENCERPORT  ROAD 

HAROLD  and  ALICE  HOOK 


Compliments  of 

JOHN  LATHRON 
EXCAVATING  CO. 


BASTIAN  BROS. 

CO.  ' 

1600  Clinton  Ave.  N. 

*  Identification  and  Security  Badges 

•  Convention  Badges 

! 

•  Advertising  Specialties 

COngress  6-5650 

.  I 

HARRINGTON  FLORIST 


CONCRETE  PRODUCTS 


304  1  Buffalo  Road 


Phone  ID  6-6760 
or  TU  9-9581 


A  Construction  Materials  Division  of 


FUNERAL  PIECES  Wedding  Flowers — Corsages 
DAILY  DELIVERY  Citywide  Service 

Flotcers  Grown  From  Our  Own  Greenhouses 


CONGRATULATIONS  FROM 

Thelma  Carrese 

" Business  &  Professional  Printing" 

1  OW  CALENDARS  •  BOOK  MATCHES 

LV^VV  ADVERTISING  SPECIALTIES 

COST  PARTY  SUPPLIES  •  WEDDING 
INVITATIONS  and  ACCESSORIES 

1095  Howard  Rd.  -  Rochester  24,  N.  Y. 


/VIJXFTTl  IV 


MA  FHETT/X 


Rochester  Plant 
875  Howard  Road 
Tel.  IDIewood  6-0810 

District  Office 

P.O.  Box  85,  Eastwood  Station 
Syracuse  6,  N.  Y. 

Tel.  HEmpstead  7-8021 


Phone  BE  5-1637 


JIM'S 

TV  SERVICE 


145  ELVIRA  STREET 


ROCHESTER  6,  NEW  YORK 

GL  8-5382 

Factory  All  Work 

Service  Guaranteed 


WYNNE  AUTO  SPRING 
SERVICE,  INC. 

320  SHERMAN  STREET 

ROCHESTER  6,  NEW  YORK 


CASE’S  RESTAURANT 

379  CHILI  AVENUE 

DAILY  LUNCHEON  SPECIALS 

SERVING  HOME  STYLE  DINNERS 
4:45  -  7:00 


HOME  MADE  ICE  CREAM 

Same  Location  34  Years 


THE  LITTLE  RED  SCHOOLHOUSE  (Dist.  No.  4) 

In  1923  the  original  one-room  red  brick  school- 
house  built  in  1869,  became  so  crowded  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  partition  the  building  into  two  rooms.  This 
was  not  satisfactory  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
May  1929  it  was  voted  to  erect  a  new  building  to 
be  so  constructed  that  a  second  floor  could  be  added 
later.  This  was  also  the  year  a  P.T.A.  was  formed 
with  13  members.  The  building  was  completed  in 
January  1931  at  a  cost  of  $104,425.00.  Since  it  was 
the  year  of  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  invention  of 
the  incandescent  lamp,  it  was  decided  to  name  the 
school  “Thomas  Edison”.  A  letter  was  received  from 
Mr.  Edison  thanking  the  board  for  naming  the 
school  after  him.  The  new  school  had  5  classrooms, 
gym,  office  and  basement. 

In  July  1929,  the  resolution  to  buy  land  adjacent 
to  the  present  school  site  as  an  addition  was  voted 
on  and  passed.  The  sum  of  $7,925.00  was  to  be  ap¬ 
propriated  for  this  purpose. 

Mrs.  Marjorie  Tabor  was  the  first  principal  of 
the  new  school,  and  was  assisted  by  Mrs.  Raymond 
Bieber  and  a  Miss  Carter.  Mrs.  Bieber  retired  in 
January  1963  after  32  years  of  devoted  and  faithful 
service  in  teaching  the  children  of  District  No.  4. 
She  was  honored  by  the  Board  of  Education,  the 
school  faculty,  the  P.T.A.  and  many  of  her  former 
pupils  at  a  retirement  dinner. 

Many  changes  took  place  during  the  next  15 
years.  A  kindergarten  was  established.  A  bus  was 
purchased  and  a  movie  projector,  etc.  Then  in  1947 
Thomas  Edison  became  a  Union  Free  School.  In¬ 
creasing  enrollment  made  it  necessary  to  enlarge  the 
school  again  and  in  1949  a  second  story  was  added 
which  provided  6  additional  classrooms  and  a  library. 
A  kitchen  and  cafeteria  were  constructed  in  the 
basement.  Mrs.  Tabor  resigned  as  principal  in  July 
of  1951  after  27  years  of  continual  service  with  the 
gratitude  and  best  wishes  of  all  those  who  knew 
her. 

William  Kirkmire  was  appointed  principal  in 
July  1951  and  two  years  later  it  was  found  that  more 
space  was  needed.  Another  addition,  including  a 
kindergarten  and  several  classrooms  was  approved 
and  completed  by  March  1955. 

William  S.  Hodgetts,  the  present  principal,  was 
appointed  in  1957  when  Mr.  Kirkmire  became  as¬ 
sistant  district  principal  of  the  newly  centralized 
district. 


ROSE'S  BRAKE  SERVICE,  INC. 

1345  Chili  Avenue 

Rochester  24,  N.  Y. 

Phones  ID  6-0402  -  ID  6-0410 

Wheel  Alignment  •  Motor  Tune-up 
General  Repairs  •  Firestone  Tires 
Auto  Lite  Batteries 


CROWN  PLUMBING 
AND  HEATING 

LICENSED  PLUMBER 

RICHARD  G.  LA  DONNA 
HOpkins  7-5723 


SCIENCE  HILL  SCHOOL 


Although  no  actual  records  as  to  the  date  this 
little  one-room  schoolhouse  was  established  could  be 
found,  Clayton  Cady,  last  trustee,  believes  that  it 
was  built  about  1835.  Mr.  Cady,  who  lives  on  Lyell 
Hoad  in  the  Town  of  Spencerport,  was  trustee  at 
the  time  the  school  was  closed  although  that  date 
too  is  uncertain — probably  about  1943. 

It  was  located  just  inside  the  Gates  town  line 
at  Lyell  and  Manitou  Roads  where  it  still  stands 
today  ns  a  remodeled  residence. 

Grades  one  through  eight  were  taught  there. 
Mrs.  Kdward  Prevost,  who  is  a  member  of  the  teach¬ 
ing  staff  of  Warren  Harding  School  and  who  attended 
all  eight  elementary  grades  in  the  little  school,  de¬ 
scribed  the  interior  as  follows:  “The  recitation  plat¬ 
form  was  in  the  front  of  the  room  and  the  pupils 
sat  <m  either  side.  In  the  middle  was  the  stove,  and 
how  we  all  wished  we  would  have  a  seat  neat  the 
stove  in  the  winter.  As  far  as  I  know  there  was  never 
any  inside  plumbing.’’ 

Two  of  the  former  teachers  of  the  Science  Hill 
School  are  Mrs.  Herbert  Spencer  of  Spencerport,  and 
Mrs.  Ward  Maurer  of  Gates. 


AIRPORT  MOTEL 


395  BUELL  ROAD 


Dedicated  to  Gates -Chili 

We  publish  only  the  plain 
and  simple  truth,  dedicated 
to  our  readers  with  unbiased 
facts,  wholesome  opinions, 
and  malice  toward  none. 

GATES -CHILI  NEWS  INC. 

1269  Chili  Avenue  ID  6-4370 

We  are  proud  to  represent  the 
Town  of  Gates  as  the  Official 
Newspaper,  and  enjoy  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  reporting  all  the  news. 


GATES-CHILI  CENTRAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 
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CEUTHALISATIOU 

With  the  steady  increase  in  school  enrollment,  a 
need  for  centralization  was  recognized.  Up  until  this 
time  ninth  through  twelfth  grade  students  had  been 
attending  high  schools  outside  the  Gates-Chili  Dis¬ 
tricts  on  a  tuition  basis.  Enrollment  was  growing 
beyond  the  capacity  of  these  high  schools  and  it  was 
becoming  economically  impractical  to  continue  edu¬ 
cating  our  high  school  students  on  a  tuition  basis. 

The  proposal  for  centralization  was  put  to  the 
voters  and  in  December,  1955,  it  was  voted  to  cen¬ 
tralize  Gates  1,  4,  5,  7  and  Chili  2  and  11  districts. 
Cecil  Luffman,  formerly  District  Principal  of  the 
Hilton  Schools,  was  named  District  Principal.  In 
1957  William  J.  Kirkmire,  then  Principal  of  Thomas 
Edison  Elementary  School,  was  named  Assistant 
District  Principal  and  on  Mr.  Luffman’s  retirement 
in  June  1962,  he  became  District  Principal. 

On  May  1,  1956,  district  voters  approved  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  an  86-acre  site  on  the  east  side  of  Wegman 
Road  for  the  erection  of  a  Junior-Senior  High  School. 
Then  on  June  28,  of  that  same  year  a  vote  for  the 
proposal  and  bond  issue  to  build  this  school  was 
cast.  The  plan  also  called  for  the  construction  of  a 


COCO'S  MARKET 

2048  LYELL  AVE.  cor.  LEE  RD. 

Rochester  6,  New  York 


separate  administration  building  and  a  3-stall  bus 
service  garage  on  the  same  site.  The  building  was 
designed  by  Benedict  Ade,  Architect. 

Work  was  started  on  June  4,  1957  and  by  Sep¬ 
tember  of  1958,  the  new  Junior-Senior  High  School 
was  ready  to  accommodate  7th,  8th  and  9th  grade 
pupils  of  the  Gates-Chili  Central  District  Schools. 
The  total  cost,  including  administration  building 
and  garage,  was  $3,611,432.89. 

Harold  W.  Beam,  formerly  Assistant  Principal  of 
Maryvale  High  School  in  Cheektowaga,  N.  Y.,  and 
who  holds  a  Master  of  Education  Degree  from  the 
University  of  Michigan,  was  named  Principal.  Dedi¬ 
cation  ceremonies  were  held  on  May  24,  1959. 


RAYMOND'S 

HOUSE  OF  BEAUTY 


RADIANT  LOOK  OF  FASHION 


2384  Lyell  Avenue  CL  4-9655 


R.  L.  MARTELL  CO. 

GARDEN  CENTER  -  FARM  MARKET 

2005  LYELL  AVENUE 

Rochester  6,  New  York 
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CL  4-8250 


GATES-CHILI  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 


WE  CONTINUE  TO  GROW 
Even  (hough  the  new  high  school  provided  edu¬ 
cational  facilities  for  1400  pupils,  it  soon  became 
apparent  from  the  increased  population  in  both 
dates  and  Chili,  that  it  would  shortly  become  in¬ 
adequate.  The  need  for  a  transitional  school  to  re¬ 
lieve  above  peak  enrollments  in  all  five  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  was  anticipated.  So,  in  June,  1961 
informational  meetings  to  explain  a  proposed  build¬ 
ing  program  were  held.  On  June  20,  1961  district 
voters  approved  plans  for  the  building  of  a  1,000 
pupil  Junior  High  School  to  be  erected  adjacent  to 
the  present  Junior-Senior  High  School.  The  build¬ 
ing  was  designed  by  Walzer  and  Miller,  Architects. 

dround  was  broken  on  July  1,  1962  and  a  corner¬ 
stone  laying  ceremony  was  held  on  May  20,  1963. 
The  school  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  by  August 
of  this  year  ( 1963)  in  time  to  accommodate  7th  and 
8th  grade  pupils  within  the  centralized  district  when 
school  resumes  in  September. 

I X) well  Benjamin,  Assistant  dates-Chili  High 
School  Principal,  assumed  his  duties  as  Principal  of 
the  Junior  High  School  on  July  1,  1963.  Mr.  Ben¬ 
jamin  received  his  Master  of  Education  Degree  from 
the  University  of  Rochester  in  1959. 

A  FEW  FACTS  AND  FIdURES 
At  the  beginning  of  this  century,  both  No.  43 
school  on  Lyell  Avenue  and  No.  44  school  on  Chili 
Avenue  were  included  in  the  town  of  dates,  and 
prior  to  that  time  there  were  other  districts  located 
in  the  present  city  of  Rochester.  At  the  present  time 
the  centralized  district  includes  four  elementary 
schools:  Washington  Irving,  Warren  Harding, 

Thomas  A.  Edison  and  Florence  Brasser;  the  five- 
year-old  dates  Chili  High  School  and  the  new  Junior 
High  School.  Three  parochial  schools,  St.  Helen’s, 
St.  Theodore’s  and  Holy  dhost,  as  well  as  St.  An¬ 
drew'*  Seminary  are  located  in  the  town  of  dates. 

During  the  1961-62  school  year  there  were  1,421 
pupils  enrolled  in  the  three  elementary  parochial 
schools;  2.086  pupils  enrolled  in  the  four  elementary 
schools  and  1.461  pupils  enrolled  in  the  high  school. 


TYPOGRAPHY  IN  THIS  HISTORICAL  BOOK 
by  SHEPPARD  COMPOSITION,  INC. 
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CHAIRMAN 
OF  PURCHASING 

Join  in  the  fun!  Get  your 
Sesquicentennial  Souve¬ 
nirs  at  Sesqui  headquart¬ 
ers  at  Westgate  Plaza 
Mall  and  Paine  Drug 
Company,  2388  Lyell 
Avenue. 

SESQUICENTENNIAL 

•  Ties 

•  Bonnets 

•  Bowlers 

•  Top  Hats 

•  Shaver's  Permits 

•  SesquiBelle  Buttons 

•  Indian  Feather  Headbands 

•  Ash  Trays 

•  Ceramic  Mugs 

•  Pot  Holders 

•  Gates  Sesqui  Buttons 

•  T-Shirts 

•  Brothers  of  the  Bush  Buttons 

•  Parchments 
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ABBOTT’S  CUSTARD 

1170  BROOKS  AVENUE 
OPPOSITE  AIRPORT 


DICK  and  BETTY  LONGHOUSE 


Compliments  of 

no\  A.  DllEHEIi 

All  Types  of  Insurance 

Serving  the  Insurance  Needs  of 
the  Industries  and  Individuals  of 
the  Town  of  Gates  successfully 
for  sixteen  years. 


30  Arrowhead  Drive 
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VERNA  B.  HILL 

WEST  SIDE  SPECIALIST 

Homes,  Farms  and  Commercial 
Properties  in  all  Sections 
1475  HOWARD  RD.  (Near  Westgate  Plaza) 

For  Prompt,  Personal, 
Dependable  Service 

Call  FA  8-0261 


ST.  ANDREW'S  SEMINARY 


_ fttir  romine  to  Rochester  as  its  first 
ish.^  Bernard  J.  McQuaid  organ- 

ed  St.  Andrew’s  Seminary  in  1870. 

Occupying  successively  two  locations  on  Plym- 
.h  Avmue  near  the  Cathedral,  the  Seminary  has 

s7”| Til  the  CaUiohc^ priesthood ^oradvanced^studies 

‘  |t.  Andrew  s  began  to 

iccept  boarding  'continue d  S  use  until 

to  o.  Mr,  Prank 

[)’,u,i  St.  William’s  House  was  built  as  a  residence 
I, unseat  1150  Buffalo  Road. 


Kearney?  fiop^ AnSmw“?nd  was 

under  Monsignor  Maynard  A.  Connell,  the  new 

“si:uy0rseern,!nary  is  headed  by  Montngnor 
Richard  M.  Quinn  “^d^ga0,faS,ghy>cho“  and 
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:,RST  P  T  A.  PICNIC,  WASHINGTON  IRVING  SCHOOL 
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HERSEY-SPARLING 
METER  CO. 


A  Full  Line  of 

WATER  MEASUREMENT  DEVICES 


NORMAN  A.  DENSBERGER 
Sales  Representative 

HERSEY  PRODUCTS 

401  MAIN  STREET  LITTLE  FERRY,  NEW  JERSEY 
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SPITZ 
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TU  9-4746 

14  CHESTNUT  RIDGE 


World  Wide  Wire  Service 
City-wide  Delivery 


GREETING 

CARDS 


Open  Daily  9  a.m.  to  7  p.m. 


FA  8-7171 

CLEARY 

OIL  CO.,  Inc. 

•  KEROSENE 

•  FUEL  OIL 


If  no  answer,  please  call 

NO  3-6060 
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For  the  first  fifteen  years  that  Gates  was  a  town, 
going  to  church  meant  packing  a  lunch.  The  early 
settlers  had  no  asphalt  nor  gravel  to  pave  their  way 
to  the  nearest  churches  in  Rochester  and  Parma. 
Good  road  conditions  allowed  the  luxury  of  a  buggy, 
but  many  were  the  Sundays  when  a  sturdy  stick  was 
the  only  support  for  a  long  muddy  walk.  In  1828  this 
Sabbath  day  commuting  ceased  to  be  a  necessity. 
Two  churches  were  organized  in  that  year,  and  since 
then  seven  others  have  shared  significantly  in  direct¬ 
ing  the  course  of  our  community.  This  is  their  story. 


(gates  Presbyterian 
(Eljurrlf 

The  First  Presbyterian  Society  of  Gates,  now 
GATES  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  was  organ¬ 
ized  on  October  28,  1828.  In  the  home  of  Eleazer 
Howard  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Buffalo  and  How. 
ard  Roads  this  small  group  met  together.  Sunday 
school  meetings  were  soon  being  held  in  the  brick 
schoolhouse  known  as  District  No.  7  and  the  log 
schoolhouse  just  west  of  the  church. 

The  first  church  building  was  a  small  frame  struc¬ 
ture  costing  about  $400.00.  The  site  was  donated  by 
Eleazer  Howard,  together  with  the  land  for  the  ad¬ 
joining  cemetery.  The  Rev.  Mr.  George  Sill,  although 
not  a  permanent  pastor,  was  very  active  in  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  first  church.  This  small  sanctuary  was 
soon  outgrown. 

A  new  church  was  erected  on  the  present  site  at 
a  cost  of  $1,000.00.  The  Rev.  Mr.  James  Ballantine 
was  the  leading  man  in  building  this  church.  He  was 
ably  assisted  by  Spencer  Woodworth  and  Matthias 
Garrett,  who  had  helped  in  the  construction  of  the 
first  church.  The  sheds  were  built  in  1854  by  Deacon 
Sperry  at  the  cost  of  $180.00.  Frank  Hinchey  gave 
a  melodeon. 

After  some  sixty  years  of  housing  Presbyterians 
at  worship,  the  old  frame  church  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1906.  For  a  period  of  about  two  years,  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  in  the  Union  Hall.  The  present  sanc¬ 
tuary  was  dedicated  in  May  of  1912,  and  the  new 
educational  building  was  completed  in  1954. 

The  Civil  War  years  were  difficult  ones  with  a 
Sunday  School  record  of  1863  noting,  “Our  Young 
Men's  Bible  Class  is  broken  up,  most  of  them  having 
joined  the  army”.  Members  returned  bearing  the 
scars  of  battle  and  the  “horrors  of  prison  life  in  a 
rebel  prison”.  It  was  also  in  those  difficult  times  that 
a  pastor,  journeying  from  the  city,  was  kept  from 
church  attendance  because  “the  City  of  Rochester 
was  under  water  through  the  central  part”. 


The  first  resident  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Frank 
G.  Weeks,  came  to  the  church  in  1895.  Since  this 
time  the  church  has  been  served  by  seven  pastors. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Edward  Claflin  followed  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Weeks  in  1905.  The  others  have  been:  the  Rev. 
John  B.  White,  the  Rev.  Andrew  F.  Rauth,  the  Rev. 
George  C.  Van  Artsdalen,  the  Rev.  Herbert  E.  Pic¬ 
kett,  Jr.  and  the  Rev.  Franklin  B.  Lane.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  J.  Allen  Breedlove  is  the  present  pastor  of  the 
church. 

Three  assistant  pastors  have  served  in  the  church. 
Presently,  the  Rev.  Donn  F.  Vickers  is  the  assistant. 
Prior  to  this,  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  McKee  and  the  Rev. 
Gordon  Prout  were  the  assistant  pastors. 


Gates  Presbyterian  Church.  This  is  the  second  building  which 
was  built  in  1  844  and  burned  in  1906. 


iElmgroug  iHrttyniiist  (Elturrli 


About  the  same  time  the  Presbyterian  Church 
was  formed,  the  ELMGROVE  METHODIST 
CHURCH  convened  in  a  log  cabin  schoolhouse  at 
the  northwest  corner  of  Elmgrove  and  Spencerport 
Roads.  The  present  church  property  was  purchased 
for  $30.68,  and  one  year  later  in  1848  a  frame  build¬ 
ing  was  erected.  According  to  the  record,  “There 
were  two  doors  entering  the  building,  one  on  the 
right,  and  the  other  on  the  left.  Ladies  entered  by 
the  left  door  .  .  .  the  men  by  the  right  .  .  .”  It  was 
the  custom  for  each  family  to  have  its  own  pew  so 
that  once  in  the  door  husbands  and  wives  could  join 
one  another. 

A  good  Methodist  contribution  to  religion  on  the 
frontier  was  the  circuit  riding  preacher.  During  many 
of  its  early  years,  the  Elmgrove  Church  was  served 
by  these  ministers  on  horseback.  The  church  was 
part  of  the  Ogden  circuit,  which  included  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Spencerport. 

By  1875  the  church  was  credited  with  having 
20  regular  members,  and  during  this  year  people 
raised  $500.00  for  repairs  to  the  building.  Oyster 
suppers  proved  to  be  popular  and  an  effective  way 
of  fund  raising.  There  is  an  account  of  one  such 
supper  which  netted  a  profit  of  $100.00.  The  price 
of  oysters  in  those  days  was  $1.00  per  gallon,  less 
5c  per  gallon  discount  to  charitable  organizations. 

These  early  frame  churches  seemed  most  sus¬ 
ceptible  to  fires  for  in  1900  a  bad  fire  destroyed  the 
building.  Two  transients,  looking  for  a  warm  place 
to  sleep,  had  broken  into  the  building  and  built  a 
fire  which  over-heated  the  kitchen  stove.  By  1904 
the  new  building  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  about 
$2,000.00.  This  is  the  building  presently  standing 
at  the  southwest  corner  of  Spencerport  and  Elm¬ 
grove  Roads.  In  1927  an  addition  to  that  building 
was  completed  and  properly  dedicated. 
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On  January  6,  1952,  in  a  special  ceremony,  these 
words  were  spoken,  “We  gather  here  together  to  .  .  . 
celebrate  that  freedom  of  all  indebtedness  in¬ 
curred  by  the  building  of  this  hall.  Let  us  give  thanks 
to  our  heavenly  Father  for  enabling  us  to  meet  our 
every  obligation  and  to  our  former  pastor  and  good 
friend,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kerrison,  for  his  untiring  efforts 
in  his  mortgage  reducing  campaign”.  Now  serving 
the  church  is  the  Rev.  Paul  Irwin. 
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The  HOLY  GHOST  CHURCH  is  located  in  the 
settlement  of  Coldwater  where  nearly  one  hundred 
years  ago  lived  a  group  of  German-speaking  families 
of  the  Catholic  faith.  Their  desire  was  a  religious 
education  for  their  children  and  they  engaged  a 
layman  part-time  to  teach  their  children.  Many  of 
them  had  l>een  walking  nearly  ten  miles  to  attend 
Mass  at  St.  Joseph’s  Church  in  Rochester.  Thus 
it  was  in  1865  through  their  efforts  that  a  school 
was  begun. 

The  parish  began  as  a  small  mission,  and  in  1875 
the  first  brick  church  was  constructed.  Most  of  the 
men  of  the  parish  mounted  horseback  to  meet  the 
first  Bishop  of  Rochester,  the  Most  Rev.  Bernard 
J.  McQuaid,  and  to  escort  him  to  the  parish  plot  for 
the  cornerstone  ceremony.  In  1876,  the  church,  a 
mission  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s  Church,  Greece, 
was  incorporated.  The  Rev.  P.  Kraus  served  from 
1876  until  his  death  a  year  later. 

In  1906  the  present  Medina  stone  Gothic  church 
edifice  was  dedicated  by  Bishop  McQuaid. 

On  June  8,  1908,  the  mission  was  created  a  par¬ 
ish  and  the  Rev.  Peter  A.  Erras  was  appointed  resi¬ 
dent  pastor.  Father  Erras  served  Holy  Ghost  Parish 
for  24  years  and  died  November  27,  1936.  For  some 
years  the  parish  was  served  by  the  Rev.  Elmer 
Hcindl  under  the  administratorship  of  the  late  Rt. 
Rev.  Msgr.  Edward  M.  Lyons  of  St.  Andrew’s  Sem¬ 
inary. 

Father  Erras  was  succeeded  on  June  25,  1937, 
by  the  Rev.  Joseph  ('.  VVur/.er,  then  vice-principal 
of  Aquinas  Institute  of  Rochester.  It  was  during  his 
four-year  pastorate  that  the  parish  hall  was  erected 
by  Joseph  Entress,  builder  and  lifelong  parishioner, 
with  the  voluntary  aid  of  parishioners. 

On  October  26,  19.38,  the  ravages  of  fire  leveled 
the  school  —  the  former  first  church  building. 
Ground  was  broken  at  once  for  the  first  fourroomsof 
the  present  modern  school,  which  was  dedicated  by 
His  Excellency  Bishop  Kearney  on  April  21,  1939. 

Father  Wur/.er  died  unexpectedly  in  the  parish 
rectory  on  July  28,  1943.  The  Rev.  Albert  J.  Geiger, 
present  pastor,  was  appointed  to  succeed  him  on 
August  16,  1943.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Erdle  was  as¬ 
signed  as  Assistant  to  Father  Geiger  in  July  of  1959. 

The  fine  new  Convent  for  ten  nuns  of  the  Order 
of  School  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame  was  erected  in  1958. 
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Altier  &  Sons  Shoe  Stores  salute  the 
Town  of  Gates  on  its  sesquicentennial 
celebration.  After  a  century  and  a  half 
of  progress,  we  wish  you  even  greater 
prosperity  in  the  coming  years.  And, 
we  offer  a  hearty  “'Thank  You”  to  the 


Altier  customers  who  have  patronized 
our  Westgate  Plaza  Store  over  the 
years.  Altier  Stores  are  also  located  in 
Irondequoit,  Northgate,  12  Corners, 
Southtown  and  Pittsford  Plazas. 


Westgate  Plaza 
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For  almost  a  century  Gates  had  but  two  Pro¬ 
testant  churches.  Then,  in  April  of  1923,  the  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN  MISSIONARY' ALLIANCE  CHURCH  was 
organized.  The  Rev.  G.  Verner  Brown,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Northeastern  District  of  this 
denomination  was  the  organizing  pastor.  Within  one 
year  the  first  church  building  was  completed.  Lo¬ 
cated  at  91  Lee  Road,  it  now  houses  the  Berean 
Christian  group.  The  present  structure  on  Lyell 
Ave.  was  begun  in  1958  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
it  will  be  completed  soon. 

During  the  forty  years  of  its  existence,  the  Gates 
Alliance  Church  has  been  served  by  seven  pastors, 
namely:  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Humiston,  the  Rev.  E.  R. 
Rehn,  the  Rev.  Delbert  Lindsey,  the  Rev.  Alfred 
Corbin,  the  Rev.  Alfred  Booth,  the  Rev.  Edward 
Murrary,  and  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  Donald  S. 
Walker. 
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Bruce  H.  White,  Dalton  A.  Gill  and  S.  W. 
Beardsley  were  early  Trustees  in  the  Church  and 
very  instrumental  in  directing  its  beginnings. 
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On  July  1,  1924,  the  Most  Rev.  Thomas  F. 
Hickey,  Bishop  of  Rochester,  assigned  Rev.  John 
J.  Baier,  assistant  at  Holy  Family  Church,  Roch¬ 
ester,  N.  Y.,  to  the  work  of  organizing  a  new  parish 
in  the  town  of  Gates.  At  the  suggestion  of  Father 
Baier,  the  new  parish  was  called  SAINT  THEO¬ 
DORE’S  in  honor  of  Father  D.  Theodore  Laurenzis, 
pastor  of  Holy  Family  Church. 

Mass  was  offered  for  the  first  time  in  the  new 
parish  on  Sunday,  July  20,  1924,  at  8:00  A.M.  by 
Father  Baier  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael 
Kenney,  located  at  the  intersection  of  Lyell  and 
Spencerport  Roads.  On  account  of  the  large  num¬ 
ber  who  attended  (216),  it  was  necessary  to  move 
the  altar  to  the  porch  and  have  Mass  in  the  open. 

Four  acres  of  the  Kenney  farm  were  purchased 
for  the  sum  of  $4,000.00  and  construction  began  in 
the  Spring  of  1925  on  the  church,  a  wood  frame 
building  containing  three  classrooms  and  the  church. 
The  new  edifice  was  formally  dedicated  by  Bishop 
Hickey  on  October  25,  1925.  In  1955  a  34  acre  ad¬ 
dition  was  purchased  for  $19,500  to  the  north  and 
west  of  the  original  plot  on  which  was  dedicated  on 
November  9,  1957,  a  beautiful  combination  church- 
school  building. 


The  members  of  Saint  Theodore’s,  realizing  the 
inestimable  value  of  moral  and  spiritual  training  for 
children,  quickly  opened  a  school  on  September  8, 
1925  for  64  pupils.  The  enrollment  increased  slowly 
until  after  World  War  II  when  the  number  of  chil¬ 
dren  began  growing  rapidly  to  the  present  enrollment 
of  461. 

The  Sisters,  who  have  taught  at  St.  Theodore’s 
from  the  beginning,  moved  into  their  first  convent  at 
177  Spencerport  Road  on  September  4,  1928  where 
they  resided  until  their  new  convent  was  opened 
next  to  the  school  in  April  1963. 

The  first  pastor,  the  Rev.  John  J.  Baier,  was 
transferred  to  St.  John’s  Church  in  Greece,  New 
York,  on  June  24,  1937,  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  Raymond  J.  Epping,  who  capably  guided  the 
parish  through  the  post-war  development  period  until 
his  retirement  in  June  1960.  The  Rev.  Elmer  Heindl 
was  appointed  Father  Epping’s  successor,  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  present  pastor,  Monsignor  Dennis  W. 
Hickey,  in  June  1961.  The  following  priests  have 
served  as  assistant  pastors  at  St.  Theodore’s:  Rev. 
Joseph  Gefell,  1947-1951;  Rev.  Lawrence  Sansom, 
1951-1953;  Rev.  Vincent  Collins,  1953-1954;  Rev. 
John  J.  Steger,  1954 — . 

A  catechetical  center,  called  the  Gates-Chili 
School  of  Religion,  was  built  in  1958.  Under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Father  Steger,  it  is  used  for  the  teaching 
of  religion  to  Catholic  children  attending  Gates- 
Chili  High  School  from  St.  Theodore’s,  St.  Helen’s, 
Holy  Ghost  and  St.  Pius  X  parishes. 
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The  Cates  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  June  1929  with  twelve  charter  members. 
Two  charter  members  of  that  group  are  still  living, 
namely,  Mrs.  Grace  Montrois  and  Mrs.  Clara  Houck 
Connell. 

It  was  in  1930  that  ground  was  broken  for  a 
church  on  land  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  S. 
Youngs  on  Long  Pond  Road,  North  Gates.  The 
church  was  dedicated  May  15,  1932.  Mr.  Youngs, 
n  building  contractor,  had  formed  a  Sunday  School 
group  prior  to  this  in  North  Gates  and  its  meetings 
were  held  in  the  various  homes  in  that  locality.  It 
was  he  also  who  was  Sunday  School  Superintendent 
and  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  church 
from  its  inception  until  his  death  in  March,  1954. 

The  Rev.  John  Wilcox  was  the  first  pastor.  The 
Rev.  Earl  Barrett  served  for  one  year  after  the  Rev. 
Wilcox  left.  For  six  years  thereafter  the  Rev.  Alton 
Shea  served,  during  which  time  many  improvements 
were  made  on  the  church  property  and  grounds.  The 
Rev.  Ralph  Haines  served  in  the  church  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  and  one-half,  and  the  Rev.  Adam  Shea, 
father  of  the  Reverend  Alton  Shea,  succeeded  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Haines. 

The  parsonage  for  the  church  was  completed  in 
1943.  In  July  1946  the  present  pastor,  the  Reverend 
James  Bence,  began  serving  in  the  church.  During 
the  past  sixteen  years,  the  congregation  has  seen  a 
$25,000.00  addition  to  the  church  completed.  At  the 
present  time  a  new  educational  wing  has  been  erect¬ 
ed  and  dedicated. 

The  following  members  of  the  church  attended 
the  original  American  Sunday  School  Union  which 
was  the  forerunner  of  the  present  church:  Francis, 
Kenneth  and  William  Kemp,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grover 
Wooden,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Hammar,  Edward  and 
Norman  Hammar,  and  Eva  Carter  Curtis. 
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WEGMAN  DAIRY,  INC. 

PASTEURIZED  MILK  and  CREAM 

Phone:  IDIewood  6-8100  465  Chili  Avenue 


ACKERMAN'S,  famous  for  their  charcoal 
broiled  "hots",  was  started  by  Louis  A. 
Ackerman,  who  was  born  at  Sherman  Street 
and  Lyell  Avenue,  then  a  portion  of  Gates, 
in  the  year  1869.  Ackerman's  has  been  in 
existence  for  56  years,  since  1907.  A  portion 
of  the  original  hotel  was  once  a  Stage  Coach 
Station,  and  is  1  20  years  old. 


ACKERMAN'S  2389  LYELL  AVENUE 

ROCHESTER,  NEW  YORK 


MIRACLE  AT  MAIN  AND  EAST ! 

Talk  about  progress!  You  can  see  it  in  the  development  of  our  towns  and  suburbs, 
skyline,  expressways,  homes  and  industries.  There’s  progress  everywhere!  Security’s 
new  Uptown  office  and  Tower  building,  corner  of  East  Avenue  and  Main  Street,  is 
an  important  milestone  marking  the  dramatic  growth  of  Metropolitan  Rochester. 

SECURITY’S  OFFICE  IN  THE 

SECURITY  TRUST  WESTGATE  PLAZA 

23  OFFICES  IN  THE  ROCHESTER  AREA 


PROUDLY  SERVES  THE 
TOWN  OF  GATES 
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The  Rev.  H.  Beecher  Sullivan  has  remained  pas¬ 
tor  of  this  parish  and  is  presently  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  James  Lane  and  the  Rev.  James  Lawlor. 


One  can  hardly  imagine  a  more  modest  parish 
beginning  than  that  represented  by  the  dedication  of 
the  Mission  Chapel  of  ST.  HELEN’S.  The  ceremony 
took  place  on  February  23,  1930  in  a  small  frame 
building  on  Hinchey  Road  in  a  sparsely  settled  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Town  of  Gates.  Bishop  John  F.  O’Hern 
presided.  Here  during  the  ensuing  ten  years  a  verit¬ 
able  handful  of  devout  Catholics  attended  the  single 
Sunday  Mass  offered  by  an  assistant  priest  from 
nearby  St.  Augustine’s. 

With  the  pastoral  appointment  of  the  Rev.  J. 
Beecher  Sullivan,  then  assistant  at  Our  Lady  of 
Good  Counsel  Church,  Bishop  James  E.  Kearney 
signalized  the  establishment  of  the  new  parish  of 
St.  Helen’s  on  June  4,  1940.  Construction  of  a  rec¬ 
tory  was  Father  Sullivan’s  initial  project,  under¬ 
taken  with  a  zeal  which  was  to  characterize  his 
pastorate  through  the  years  to  follow.  Started  in 
July,  the  new  building  was  ready  for  occupancy  in 
November  of  the  same  year.  Sound  counsel  and 
active  support  given  by  the  first  trustees,  William 
J.  Hickey  and  Fred  C.  Sours,  were  indicative  of  the 
spirit  with  which  the  small  band  of  parishioners 
were  to  rally  to  the  support  of  the  new  parish. 

The  inaugural  year  of  1940  was  to  mark  the  in¬ 
ception  of  parish  social  organizations  with  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  Men’s  Club  headed  by  Fred  L.  Robi¬ 
son,  and  the  Ladies  Altar  Society  under  Marydel 
Mance.  Spiritually,  progress  was  likewise  note¬ 
worthy.  May  25,  1941  saw  the  “first”  First  Com¬ 
munion  Class  of  6  children,  and  on  May  20,  1942 
Bishop  Kearney  confirmed  a  class  numbering  33. 

Opening  in  a  small  room  in  the  rear  of  the  church 
on  September  7,  1943,  the  parish  school,  too,  had 
a  typically  modest  and  humble  origin.  To  meet  the 
ever  increasing  need,  four  classrooms  and  an  audi¬ 
torium  were  completed  by  September  1948  and  four 
more  classrooms  and  a  kindergarten  were  added  in 
1950.  A  further  complement  of  eight  classrooms, 
completed  in  1956,  brought  the  school  to  its  present 
status. 

Living  facilities  are  now  provided  for  18  teaching 
Sisters.  By  1951  continuing  parish  growth  necessi¬ 
tated  enlargement  of  the  original  church.  Again  in 
1959  plans  were  made  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
church  edifice  which  was  finally  dedicated  on  June 
1 7,  1962,  by  Bishop  James  E.  Kearney. 
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On  October  19,  1941,  Mr.  Carl  G.  Dell  reported 
at  n  meeting  of  the  Lutheran  Mission  Society  of  the 
Rochard  Circuit:  “A  group  of  interested  laymen 
ojHjned  a  Sunday  School  today  in  the  Gates  Fire¬ 
house  with  12  children  and  5  adults  present.  We 
pray  that  Almighty  God  may  bless  this  humble 
beginning  and  we  ask  our  fellow  Christians  to  pray 
for  us”. 


In  1877,  according  to  Beer's  Atlas,  the  area  around 
Lyell  and  Manitou  Roads  was  called  the  "Dutch  Settle¬ 
ment".  Some  of  the  families  who  lived  there  were: 
Amish,  Miller,  Rider,  Thousand,  Judd,  Weber,  Vahue, 
Cabic,  Kelly  and  Volz. 


This  was  the  beginning  of  what  is  known  as  the 
LUTHERAN  CHURCH  OF  OUR  SAVIOUR  on 
Chili  Avenue,  near  Fisher  Road.  The  initial  work  of 
a  Sunday  School  was  developed  and  promoted  by 
interested  members  from  various  Lutheran  Churches 
in  the  city  who  were  living  in  and  about  the  town 
of  Gates. 

On  May  3,  1942  the  first  regular  worship  services 
were  combined  with  the  Sunday  School  session  and 
conducted  by  Vicar  Francis  Runge  who  was  the  as¬ 
sistant  to  Dr.  C.  A.  Behnke,  Pastor  of  St.  Mark’s 
Lutheran  Church,  Rochester,  and  Institutional 
Chaplain.  Six  weeks  later,  the  Rev.  Martin  Mueller 
of  Concordia  Lutheran  Church,  Brockport,  began 
conducting  services.  He  was  succeeded  by  Vicar 
Hans  Liebenow  of  St.  Mark’s  Lutheran  Church, 
Rochester,  who  remained  with  the  group  until  June 
1943.  In  September  1943  Candidate  Lyle  W.  Hal- 
vorson,  a  graduate  of  Concordia  Seminary,  St.  Louis, 
was  ordained  and  installed  in  the  Washington  Irv¬ 
ing  School  as  the  first  resident  pastor  of  the  church 
and  he  has  remained  with  the  congregation  ever 
since. 

A  piece  of  pro{)erty,  which  was  formerly  the 
Jacob  Kern  farm,  was  purchased  in  January  1944, 
as  the  site  of  the  congregation’s  first  church.  In 
May  of  1945  the  War  Production  Board  granted 
permission  to  erect  a  chapel,  the  cost  of  which  was 
not  to  exceed  $8,000.00.  Mr.  John  F.  Rath,  Sr. 
broke  ground  for  the  new  church,  and  the  church 
was  formally  dedicated  on  Nov.  6,  1945. 

An  organization  of  young  people,  known  as  the 
Walther  League,  was  organized  in  February  1946. 
In  October  of  the  same  year  the  Ladies’  Society  was 
organized  with  13  members. 

As  the  congregation  became  more  stable,  a  par¬ 
sonage  was  erected  in  1947.  Additional  improve¬ 
ments  continued  to  be  made  in  the  church,  and 
various  altar  appointments  were  dedicated.  By  the 
l()th  anniversary  of  the  congregation,  in  1951,  a 
new  organ  was  dedicated  and  the  congregation  be¬ 
came  self-supporting. 

Ground  was  broken  for  the  new  church  on  July 
31,  1958,  by  the  oldest  member  of  the  congregation, 
Mr.  William  F.  Longbine.  The  new  church  was  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  service  of  the 
community  on  June  25,  I960. 
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Serving  Industry  for  40  Years 
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RECREATION  COMMISSION 

HARRISON  KELLY . 

VINCENT  GIUMMO . 

ROBERT  ABBOTT . 

BUD  OISTER . 

KENNETH  KEMP  . 
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The  newest  church  to  the  Gates  community  is 
the  Church  of  the  Epiphany,  Episcopal.  In  reality, 
it  is  not  the  youngest  church.  Like  many  of  the 
good  town  residents,  it  has  come  to  us  from  the 
city. 

During  the  winter  of  1866-1867,  cottage  services 
were  held  in  the  eighth  ward  of  Rochester  by  the 
Rev.  Henry  Anstice,  Rector  of  St.  Luke’s  Church. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  mission  that  led  to 
the  founding  of  the  Church  of  the  Epiphany. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  people  of  St.  Luke’s 
Parish,  $14,000.00  was  raised  to  build  a  chapel  in 
South  Francis  Street  (now  Jefferson  Avenue)  at  the 
head  of  Adams  Street.  The  cornerstone  of  the  new 
chapel  was  laid  July  23,  1868.  Upon  completion  of 
the  chapel,  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Raymond,  Assistant 
Rector  of  St.  Lukes’  Church  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Mission  which  was  named  “The  Church  of  the 
Epiphany”  and  divine  worship  was  held  on  May  8, 
1870. 

Over  the  years  the  parish  grew.  However,  during 
the  past  25  years  members  began  to  move  away 
from  the  parish  area.  It  was  during  this  time  that 


thoughts  of  relocating  the  parish  facilities  were  form¬ 
ing.  After  many  months  of  seeking  for  a  suitable 
site  that  would  receive  the  approval  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  and  of-  the  Diocese,  the  present  site  on  Buf¬ 
falo  Road  was  secured.  A  building  fund  drive  was 
undertaken,  an. architectural  firm  was  engaged  and 
the  machinery  set  in  motion  to  build  new  parish  fa. 
cilities  and  to  relocate  the  parish  Church  of  the 
Epiphany. 


Epiphany  has  been  at  its  present  location,  3285 
Buffalo  Road,  for  two  and  a  half  years,  and  is  at¬ 
tempting  to  identify  itself  with  and  to  serve  its 
new  parish  home.  The  Rev.  Irving  V.  Shepard  is 
rector. 


In  brief,  these  are  the  stories  of  the  Gates 
Churches.  Not  only  have  they  grown  as  the  town 
has  grown,  but  they  have  enriched  the  corpoiate 
life  of  the  community.  The  historical  records  of  the 
churches  bear  the  names  of  many  who  also  had 
significant  roles  in  the  origin  and  the  development 
of  the  town.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  May  such  as 
these  continue  to  serve  faithfully  in  all  areas  of  life. 


BEST  WISHES 

FROM  AN  OLD  FRIEND 

HARRY  SILVER 

CHIU  AVE.  PHARMACY 

431  CHILI  AVENUE  corner  POST  AVENUE 

Noted  for  Reputable  and  Dependable  Service 


f  COMPLIMENTS  1 
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CATHOLIC  CHURCHES  of  GATES 


HOLY  GHOST  CHURCH 


220  COLDWATER  ROAD 


ST.  HELEN'S  CHURCH 


296  HINCHEY  ROAD 


ST.  THEODORE'S  CHURCH 


168  SPENCERPORT  ROAD 


Scenes 

Of 


Y  esteryear 


Old  Steam  Holler 


This  old  steam  roller  was  a  familiar  sight  in  the 
Town  of  Gates  50  years  ago.  The  photograph  was 
loaned  by  Mrs.  Theodore  Statt,  whose  father-in-law 
John  Statt,  was  Highway  Commissioner. 


Twin  Bridges 


When  the  railroad  and  the  trolley  ran  side  by  side 
over  the  Barge  Canal  at  Lee  Road.  The  last  trolley 
crossed  here  in  1931. 


Buffalo  Hoad  in  1900’s 


Buffalo  Road  in  the  early  1900's.  The  home  of  Fred 
Becker,  which  still  stands  today  is  on  the  right.  The 
gas  station  and  store  on  the  left  have  since  been 

torn  down. 

Ackerman’s  Hotel 


c 


Ackerman's  Hotel  and  Restaurant  at  Howard  and 
Lyell  Roads,  was  originally  built  in  1 844  by  Robert 
Currier  and  was  a  stagecoach  stop  on  the  route  to 
the  west. 


o  OUR  TOWN  EDITOR, 

AMUEL  J.  SMITH, 

V E  EXTEND  THANKS 

To  Samuel  J.  Smith,  Publisher  of  the  Gates* 
^hili  News,  Inc.,  many  thanks  for  his  contribution 
>f  space  and  for  his  efforts  in  publicizing  the  event* 
>f  this  Sesquicentennial  celebration. 


)  OUR  ADVERTISERS 
.  THANK  YOU 

Sincere  thanks  is  extended  to  all  those  whose 
vertisements  appear  in  this  Historical  Book.  Their 
nerous  cooperation  has  made  possible  the  pubh- 


TRANSAMERICAN 

FREIGHT  LINES,  INC. 

Trolley  Blvd.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


ACTION! 

SELLING 

BUYING 

APPRAISING 


'' if  I 


JOHN  E.  SMITH 

“Rea/  Estate  Is  Our  Business " 

CALL  ANYTIME: 

John  E.  Smith,  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker 
1130  Wegman  Rd.  •  FA  8-8151 
Zone  Manager  for  Gates,  Chili, 
and  19th  Ward 

ALLIANCE  ORGANIZATION,  INC. 
REALTORS 

350  Main  Street  East 
HA  6-5000 

“We  are  proud  of  our  43  years  continuous  service" 


SUNSET 

RECREATION 


1317  CHILI  AVENUE 
Rochester  24,  New  York 

BOWLING  PARTIES 

BANQUETS 

WEDDING  RECEPTIONS 


WHITNEY 

Dry  Cleaners 


SCOTCH 

Wash 


M.  L.  NICHOLS  &  SONS 


509  Chili  Ave. 


515  Chili  Ave. 


Just  East  of  Thurston  Road 
DRIVE-IN  PARKING  LOT 


Open  Daily 


Open  7  Days  a  Week 


7  A.M.  to  6  P.M. 


24  HOURS 


3  HOUR 
SERVICE 


SELF  SERVICE 
LAUNDRY 


"GOOD  LUCK  GATESJi 


FORD  SALES  -  SERVICE 

LOWELL  AND  STAN  NICHOLS 
RON.  WHITE,  Service  Manager 
1501  BUFFALO  ROAD 

ID  6-9160 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 


SESQUICENTENNIAL  GREETINGS 
from 
the 

COUNTRY 

GENTLEMAN 

CHILI  AVENUE 

HARDWARE  SPORTING  GOODS 
Open  Evening s  ' til  9 
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Compliments  of 

BLUE  BOY 

MILK 

& 

ICE  CREAM 

476  Exchange  Street  LO  2-6770 


KLEIN  BROS.  C0IN0P 

Laundry  &  Dry  Cleaning 

Corner  LYELL  and  HOWARD  ROADS 

30  min.  DRY  CLEANING 
WASH  MACHINES  all  sizes 
also  EXTRACTORS  and  DRYERS 

CENTRAL 
LOCATION 
Plenty  of  Parking  Space 


Remember  when  you  wore  high  button  shoes? 
District  No.  4  pupils  photographed  in  front  of 
the  Little  Red  Schoolhouse. 


Elmgrove  Methodist  Church  Sunday  School  Class. 
Photo  was  taken  in  July,  1901. 


Recognize  any  of  these  smiling  fellows?  They 
were  members  of  the  North  Gates  Social  Club 
in  1924. 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF  A 
FRIEND 


DOG  ’n  SUDS 


Drive-in  Restaurant 

430  Spencerport  Road 

WORLD'S  CREAMIEST  ROOT  BEER 


Irene  Smith  Kern  holds  the  reins  of  her  little 
donkey  "Mud"  on  her  father's  Buffalo  Road 
farm.  Picture  was  taken  about  1905. 


Home  Sweet  Home 


This  landmark  on  Buffalo  Road 
noar  Howard  Road,  was  tho  family 
homosfoad  of  tho  Fitld  family.  It 
was  purchased  by  Reuben  L.  Field 
in  1875  from  the  Booth  family 
and  until  a  short  time  ago  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  Field's  daughter, 
Mary  Field  Chase. 


Home  of  Joseph  Harris,  who, 
founded  the  Harris  Seed  Com¬ 
pany  in  1876,  this  lovely, 
century-old  home  stands  at 
3670  Buffalo  Road.  Joseph 
Harris,  grandson  of  the  foun¬ 
der,  is  now  President  of  the 
Company. 


Family  homestead  of  Williom  Hinchey,  who  settled  in  Gates 
in  1810  This  century-old  house  at  634  Hinchey  Rd.  is  still  the 
home  of  Ihe  Hinchey  fomily 


It  was  in  1  838  that  Adam  and  Julia  Stott  settled  on  long  Pond 
Road  This  brick  homestead,  at  1781  long  Pond  Road,  was  the 
home  of  their  son,  John.  According  to  Mrs.  Theodore  Statt, 
whose  husband  was  the  grandson  of  Adam  Statt,  the  early 
Stotts  were  dairy  farmers  and  the  fomily  has  resided  in  Gates 
for  more  than  125  years. 


“POPPIN’ 


GOOD  HOTS” 


Compliments  of 

JOHN  T.  NOTHNAGLE,  INC. 

GALLERY  OF  HOMES 

1313  CHILI  AVENUE 
FA  8-3090 

REGIS  MOONEY,  REALTOR,  MANAGER 


&xfne44,  *)kc. 

Buffalo  -  Rochester  -  Syracuse  -  Utica  -  Rome 
Springfield  -  Worcester  -  Boston 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  THE 
TOWN  OF  GATES.  WE  ARE 
HAPPY  TO  BE  A  PART  OF 
YOUR  FINE  COMMUNITY. 


Excerpts  from  an  Early  Diary 


FLOWERS  AND  PLANTS  IN  SEASON 

H.  D.  RANDOLPH  &  SONS 


The  weather  was  an  all-important  factor  in  the 
lives  of  our  pioneer  families.  Since  most  of  them  were 
farmers,  dependent  upon  a  good  crop  for  their  live¬ 
lihood.  the  rain,  the  snow,  the  sun  and  the  wind 
meant  the  difference  in  a  good  harvest  or  perhaps 
none  at  all. 

A  day-to-day  diary,  written  in  a  fine  hand  by  a 
member  of  the  Woodworth  family  who  settled  in 
Gates  in  1819,  farming  on  Hinchey  Road,  gives  us 
a  glimpse  of  the  kind  of  life  these  early  settlers  led. 

‘‘Monday,  June  8th,  (no  year  is  mentioned  but 
it  is  presumed  to  be  about  1900)  partly  cloudy  with 
light  afternoon  showers.  Charlie  hoed  around  the 
sweet  corn  and  cultivated  it  twice.  Clarence  drew 
weeds  out  of  the  pieplant.  Clarence  sprouted  pota¬ 
toes  and  transplanted  tomatoes  and  I  pulled  mus¬ 
tard  out  of  the  oats.” 

‘‘Wednesday,  June  10,  61  to  67  degrees.  Heavy 
showers  in  A.M.  Charlie  went  to  city  with  me  in  the 
morning  and  got  hair  cut.  We  got  home  about  11 
a.m.  and  set  a  few  tomato  plants.  Hoed  cabbage  in 
front  garden.” 

“Thursday,  June  11,  50  to  61  degrees.  Cloudy 
in  A.M.  with  light  sprinkle,  light  showers  in  aft., 
heavy  in  evening.  Charlie  hoed  potatoes  South  end 
lot  and  helped  Clarence  cultivate  corn  and  squash. 
Clarence  and  I  repaired  fence  between  west  pasture 
lot  and  middle  lot.  We  set  out  75  tomato  plants  in 
front  garden  also  peppers.  Brick  Church,  Pancost 
Bldg,  and  Higgins  livery  burned. 

“Saturday,  June  13,  50  degrees,  cloudy  all  day 
with  frequent  showers.  Clarence  and  Charlie  drew 
the  stones  and  broken  rails  from  along  fence  in  south 
side  of  wood  lot  from  Hinchey’s  line  to  land.  Charlie 
and  I  plowed  nme  furrows  in  west  end  of  pasture 
lot.  Clarence  transplanted  the  last  of  the  head  let¬ 
tuce  and  hoed  sweet  corn.  Eleanor,  Ethel  and  I 
went  to  Cook  Opera  House  in  evening  to  see  Jessie 
Bonstelle  Stock  Co.” 

Work  was  hard,  for  women  as  well  as  men,  but 
the  writer  of  this  diary  makes  only  one  mention  of 
women’s  work.  On  June  18th  we  find  the  notation, 
“Eleanor  canned  cherries.” 

It  would  seem,  however,  from  reading  the  death 
notice  of  Mrs.  Amanda  Woodworth  (a  yellowed 
newspaper  clipping  without  a  date)  that  the  pioneer 
woman’s  hard  work  was  recognized  and  appreciated. 

“Woodworth — in  Gates,  on  the  evening  of  the 
8th  inst.,  Mrs.  Amanda  Woodworth,  relict  of  Mr. 
Spencer  Woodworth,  aged  79  years.  Mrs.  W.  with 
her  husband  settled  in  Gates  in  the  year  1819  and 
endured  the  toil  and  privation  incident  to  a  pioneer 
life  with  cheerfulness  and  fidelity  as  a  wife  and 
mother.  In  early  life  she  professed  faith  in  Christ, 
and  adorned  her  profession  by  the  meekness  of  a 
quiet  spirit.  In  her  death  she  was  cheered  and 
comforted  by  that  grace  which  had  sustained  her 
through  all  the  trials  of  a  long  life.  She  went  down 
to  death  full  of  years  and  with  the  blessing  of  duti¬ 
ful  and  affectionate  children.” 


FRUITS  -  VEGETABLES 

• 

Phone  FA  8-2449 
2998  BUFFALO  ROAD 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 


CONGRATULATIONS  FROM 

GEORGE  NOETH 

•  Executive  Committeeman 

CHILI  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY 


28  Hubbard  Drive 
North  Chili,  N.  Y. 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 

STADLER’S 

MARKET 

23  HOWARD  ROAD 

ROCHESTER  6,  NEW  YORK 


SPECIALIZING  IN  BEEF 
FOR  FREEZERS 


CONGRATULATIONS  FROM 


FLICKINGER’S 

1075  BUFFALO  ROAD 
BE  5-8400 


Formerly  owned  by  Joseph 
Barr,  owner  of  Barr  1  Creel- 
man,  a  plumbing  supply  house, 
this  well-kept  brick  homestead 
on  lyel.'  Road  just  East  of 
Howard  Road,  is  a  town  land¬ 
mark. 


One  of  the  few  remaining 
homesteads  on  Buffalo 
Road,  this  lovely  twelve- 
room  house  is  occupied  by 
Lynn  Curry,  whose  grand¬ 
father,  Robert  Curry,  settled 
in  Gates  in  1834.  The  orig¬ 
inal  dwelling  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  present  home 
at  995  Buffalo  Road  is  ap¬ 
proximately  100  years  old. 


This  log  cabin,  located  on 
Lyell  Road  in  what  used  to 
be  known  as  the  Dutch  Set¬ 
tlement,  was  the  first  home 
of  the  Maurer  family  in  the 
1890‘s  and  before. 


Another  old  home,  which  could  tell  many 
a  story  of  bygone  days,  is  this  brick 
home  at  2586  Buffalo  Road.  Now  occu¬ 
pied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Goodberlet, 
it  was  built  in  1  875  by  Charles  Arm¬ 
strong  who  lived  most  of  his  life  in  Gates. 


We're  All 


OF  GATES 


ON  ITS  SESQUICENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION  FROM  THE 
MEMBERS  OF  THE  WESTGATE 
PLAZA  MERCHANTS'  ASSOCIATION 
.AND  CHILI  PLAZA,  Inc. 


ACHTER'S  key  drugs 
AERO  HARDWARE 
ALTIER'S  SHOES 

ENDICOTT-JOHNSON 

FANNY  FARMER 

GATES  CHEF'S  SKILLET 

HOUSE  OF  DESSERTS 

KNOBLER'S  MEN'S  &  BOYS'  SHOP 

LOVE'S  JEWELERS 

MADEMOISELLE  DRESS  SHOPPE 

MUSIC  DEN 

NEISNER'S 

NOAH'S  ARK 


RAFF'S  WOMEN'S  WEAR 
STAR  MARKET 
SECURITY  TRUST  CO. 

SIMON'S  BABY  FURNITURE  &  TOYS 
SPEEDY  CLEANERS 
STYLE  MANOR  BEAUTY  SALON 
TOT'N  TEEN  SHOP 
WESTGATE  BARBER  SHOP 
WESTGATE  LAUNDROMAT 
WESTGATE  SHOE  SERVICE 
T  GRANT  CO. 

WHELPLEY  &  PAUL 


F.  WESLEY  MOFFETT,  Jr. 


Dressed -Up  For  The  Occasion . . . 


We  are  proud  to  be  a  part  of  this  historic  event  and  happy  to  be  hosts  to  much 
of  the  Sesquicentennial  Celebration  activity.  We  re  all  decked  out  for  the 
occasion  in  Flags.  Buntings.  Buttons  and  Bows. 


25  FRIENDLY  MERCHANTS  AND 
SERVICE  STORES  TO  SERVE  YOU  BEST! 


CONVENIENT  MALL  SHOPPING 


CORNER  CHILI  AVENUE,  HOWARD  ROAD 
AND  BROOKS  AVENUE 


Parking  for  Over  2,000  Cars 


Mail  carrier  for  the  town  of  Gates  between  1903 
and  about  1930  was  Millard  A.  Smith.  With  Mr. 
Smith  in  the  buggy  is  his  daughter,  Irene,  now 
Mrs.  Alexander  Kern  of  Buffalo  Road,  who  often 
served  as  substitute  carrier. 


The  opening  of  the  Westgate  Branch  Post  Office 
at  Westgate  Plaza,  on  June  22,  1963  culminated  a 
colorful  history  of  mail  service  in  the  town  of  Gates. 

Earliest  mail  delivery  in  the  town,  as  far  as  can 
he  ascertained,  was  by  stagecoach,  probably  about 
1885  or  1890.  Mail  was  dropped  off  at  Lincoln  Park, 
at  a  hotel  which  formerly  stood  at  Fisher  and  Chili 
Roads  and  at  Chili  Centre.  The  first  regular  mail  car¬ 
rier  in  the  Town  is  believed  to  have  been  Theodore 
Sperry.  His  route  covered  the  entire  town.  The  dates 
of  his  service  are  not  certain  but  about  1903  he  re¬ 
tired  and  the  route  was  taken  over  by  Millard  A. 
Smith  who  delivered  the  mail,  first  by  horse-drawn 
wagon,  and  later  in  a  Model  T  Ford.  Mr.  Smith’s 
daughter,  Irene,  now  Mrs.  Alexander  Kern,  who  still 
lives  on  Buffalo  Road,  was  one  of  two  substitute  car¬ 
riers,  although  she  was  only  in  her  teens  at  the  time, 
and  often  carried  her  father’s  route  if  he  or  the  other 
substitute  carrier  was  ill. 


Westgate  Branch  Post  Office  at  Westgate  Plaia 
opened  for  business  on  June  22,  1963. 


Mail  was  delivered  by  train  to  Patrick  Campbell’s 
general  store  in  Lyell  Avenue  near  Mt.  Read  Blvd., 
where  it  was  sorted.  Some  time  later  the  station  was 
changed  to  P.  D.  KANE’S  store  in  Lincoln  Park, 
and  in  1931  the  Coldwater  Post  Office  was  opened 
in  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  Station  at  Cold- 
water.  The  station  agent  also  acted  as  Post  Master. 

Mrs.  Kern  recalls  that  the  route  was  so  long  that 
half  way  around  the  mail  carrier  was  met  with  a  fresh 
horse.  In  those  days  the  mail  man  not  only  delivered 
and  picked  up  mail  but  also  sold  stamps  and  took 
money  orders. 

In  1920  Ellsworth  C.  Player  was  appointed  to 
carry  mail  in  Gates,  Chili  and  North  Chili.  The  pop¬ 
ulation  was  increasing  and  more  help  was  needed. 
Working  first  from  the  Lincoln  Park  Station  and 
later  from  Coldwater,  Mr.  Player  covered  a  55  mile 
route.  Finally  he  worked  from  the  Bulls  Head  Sta¬ 
tion.  He  retired  in  1947  and  died  March  30,  1960. 

Mr.  Smith  was  followed  by  John  Witzel  who  de¬ 
livered  the  mail  by  car  to  over  700  families  between 
1932  and  1952  when  he  died. 

According  to  Ray  Stich,  a  resident  of  West  Side 
Drive,  who  worked  at  the  Coldwater  Station  for  eight 
years,  the  official  business  of  the  United  States  Post 
Office  was  transferred  from  Coldwater  to  Rochester 
on  November  1,  1939.  However  the  station  func¬ 
tioned  until  October  of  1962,  even  though  99%  of 
Coldwater’s  residents  were  served  from  Rochester. 

With  the  opening  of  the  Westgate  Branch  Post 
Office,  most  of  the  town  of  Gates  received  a  new  zone 
number.  Formerly  zone  11,  it  became  zone  24.  North 
of  Lyell  Avenue  to  the  Greece  Town  Line,  it  remains 
zone  6. 


Town  Supervisor.  Frank  F.  Kipers  purchases  first 
stamp  with  a  wooden  nickel  at  the  Westgate 
Branch  Post  Office  on  opening  day. 


Greetings  to  the  large  group  of  town  residents 
who  attended  Post  Office  Dedication  Ceremonies 
are  extended  by  Supervisor  Frank  F.  Kipers. 


Frank  E.  Kipers,  Town  Supervisor,  cuts  the  ribbon 
at  the  dedication  of  the  Westgate  Branch  Post 
Office. 


Part  of  the  throng  who  were  interested  spectators 
at  Post  Office  Dedication  Ceremonies. 


Pictured  at  Post  Office  Dedication  Ceremonies  are 
the  Sesquicentennial  Keystone  Cops  and  the  Doud 
Post  Color  Guard. 


Doud  Post  Color  Guard  raises  the  flag  at  Post 
Office  Dedication  Ceremonies  June  22,  1963. 


The  fame  of  Luther  Burhank,  who  established 
the  Burhank  Experiment  Grounds  in  Santa  Rosa, 
California,  where  he  produced  hundreds  of  different 
varieties  of  fruits,  vegetables  and  flowers,  is  known 
throughout  the  world.  A  prized  possession  of  Everett 
Kennell,  585  Beahan  Road,  is  a  letter  written  by 
Mr.  Burbank  to  Mr.  Kennell’s  father,  John  Fay  Ken¬ 
nell  in  1893  relating  to  Gladiolus  seed  and  bulbs 
used  by  Mr.  Kennell  as  part  of  a  program  of  Glad¬ 
iolus  Hybridizing  conducted  on  his  Beahan  Road 
farm.  Dated  February  19.  1893,  the  letter  reads  in 
part : 


Fay  Kennell,  h'sq.. 

Dear  Sir: 

Your  favor  tilth  $ 2.25  received.  Will  send  the 
seeds  in  a  day  or  tiro  and  will  rish  the  bulb  too  and 
if  it  freezes  will  send  another.  Also  will  send  sample 
bulblets.  You  have  sent  $1.00  too  much.  What  shall 
I  do  with  it f  I  plant  bulbs  from  Jan.  1st  to  June. 
March  and  April  is  about  the  best  here.  I  dip  in  Oct. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Luther  Burbank 


As  a  result  of  this  hybridizing  program,  Mr.  Ken. 
nell’s  red  Gladiolus,  “Number  1900”,  was  given  top 
award  at  the  Pan-American  Exposition  in  Buffalo  in 
1900. 


A  Famous 
Picnic  Grove 


Elser’s  Grove 


For  more  than  25  years  the  largest,  private  picnic 
grounds  in  western  New  York,  Elser’s  Grove  was  the 
scene  of  nationality,  political,  church,  fraternal  and 
shop  gatherings. 

From  early  morn  to  late  evening  the  Grove  re¬ 
sounded  with  an  Irish  jig,  a  Polish  polka,  singing  of 
the  Badischer  Mannerchor,  or  the  music  of  a  park 
band.  For  the  many  in  native  dress,  Elser’s  Grove 
was  “the  Fatherland”  on  this  one  day  of  their  an¬ 
nual  reunion. 

Each  group  had  its  feature  attractions,  whether 
it  was  the  “fussball”  or  curling  of  the  Irish,  the 
politicos’  ringing  declarations  of  “victory  in  No¬ 
vember”,  or  the  band  music  of  the  Germans.  An 
annual  event  was  the  gymnastic  performance  of  IJ.S. 
Olympic  Star  Doris  Fuchs  before  the  10,000  gathered 
for  the  German  “Deutschesfest”. 

If  you  liked  a  parade,  none  was  more  colorful 
nor  flag-adorned  than  that  of  the  Ukranians.  Units 
from  as  far  as  Cleveland,  Toronto,  Syracuse  and 
New  York  came  to  "sound  off”  and  parade  their 
colors.  Parades  and  picnics  brought  greetings  from 
the  politicians,  and  among  the  many  frequent  vis¬ 
itors  were  Ken  Keating,  Judy  Weis,  A1  Skinner, 
Gordon  Howe  and  Bill  Posner. 


I'he  Kennell  family  first  settled  on  Fisher  Road 
where  John  Fay  Kennell  was  born.  In  1885  he  and 
hi>  wife,  the  former  Emma  Pridmore,  moved  to  Bea¬ 
han  Road  where  they  raised  Gladiolus  and  whole¬ 
saled  the  bulbs  to  commission  houses  throughout  the 
state. 

After  his  father's  death  in  1908,  Everett  Kennell 
continued  to  live  in  the  family  homestead  where  he 
experimented  with  hybridizing  Day  Lilies  He  served 
as  sole  trustee  of  the  Gates  Common  School  District 
No.  1  from  1929  until  1935  and  continued  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  until  1939.  He  retired 
from  the  East  High  School  teaching  staff  in  1901. 


In  1935  the  largest  gathering  in  the  Towns’  hist¬ 
ory  came  out  to  greet  the  expected  arrival  of  Father 
Coughlin.  More  than  20,000  packed  Elser’s  Grove, 
neighboring  farms  and  brought  traffic  for  miles 
around  to  a  standstill.  Father  Coughlin  and  his  "So¬ 
cial  Justice”  followers  were  at  the  peak  of  their  pop¬ 
ularity. 

In  1901  the  picnics  and  their  good  times  came 
to  an  end,  as  the  grove  made  way  for  the  Western 
Expressway.  Where  the  politicians  once  stood  to  de¬ 
liver  their  speeches,  traffic  will  soon  speed  east  and 
west.  The  grove  has  yielded  to  the  needs  of  a  faster- 
moving  age. 


MR.  BENE 


Coiffurei s  by  /Jene 

BEAUTY  SALON 

Congratulates  the  Town  of  Gates  on 
their  Sesqui-centennial  Celebration 


MISS  CONNIE 


6  Operators 
Mr.  Bene 
Miss  Connie 
Miss  Kay 
Miss  Mary 
Miss  Lee 
Miss  Ellie 


Sesqui-centennial  Special 

Permanents  Half  Price 


on 


s;r:9  $15.00  up 


*7 


complete 


No  Appointment 
Necessary 
Week  Days 

Hours : 

MON. -SAT. 
9:00  to  5:30 

TUES.-THUR.-FRI. 
Till  9  P.M. 


1702  LYELL  AVE.  CL  4-1770  AMPLE  PARKING  AIR  CONDITIONED 


LYELL-MT.  READ  OFFICE 

1370  LYELL  AVENUE 


MEMBER  F.D.I.C. 


CHESTER . n 


Organisations 


GATES -CHILI 
LIONS  CLUB 

With  a  membership  of  business  and  professional 
men,  the  Gates-Chili  Lions  Club,  founded  in  1950, 
is  one  of  17,000  Lions  Clubs  in  118  countries  through¬ 
out  the  Free  World.  While  good  fellowship  and  club 
social  life  are  enjoyed,  the  Lions  goal  is  Service  to 
the  Community  as  expressed  in  their  motto,  “We 
Serve.” 

The  members  have  followed  the  lead  of  Lions 
International  in  directing  their  principal  community 
activities  toward  the  sight-handicapped.  In  the 
thirteen  years  of  its  existence  the  club  has  provided 
over  200  eye  examinations  for  deserving  residents, 
mostly  children,  of  the  two-town  area.  These  examin- 
tions  were  generally ’followed  with  the  fitting  of  eye 
glasses  and  frames. 

In  1952  the  club  was  a  co-founder  of  the  Roch¬ 
ester  Eye-Bank  and  several  years  later  helped  in  the 
establishment  of  the  University  of  Rochester  eye- 
research  center  through  the  donation  of  equipment. 
In  recent  years  the  members  have  collected  and 
shipped  more  than  5,000  pairs  of  old  glasses  to  “New 
Eyes  For  The  Needy”,  an  organization  that  dis¬ 
tributes  glasses  to  persons  in  need  throughout  the 
world. 

Other  activities  on  behalf  of  the  sight-handi¬ 
capped  have  been  one-day  sales  of  Blindcraft  articles 
at  Westgate  Plaza,  donation  of  braille  typewriters 
and  a  braille  watch,  guidance  for  blind  bowlers,  col¬ 
lection  and  donation  of  used  ice  skates  for  students 
at  the  Batavia  School  for  the  Blind  and  financing 
of  eye  operations  for  deserving  Town  residents. 

Community  activities  have  included  the  now- 
traditional  summer  street  dances  with  popular  disc 
jockeys  such  as  Bob  Mills,  Uncle  Eddie  Meath  and 
Joe  Deane  as  emcees,  circus  day  for  children,  dona¬ 
tion  of  equipment  to  Town  charitable  organizations, 
help  to  children  at  the  Rochester  State  Hospital, 
sponsorship  of  a  Little  League  team,  sponsorship  of 
YMCA  activities  and  aid  to  Town  residents  where 
needed  and  deserving. 

Beginning  in  1958  the  Club  chose  an  annual 
recipient  of  its  “Outstanding  Citizen”  award,  one 
who  has  given  commendable  service  to  the  commun¬ 
ity  over  a  period  of  years.  Honored  to  date  have 
been  Mrs.  William  E.  Elser,  Mrs.  Thomas  B.  Steckel, 
Mrs.  Albert  A.  Shartran,  Mrs.  David  J.  Borlen, 
Alfred  R.  Marvel  and  Kenneth  R.  Kemp. 

In  1961  the  club  received  outstanding  recogni¬ 
tion  when  one  of  its  members,  Lion  Ev  Russell,  was 
elected  Governor  of  Lions  District  20-E,  comprising 
an  area  of  16  counties  and  62  clubs  united  in 
Lionism. 


On  the  social  side  the  Lions  are  noted  for  their 
annual  clambake  which  draws  approximately  500 
members  and  guests  each  September  at  Logan’s 
on  Scottsville  Road.  They  also  sponsor  annual  golf 
and  bowling  tournaments  and  have  special  dinner- 
dance  events  such  as  “Polish  Night”  and  “Irish 
Night.” 

Sixty-seven  members  strong,  the  Lions  “roar” 
into  the  future  in  furtherance  of  their  motto,  “We 
Serve.” 


Daughters 

of  Freedom 

During  1942  at  the  time  of  World  War  II  when 
the  many  men  from  Gates  were  serving  in  the  armed 
forces  of  our  country,  a  group  of  faithful  wives, 
mothers  and  sisters  formed  an  organization  of  serv¬ 
ice  to  the  men  who  were  stationed  near  Rochester. 

The  organization  we  know  as  the  Daughters  of 
Freedom  formed  and  elected  as  their  first  officers, 
President:  Mrs.  Frank  Leidecker;  Vice-President, 
Mrs.  A.  Mance;  Secretary:  Mrs.  Gordon  Lord; 
Treasurer:  Mrs.  Ray  Croucher;  Historian:  Mrs.  Ed¬ 
win  Hallett. 

A  service  center  was  opened  on  April  4,  1943  in 
the  Gates  Town  Hall.  Here  the  ladies  served  delic¬ 
ious  dinners  every  Sunday.  The  members  and  the 
men  from  home  provided  transportation  to  and  from 
the  “Gates  Canteen”.  There  was  dancing  and  other 
recreation  and  many  servicemen  will  remember  the 
hospitality  shown  them  by  the  people  in  Gates. 

Although  the  need  for  the  service  center  disap¬ 
peared,  the  Daughters  of  Freedom  did  not.  They 
through  their  projects,  have  given  gifts  and  of  their 
time  to  servicemen  at  Batavia  and  Canandaigua 
Veterans  Hospitals  and  veterans  now  hospitalized 
at  the  Rochester  State  Hospital.  In  1961  they  gave 
a  television  set  to  one  of  the  wards  at  the  Canan¬ 
daigua  VA  Hospital  and  for  many  years  at  Christ¬ 
mas  and  Easter  they  have  given  cigarettes  and  other 
gifts  to  servicemen  in  these  hospitals  and  they  have 
for  many  years  placed  flags  on  the  veterans’  graves 
in  the  cemeteries  of  our  town. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Daughters  of  Freedom 
are:  President:  Mrs.  Oscar  Haase,  Sr.;  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent:  Mrs.  Frank  Bertram;  Recording  Secretary: 
Mrs.  Ben  Berner;  Financial  Secretary:  Mrs.  William 
E.  Elser  and  Treasurer:  Mrs.  Herbert  Munns. 


KEY’S  DRUG  STORE 

2074  CHILI  AVENUE  —  WESTGATE  PLAZA 
"Ready  to  Serve  You  and  Your  Doctor " 

Open  9  A.M.  fo  10  P.M.  Sundays  'til  8  P.M. 


16016 


"We  Serve” 


"We  Serve” 


GATES-CHILI  LIONS  CLUB 

Founded  1950 


OFFICERS 


PAST  PRESIDENTS 


President,  JOHN  HAFFEY 
First  Vice-President,  HAROLD  WOOD 
Second  Vice-President,  DUANE  NEU 
Third  Vice-President,  WILLIAM  FORBES 
Secretary,  WALTER  SAYRE 
Treasurer,  JOHN  SCHIFFERLI 
Tail  Twister,  NICHOLAS  BARNES 
Lion  Tamer,  TED  ACKERMAN 
Lion  Tamer,  WM.  DUFFY 
Director,  JOHN  BRIGGS 
Director,  JOE  GAJEWSKI 
Director,  CHARLES  HAVENS 
Director,  MELVILLE  LOVE 


JOHN  BRIGGS 
HOMER  BROWNLEE 
DONALD  DREHER 
WILLIAM  ELSER 
JAMES  FRANK 
JOSEPH  GAJEWSKI 
CHARLES  HAVENS 
JOSEPH  LaFONTAINE 
MELVILLE  LOVE 
EVERETT  RUSSELL 
TED  THOMAS 
FRED  VAN  COTT 
HERMAN  WOBSER 


MEMBERS 


Ralph  Allen 
Dr.  Felix  Balonek 
George  Biesenbach 
Ben  Berner 
Dave  Briars 
Joseph  Brongo 
Lawrence  Brongo 
Neil  Bubel 
Frank  Carroll 
Costanzo  Caruso 
George  Clark 
Dennis  Cooney 
Emmett  Dailey 


Charles  Dearcop 
Thomas  Derleth 
Vincent  Florack 
Frank  Fogle 
Rev.  Albert  Geiger 
Dr.  William  Harris 
George  Heinrich 
Harold  Hook 
Raymond  Howell 
George  Kingston 
Frank  Kipers 
Walter  Logan 


George  McCoy 
Reginald  McFee 
Robert  Millard 
Carl  Morgante 
Frank  Mordenga 
Raymond  Morris 
Lowell  Nichols 
Edward  Oehlbeck 
William  Ross 
Albert  Schnabel 
Harold  Schnabel 
Arthur  Schott 


Joseph  Shafer 
Samuel  Smith 
Norbert  Spitz 
Michael  Telesca 
Robert  Turcotte 
Wilson  Turner 
Edward  Ver  Weire 
Rudolph  Vogel 
George  Wiedemer 
Richard  Young 
Lawrence  R.  Veck 
William  C.  Warren 


American 
Red  Cross 


The  Gates  Branch  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
was  organized  during  the  first  World  War  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  “aid  and  comfort”  to  the  hoys  of 
tin*  town  who  were  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
and  to  their  families. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  December  27,  1917 
in  the  Grange  Hall.  The  original  officers  were:  Mrs. 
('.  E.  I)ix,  chairman;  Miss  Maude  Becker,  vice 
chairman;  Miss  Ahhy  Pixley,  secretary;  Miss  Fanny 
Field,  treasurer. 

In  those  days  “Government  Issue”  was  scant 
and  the  members  pitched  in  with  a  will  to  knit 
socks,  mufflers,  sweaters,  pajamas,  etc.  so  that 
every  boy  who  left  for  the  war  from  Gates  had  a 
"comfort”  bag. 

All  during  the  war  years,  and  for  many  years 
after,  the  members  supplied  Red  Cross  Head¬ 
quarters  with  all  manner  of  articles  needed  by  des¬ 
titute  families  —  both  here  and  in  other  countries. 
Sewing  groups  were  organized  and  at  one  time  six 
sewing  machines  were  in  operation  to  turn  out  the 
necessary  articles.  In  the  year  1942,  for  example, 
the  Gates  branch  supplied  headquarters  with:  4 
blankets.  165  flannel  shirts,  262  snow  suits,  266 
rompers,  .‘150  dresses,  120  skirts,  63  baby  shirts;  700 
diapers,  22  overalls,  7  sleeping  bags,  463  needle  kits 
and  193  khaki  bags. 

Many  a  quilt  was  tied  at  the  monthly  meetings, 
and  during  one  year,  1943,  2,720  hospital  gowns 
were  made  by  the  branch  and  31,846  surgical  dress¬ 
ings  completed.  Other  services  included  furnishing 
first  aid  kits  and  supplies  to  the  school  and  pur¬ 
chasing  eye-glasses  for  residents  of  the  town  who 
were  financially  unable  to  do  so. 

In  later  years  (lie  services  were  expanded  to  in¬ 
clude  a  water  safety  program,  first  aid  and  home 
nursing  classes.  The  local  branch  also  brings  the 
Red  Cross  Rloodmobile  to  Gates  twice  a  year  and 
has  recently  instituted  a  transportation  service  to 
the  Rehabilitation  Center  in  Rochester. 

The  list  of  volunteer  workers  is  a  tremendous 
one  and  there  is  not  room  in  this  brief  history  to 
list  them  all.  They  have  given  generously  of  their 
time  and  energy.  Their  service  to  hospitals  —  to 
families  and  to  individuals  has  been  inestimable. 
They  have  played  a  great  part  in  making  the  Town 
of  Gates  the  fine  community  it  is  today. 


ice,  Mrs.  William  Ford;  Water  Safety,  Mrs.  Leo 
W.  O’Leary;  Loan  Closet,  Mrs.  Gordon  York;  Edu¬ 
cational  Relations,  Mrs.  John  B.  Cirelli. 


Scouting  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  one 
of  the  finest  national  and  world-wide  organizations 
for  the  development  of  youth.  We  would  like  to  com¬ 
mend  all  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  Town  of  Gates 
who  are  Scouts. 


The  very  fine  organizations  which  sponsor  the 
Scouts  and  the  numbers  of  the  troops  are  as  follows: 


GIRL  SCOUTS  —  OATKA  DISTRICT 

PINETREE  NEIGHBORHOOD:  Troops  No. 
78,  349,  360,  432,  583,  442  sponsored  by  Washing¬ 
ton  Irving  School  P.T.A.  Troops  No.  559,  179,  685, 
465  170  sponsored  by  St.  Helen’s  Church. 

DOGWOOD  NEIGHBORHOOD:  Troops  No. 
301,  378  sponsored  by  Gates  Weslevan  Methodist 
Church;  Troops  No.  738,  876,  728,' 763,  931,  768 
sponsored  by  Thomas  Edison  School  P.T.A.;  Troops 
No.  758,  516,  637  sponsored  by  Harding  School 
P.T.A.;  Troops  No.  107,  108,  495,  787,  760  spon¬ 
sored  by  St.  Theodore’s  Altar  Society. 

BOY  SCOUTS  —  OTETIANA  COUNCIL 

NORTH  STAR  DISTRICT:  Troop  No.  122 
sponsored  by  Holy  Ghost  Church;  Troop  No.  103 
sponsored  by  Thomas  Edison  School  P.T.A. ;  Troop 
No.  124  sponsored  by  Harding  School  P.T.A.;  Ex¬ 
plorer  Post  No.  272  sponsored  by  Gates  Fire  District 
Exempt  Club  No.  2  Firehouse;  Troop  No.  36  spon¬ 
sored  by  Church  of  the  Epiphany;  Troop  No.  158 
sponsored  by  Elmgrove  Methodist  Church  and  resi¬ 
dents  of  Elmgrove. 

LONG  HORN  DISTRICT:  Troop  No.  205  spon¬ 
sored  by  Washington  Irving  School  P.T.A. 

BLACKHAWK  DISTRICT:  Troop  No.  94  spon¬ 
sored  by  St.  Theodore's  Church. 


RED  CROSS  OFFICERS 

Present  officers  are:  Chairman,  Mrs.  Albert 
Short  ran;  Vice  Chairman,  Mrs.  Robert  Little;  Sec¬ 
retary,  Mrs.  Gordon  E.  Cole;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Leon 
Nickerson;  Blood  Cnit.  Mrs.  Donald  Bint/,  and  Mrs. 
John  Chuhay;  Disaster  Relief,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald 
Russell;  First  Aid.  Mrs.  Philip  Hochreiter  and  Mrs. 
Raymond  S.  Miller;  Home  Service,  Mrs.  Alvin  I. 
Fisher;  Nursing,  Mrs.  William  Thorn  and  Mrs. 
David  Fingar;  Nutrition,  Mrs.  Robert  G.  Sehroedl 
and  Mrs.  J.  Francis  Skelly;  Publicity,  Mrs.  William 
Hasenauer  and  Miss  Sylvia  Diggs;  Volunteer  Serv- 


May  We  Continue  to  Serve  the 
People  of  Gates 

The  Carriage  House 

525  PAUL  ROAD 
ID  6-5230 
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CONSTRUCTION 
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N.Y.S.D.P.W.  Approved  Crushed  Stone 

•  BITUMINOUS  CONCRETE 

•  ASPHALTIC  MATERIALS 

•  READY  MIX  CONCRETE 

•  SAND  and  GRAVEL 

GENERAL  OFFICES 

1218  GRANITE  BLDG. 
ROCHESTER,  N.Y. 
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Gates  Little 
League 


The  Gates  Little  League  was  founded  in  1955, 
about  the  time  that  this  National  boys  program  was 
growing  by  leaps  and  bounds  throughout  the  world. 
The  first  year  there  were  186  boys  playing  on  4  major 
league  teams  and  6  minor  league  teams,  sponsored 
by  town  merchants.  The  major  league  played  at 
Washington  Irving  School  and  the  Minor  at  Wash¬ 
ington  Irving  and  Harding  Schools. 

1956  was  marked  by  the  tremendous  increase  in 
the  number  of  boys  wishing  to  play,  the  total  was 
just  under  500.  The  program  was  enlarged  in  order 
to  accommodate  everyone  who  registered  and  two 
new  leagues  were  established  playing  at  Doud  Post 
and  Russer  field.  The  generosity  of  the  late  John 
Russer  made  possible  the  purchase  of  Russer 
stadium  where  there  are  three  fields  on  one  site. 
Major  and  minor  ball  as  well  as  Pony  League  for 
boys  13  and  14  is  played  at  Russer  stadium.  The 
graduates  of  the  first  year,  who  were  now  13  played 
in  this  latter  league  as  well  as  14  year  old  boys  who 
the  year  before  were  disappointed  because  the  age 
limit  was  12.  The  major  and  minor  league  was  still 
maintained  at  Washington  Irving. 

In  1957  another  division  was  added  for  15  and 
16  year  old  boys  and  the  other  leagues  remained  as 
they  were  in  1956. 

In  1958  the  group  joined  in  the  National  Lassie 
League  for  girls  10  to  15.  These  girls  played  a  form 
of  slow  pitch  softball.  There  are  about  180  girls 
each  year  playing  in  three  leagues,  all  at  the  high 
school  field. 

This  program  runs  each  year  with  a  Board  of 
Directors  approving  the  expenditure  of  about  $5,500 
per  year  which  is  raised  from  sponsors  and  from 
townspeople  in  an  annual  fund  drive  held  each  June. 
The  program  has  been  accepted  by  the  youth  and 
by  the  townspeople  each  year  both  from  a  registra¬ 
tion  point  of  view  and  from  a  financial  point.  There 
are  46  teams  operating,  using  11  diamonds  almost 
every  night  in  the  week.  In  1957,  the  Babe 
Dideriekson  Memorial  Award  was  established.  Each 
year  the  award  is  given  to  an  athlete  who  has 
fought  courageously  and  successfully  to  overcome 
illness  or  an  injury.  This  award  and  the  individual 
that  receives  it  can  be  looked  to  by  our  youth  as 
an  example  of  what  he  or  she  should  be  as  they 
mature  and  face  lifes’  problems  and  realities.  The 
winners  of  this  award,  all  of  whom  have  personally 
attended  the  annual  banquets  have  been  George 
“S|K.*cs”  Toporcer  (blind).  Herb  Score,  Vick  Wertz 
(polio).  Red  Schoendienst,  Jim  Piersall  (nervous 
breakdown)  and  Robin  Roberts. 

The  boys  and  girls  are  given  a  trophy  at  the  end 
of  their  eligible  time  in  the  program  as  an  award 
and  memento  for  having  participated  in  the  program. 


This  handsome  trophy,  bearing  the  inscription, 
“Babe  Didrickson  Zaharius  Memorial  Award  — 
For  Outstanding  Inspiration  to  Youth,"  is  awarded 
annually  to  a  deserving  athlete  whose  name  is 
inscribed  on  the  scroll. 


• 

Arrow  Asphalt  Paving  Co. 

71  HOWARD  ROAD 

Rochester  6,  New  York 

• 

GRAY'S  BARBER  SHOP 

• 

350  CRESTWOOD  BLVD. 

Rochester  24,  New  York 

• 

WARNER'S  LIQUOR  STORE 

• 

20  HINCHEY  ROAD 

Rochester  24,  New  York 

• 

PORTLAND  PARK  DEVELOPMENT,  Inc. 

AND 

MITCH  BUILDERS 

38  COOPER  ST.  ROCHESTER  9,  NEW  YORK 


WILL  BUILD 
YOUR  PLANS 
OR 

OURS... 


NOW  BUILDING 

IN  GATES  AND 

IRONDEQUOI 


CALL  -  RALPH  -  JOE  -  STEVE 


"The  Building  of  Each  Home 

Personally  Supervised" 


T 


COngress 

6-5333 

HOpkins 

7-5419 

HOpkins 

7-1822 

Gates 


The  new  hall  was  nearly  finished  and  already  oc¬ 
cupied  when  by  incendiarism  it  was  burned  to  the 
foundation  on  the  night  of  July  3,  1915. 

Immediately  the  grange  members  with  renewed 
energy  set  about  financing  the  rebuilding  of  another 
hall  after  the  same  plan  and  by  the  same  contractor. 

The  present  hall  was  dedicated  on  June  15,  1916 
and  nine  years  later  the  mortgage  was  burned  with 
ceremony  on  June  8,  1925. 

The  names  of  the  charter  members  were: — 
Reuben  Field,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  B.  Arnold,  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Baker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Brier,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  Handy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Perry,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  J.  Rudman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  K.  Thurston,  Miss 
Alice  Dewey,  Mr.  Edwin  Munn  Pixley,  Mr.  John 
Lewis  Pixley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Bowker,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Curry,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Harder,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C. 
H.  Rowe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  B.  Sperry,  Mr.  Frank 
Booth,  Miss  Mary  Hart. 


Grange  No.  421 

Gates  Grange  No.  421,  Patrons  of  Husbandry, 
was  organized  in  the  Sabbath  Room  of  the  old  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  on  Oct.  25,  1877  by  Distric  tDeputy 
L.  A.  Palmer  of  Wheatland,  N.  Y.  Unfortunately  the 
charter  was  destroyed  when  the  hall  burned  in  1915 
and  the  State  Records  of  Grangers  from  400  to  600 
have  also  been  lost.  As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained 
from  charter  members  there  were  31  in  attendance 
from  whom  the  following  officers  were  elected: — 

Worthy  Master,  Reuben  L.  Fields;  Worthy  Over¬ 
seer,  G.  B.  Sperry;  Worthy  Secretary,  J.  E.  Baker; 
Worthy  Lecturer,  A.  K.  Thurston;  Worthy  Steward, 
Alonzo  Handy;  Worthy  Assistant  Steward,  Edwin 
Munn  Pixley;  Worthy  Chaplain,  John  Lewis  Pixley; 
Worthy  Treasurer,  W.  S.  Perry;  Worthy  Ceres,  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Curry;  Worthy  Flora,  Mrs.  Frank  Cowker; 
Worthy  Pomona,  Mrs.  Alonzo  Handy;  Worthy  Lady 
Assistant  Steward,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Baker;  Worthy  Gate 
Keej>ert  C.  II .  Rowe. 

The  first  application  for  membership  was  by  Mrs. 
F'anny  Pixley  on  Sept.  21,  1876,  the  1st  candidates 
to  be  initiated  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knollin  on  Nov. 
14,  1876.  Although  F’anny  Pixley  was  the  1st  appli¬ 
cant  she  was  not  initiated  until  March  6,  1879. 


Old  Union  Hall,  now  Bedcer't  Furniture  Store,  formerly  the  home 
of  Gates  Grange  No.  421. 


Best  Wishes 


The  1st  Grange  Picnic  was  a  union  picnic  with 
the  Chili  Grange,  held  in  1879.  Time  and  place  not 
recorded.  On  June  22,  1881,  we  find  that  the  grange 
chose  by  ballot  one  member  to  serve  in  conjunction 
with  one  member  of  Gates  I.  O.  G.  T.  The  two 
elected  to  choose  a  third  person  to  act  on  committee 
to  secure  a  site  and  build  a  new  Hall.  The  site  pur¬ 
chased  was  just  west  of  Gates  Presbyterian  Church 
(Fred  Becker’s  store).  The  building  was  2  stories  20 
by  60  ft.  to  be  known  as  Union  Hall  and  the  1st 
Grange  session  was  held  there  Jan.  5,  1882.  The  1st 
Grange  Anniversary  and  reunion  recorded  was  on 
Oct.  25.  1H82. 

In  July  1914,  Reuben  L.  Field  presented  the 
Grange  a  lot  diagonally  across  the  street  from  Union 
Hall  upon  which  to  build  a  larger  hall.  Soon  the 
means  were  procured  for  a  large  modern  two-story 
building  and  the  building  contract  was  given  to 
Frank  C.  Beaman  of  Coldwater,  N.  Y.,  a  brother 
Granger  (F’atherof  Grace  (Mrs.  Ralph)  Avery). 


to  the  Town  of  Gates  from 

HARDING  SUPPLY  CO.,  INC. 

207  YORK  STREET 

ROCHESTER  24,  NEW  YORK 


ID  6-4630 


Coiffures  by  Frederick 


HAIR  STYLING  •  PERMANENT  WAVING 
'  COLORING 

Buffalo  Road  at  Crestwood  Blvd. 

Plenty  of  Parking 


HENRY  DANIEL  HALLORAN 
Licensed  Manager 


M.  ALVAH  HALLORAN 


ALVAH  HALLORAN  &  SON 

FUNERAL  HOME 

2125  CHILI  AVENUE  ROCHESTER  11,  NEW  YORK 


RAY  W.  HOWELL,  Builder 

3GREENBRIAR  DRIVE 


DAVID  B.  LEUGEMORS 
Office  Manager 


FA  8-3510 


GATES-CHILI  DISPOSAL  SERVICE 

1289  Chili  Avenue 

NEAT  DEPENDABLE  SERVICE 
WEEKLY  OR  DAILY 

RESIDENTIAL  •  INDUSTRIAL  •  COMMERCIAL 


South  Gates 
Mission 
Sunday  School 

Sixty-six  years  ago,  in  1897,  when  Rochester 
had  its  Baker  Theatre  and  the  Cook  Opera  House, 
the  town  of  Gates  had  its  own  recreation  center. 
The.  lit  tie  old  schoolhouse  known  as  District  No.  1, 
located  on  Chili  Road  near  Fisher  Road  was  head¬ 
quarters  for  all  kind  of  community  activities.  People 
came  from  as  far  as  Lyell  Road  to  attend  the  husk¬ 
ing  bees  and  the  Christmas  and  Easter  celebrations. 

Sunday  was  a  busy  day  at  the  schoolhouse.  The 
Smith  Gates  Mission  Sunday  School  held  services 
every  Sunday  afternoon.  In  the  old  Sunday  School 
Record  Books  we  find  the  names  of  Mrs.  John 
Spruce  and  Mrs.  John  F.  Kennell,  superintendents; 
Ambrose  Daunton,  Asst.  Supt.;  Miss  Maud  Lane 
and  Mrs.  L.  Perry,  organists  and  many  others  which 
are  familiar  in  the  towns  of  Gates  and  Chili.  A 
record  was  even  kept  of  the  weather  and  some  Sun¬ 
days  are  recorded  as  being  “Very  Cold”,  “Stormy”, 
"Pleasant"  or  “Rainy”. 

Adults  as  well  as  children  took  an  active  part 
in  the  Mission  School.  Baskets  were  made  up  and 
distributed  to  needy  families  at  Thanksgiving  and 
on  Memorial  Day  plants  were  taken  to  the  cemetery. 

The  Sunday  School  operated  for  about  seven  or 
eight  years  until,  as  more  churches  were  established, 
there  was  no  longer  a  need  for  it.  Eventually  money 
which  had  accumulated  in  the  treasury  was  divided 
between  the  Chili  Baptist  Church  and  the  Gates 
Presbyterian  Church,  members  of  which  had  made 
lip  the  congregation  of  the  South  Gates  Mission. 


There  are  no  doubt  some  residents  of  Gates,  and 
Rochester  too,  who  still  remember  “Frogleg  George”, 
one  of  the  more  colorful  characters  of  days  gone 
by.  Forty  years  ago  the  old  fellow  was  a  familiar 
sight  as  he  and  his  well-trained  mule,  Jenny,  roamed 
the  Cherry  and  Trabold  Road  area  in  search  of  frogs, 
water  cress  and  herbs.  He  was  Rochester’s  leading 
supplier  of  frog  legs  and  had  a  regular  sales  route, 
along  which  he  shambled  daily,  wearing  a  greasy 
felt  hat,  with  a  market  basket  under  each  arm.  Front 
Street  was  his  regular  stand,  and  here  he  would 
sometimes  swallow  a  live  frog  while  his  admiring 
audience  cheered. 

“Frogleg  George”,  whose  real  name  was  John 
Priesecker,  once  lived  in  the  city,  but  the  protests 
of  neighbors  about  his  numerous  swine,  geese  and 
other  livestock,  drove  him  out  into  Gates,  then  prin¬ 
cipally  a  farming  community,  and  close  to  the  frog 
lairs  he  knew  so  well. 

He  hated  the  automobile  which  he  called  the 
“devil’s  invention”,  and  for  good  reason.  One  night 
in  1921  his  lightless  buggy  was  hit  by  an  auto  in 
Buffalo  Road.  Then  again  in  1931,  he  was  hit  and 
his  mule,  Jenny,  was  killed.  He  himself  was  injured 
badly.  After  his  wife  died,  he  was  cared  for  by  a 
Chili  family,  and  died  in  1936  at  the  age  of  76  with¬ 
out  any  known  relatives. 


Up  To  The  Minute 

•  Shoe  Repair  Shop  # 

501  CHILI  AVE. 

Rochester  24,  New  York 


Cong/tatultafrons 

TOWN  OF  GATES 

ON  YOUR  SESQUICENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION 


BARTRAM'S 

AUTO  SHOPPING  PLAZA 
IS  FOR  PEOPLE  WHO 
SHOP  FOR  QUALITY 
AND  DON'T  MIND 

Paying  A  Little  Less 


wifoam 


CHRYSLER  •  PLYMOUTH 


FRED  BARTRAM 

President 


NOBODY- 


BEATS 4  BAKTAAM  DEAL 


ON  A 

BRAND  NEW 


CHRYSLER, 

PLYMOUTH 

OR 


VALIANT 


2525  WEST  HENRIETTA  ROAD 


BR  1-3100 


They  Fought 
To  Keep  Our 
Country  Free 


Residents  of  the  Town  of  Gates  have  served 
their  country  in  the  Nation’s  wars  beginning  with 
the  Revolution.  Some  gave  their  lives  for  American 
ideals  —  others  returned  to  shoulder  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  they  had  left  behind  and  to  help  in  the 
building  of  their  community. 

In  the  Gates  Centre  Cemetery  are  buried  two 
REVOLUTIONARY  WAR  VETERANS,  Joe  Gil¬ 
bert,  a  member  of  Capt.  Woodbridge  Company, 
in  Col.  Swift’s  Connecticut  Regiment,  who  died  in 
1850  at  the  age  of  93,  and  David  Gage,  whose 
regiment  is  not  listed.  He  died  in  1844. 

Also  buried  in  this  little  cemetery  are  three 
CIVIL  WAR  VETERANS:  William  L.  Caudle, 
Company  I,  13th  New  York  Infantry;  David  Carter, 
Company  D,  108th  Regiment,  and  George  Beecher 
Sperry,  whose  regiment  is  unknown. 

Three  CIVIL  WAR  VETERANS  are  buried  in 
Elmgrove  Cemetery:  Obadiah  G.  Lansing,  Com¬ 
pany  K,  52nd  New  York  Volunteers;  Louis  Saun¬ 
ders,  No.  2  Vermont  Volunteers,  and  Gon  Ellison, 
Company  K,  13th  New  York  Infantry. 

In  Holy  Ghost  Cemetery  are  the  headstones  of 
Anthony  Klein  and  Michael  Hockbruckner,  also 
CIVIL  WAR  VETERANS,  but  there  is  no  record 
of  their  regiments. 

To  the  many  brave  men  from  Gates  who 
answered  their  country’s  call,  these  pages  are 
dedicated. 


WILLIAM  W.  LOUD 

AMERICAN  LEGION 
POST  No.  98 

William  W.  Doud  Post,  No.  98  of  the  American 
Legion  was  named  after  William  W.  Doud,  son  of 
Frank  and  Margaret  Doud,  a  member  of  the  309th 
Heavy  Field  Artillery  during  World  War  I,  killed  in 
action  near  Grand-Pre,  France,  on  November  1,  1918. 
In  June,  1919,  a  group  of  former  members  of  the 
309th  gathered  together,  headed  by  James  P.  O’Con¬ 
nor,  Major  of  the  78th  Division,  to  discuss  the  de¬ 
sirability  of  forming  an  American  Legion  Post.  After 
considerable  discussion,  an  application  for  a  charter 
was  made  and  it  was  granted  on  July  8,  1919.  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Bell  was  elected  Commander,  Patrick  H. 
Ryan,  1st  Vice-Commander,  Leon  Metzger,  Adju¬ 
tant,  and  Louis  J.  Glaser,  Treasurer. 

From  1919  to  1930,  the  Post  met  at  Hickatoo 
Hall  on  State  Street.  In  1930,  the  Post  undertook  the 
task  of  providing  for  a  new  home.  Past  Commander 
Frank  Loewenguth  was  delegated  to  consult  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Doud  as  to  the  location.  Both 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  permanent  Doud  Post 
Home  might  be  erected  on  Buffalo  Road  in  the  Town 
of  Gates.  The  trustees  were:  Frank  Loewenguth,  Pat¬ 
rick  Ryan  and  Roy  Flowerday.  These  trustees  pur¬ 
chased  the  farm  known  as  the  Steve  West  Estate. 

From  the  date  of  purchase  to  February,  1937,  the 
Post  met  in  the  farm  house  fronting  Buffalo  Road. 
In  February,  1937,  a  fire  occurred,  which  razed  the 
home.  The  old  buildings  in  the  rear  were  remodeled 
for  a  temporary  home  where  the  Post  could  hold  its 
meetings.  Immediately  after  the  fire,  a  Building 
Committee  was  appointed  under  the  direction  of 
Commander  Albert  Seibold  and  Chairman  Frank 
Schmidt.  Through  entertainment  and  other  func¬ 
tions,  a  building  fund  was  established  and  in  July, 
1939,  sufficient  funds  were  available.  On  October  27, 
1939,  the  eve  of  the  20th  Anniversary  of  the  death 
of  William  Doud,  ground  was  broken  by  Daddy 
Doud.  On  November  11,  1939,  just  twenty-one  years 
after  the  Armistice  of  World  War  I,  with  ceremonies 
befitting  the  occasion,  the  cornerstone  was  laid  by 
Mr.  Doud.  The  building  was  completed  and  formally 
opened  on  May  22,  1940.  The  building  presently  is 
used  for  social  and  legion  activities.  The  hall  accom¬ 
modates  400  persons.  Several  County  Legion  Con¬ 
ventions  have  been  held  at  the  home. 


THE  MEN  OF  GATES  WHO  GAVE  THEIR 
LIVES  IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  THEIR  COUNTRY 


! 


i 


Gerald  Bauman 
Robert  A.  Clarke 
Robert  C.  Davenport 
Eugene  Fava 
William  Charles  Francis 
Charles  Kramb 
James  Kramb 
John  Kramb 
James  P.  Payne 
Richard  J.  Scheid 
Harold  Schott 
William  J.  Sharpe 
George  Walch 
Robert  Wegman 


the  Korean  Conflict 


WORLD  WAR  I 

William  Wiley  Doud 
Anthony  Wigbert  Fein 
Alexander  Gorczynski 
Max  A.  Ludkte 
Frank  A.  Meaney 
George  Maier 
John  Max  Page 
Russell  C.  Perrin 
Bernard  Joseph  Witzel 


KOREAN  CONFLICT 

George  L.  Leidecker 
Laurence  H  Nelson 
Joseph  M.  Quagley 


On  this  monument,  which  stands  in  front  of  the 
Gates  Town  Hall,  is  inscribed  the  names  of  those 
residents  of  the  Town  who  gave  their  lives  for 
their  country  in  World  War  I,  World  War  II  and 


WORLD  WAR 

Harry  F.  Balmer 


. 


GATES  SESQUICENTEOIAL  CELEBRATION  DAYS 

COMMITTEE 


COSTANZO  J.  CARUSO,  General  Co-Chairman  NELSON  DENNIS,  General  Co-Chairman 


Frank  F.  Kipers  . 

Costanzo  J.  Caruso 

Nelson  Dennis  . 

Mrs.  Angelo  Morticelli 

William  Elser 

Neil  Bubel  . 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


Honorary  Chairman 

.  Program 

Program 
Recording  Secretary 
Treasurer 
Legal 


Regis  Mooney  .  Revenue 

Gordon  E.  Cole  .  Public  Relations 

Mrs.  Lyle  Thomas  .  Historian 

Harold  Beam  . High  School  Co-Ordinator 

Anthony  Quattrone  .  Parade 

Harrison  Kelly  .  Historical  Book  Advertising 


Historical  Book  .  Mrs.  Lyle  Thomas  and 

Mrs.  Gordon  E.  Cole,  co-authors;  Gordon  E. 
Cole,  creative  design;  Harrison  Kelly,  adver¬ 
tising;  Costanzo  J.  Caruso,  consultant. 


Gay  Nineties  . 

John  H.  Gould,  Jr. 

Youth  Street  Dance 

Duane  Neu 

Motorcade  &  Luncheon 

William  Elser, 

Chicken  Barbecue 

Mrs.  Lyle  Thomas 

Matthew  McGuire 

Opening  &  Closing  Ceremonies  William  Forbes 

Outdoor  Art  Show 

Jack  Wolsky, 

Pioneer  Home-Coming 
Reception 

Mrs.  Robert  Di  Salvio 

Mrs.  Norman  Murray 

Food  &  Concessions 

.  Fred  E.  Brown,  Jr. 

Keystone  Koppers  & 
Bearded  Brothers 

Robert  Martz, 

Round  &  Square  Dance 

Costanzo  J.  Caruso 

Henry  Mandara 

Youth  Activity  Day 

Mrs.  Charles  Wicks,  Jr. 

White  Elephant  Auction 

Mrs.  Albert  Shartran 

Baked  Goods  Contest 

&  Auction 

Mrs.  Arthur  Roberts 

Fashion  Show 

Miss  Magdalena  DeMay 

Angelo  Mancini 

Dr.  Felix  Balonek 
&  Harold  Pyritz 

Mrs.  Stephen  Sorochtey 

Neil  Bubel 

James  Kane,  Nelson  Dennis 

Henry  Indovina 

Police  Chief  William  Stauber, 
Chief  of  Civil  Defense  Clarence  Kelly 

Edward  Ver  Wiere, 
George  Forsith 

Americo  Giralico, 
Ludwig  Fiorito 

Mrs.  Carl  Blind, 
Mrs.  James  Crelly 

George  Stewart 

Louis  B.  Goler 

American  Red  Cross 
Mobile  Trailer 

Town  Float  ( SesquiQueen)  Richard  Young 

Sesqui-Belle  Participation  Miss  Magdalena  DeMay, 

Mrs.  Glenn  Heinzman 

High  School  Poster  Contest  Mrs.  Genevieve  Drost 

Parade  Marshall  Lynn  Curry 


COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN 

Headquarters 

Little  League  & 

Lassie  Program 

Queen  &  Court 

Golf  Tournament 

Church  Services 

Beard  Contest 

Police  Protection 
&  Control 

Fire  Marshalls 

Grounds 

Corresponding  Secretaries 

Historical  Movie 
Fireworks 
First  Aid 


Site  1 

Site  2 

Site  3 

Site  4 

Site  5 


Site  6 

Site  7 

Site  8 
Site  9 


Tour  of  the  Town 


GATES  TOWN  HALL  (1940)  Administra¬ 
tive  offices  of  the  Town  of  Gates.  Formerly 
offices  were  maintained  in  the  homes  of 
acting  officials.  1548  Buffalo  Road. 
SHELL  SERVICE  STATION— Location 
of  former  Howard  House  erected  by  Eleazer 
Howard  in  1823.  The  former  landmark  was 
razed  in  1956.  1436  Buffalo  Road. 
BECKER  MARKET,  INC.  —  Landmark 
formerly  known  as  Union  Hall.  1461  Buf¬ 
falo  Road. 

GATES  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
(1828)  This  church  was  organized  in  the 
ballroom  of  the  Howard  House.  The  present 
building  was  erected  in  1908.  In  the  ad¬ 
joining  cemetery  lie  two  veterans  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  1439  Buffalo  Road. 
DOLOMITE  PRODUCTS  CO.  —  At  the 
Gates  Branch  of  Dolomite  Products  Com¬ 
pany,  Lockport  dolomitic  limestone  is 
quarried,  crushed,  washed  and  sorted  in 
sizes,  shipments  are  loaded  onto  freight 
cars,  canal  boats  and  trucks.  Dolomitic 
limestone  is  a  special  variety  of  limestone 
containing  quantities  of  the  magnesium 
calcium  carbonate  mineral  known  as  “dolo¬ 
mite”.  The  property  was  formerly  Becker 
Limestone  Co.  owned  by  Fred  Becker.  1300 
Buffalo  Road. 

LYNN  CURRY  HOME  —  Robert  Curry, 
grandfather  of  Lynn  Curry  settled  this 
homestead  in  1834.  The  original  dwelling 
of  colonial  structure  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  present  house  is  approximately  100 
years  old.  995  Buffalo  Road. 

DOUD  POST  (1939)  American  Legion 
Post  No.  98  named  for  Wm.  W.  Doud  who 
died  in  France  during  World  War  I.  898 
Buffalo  Road. 

OUTER  LOOP  —  Highway  which  will 
eventually  circle  the  City  of  Rochester. 

ST.  ANDREW’S  SEMINARY  (1949) 
Bishop  James  E.  Kearney  laid  the  corner¬ 
stone  in  which  rests  a  stone  from  St.  An¬ 
drew’s  Cathedral,  P)ngland.  Four  years  high 
school  and  two  years  college  are  available 
under  State  Charter.  1150  Buffalo  Road. 

ELSER’S  GROVE  —  For  more  than  25 
years  the  largest  private  picnic  grounds  in 
western  New  York,  Elser’s  Grove  was  the 
scene  of  nationality,  political,  church,  fra¬ 
ternal  and  shop  gatherings.  1246  Buffalo 
Road. 


Site  11  GATES  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  (1961)  Char¬ 
ter  granted  1960.  Formally  opened  January 
3,  1961.  Member  of  Monroe  County  Li¬ 
brary  System.  This  landmark  was  built  in 
1914  for  the  Gates  Grange  No.  421.  1408 
Buffalo  Road. 

Site  1 1 A  REUBEN  L.  FIELD  HOUSE— This  land¬ 
mark  was  purchased  by  Reuben  L.  Field 
in  1875  from  the  Booth  family.  Until  a 
short  time  ago  the  house  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  Field’s  daughter,  Mary  Field  Chase. 
Buffalo  Road. 

Site  12  WESTERN  EXPRESSWAY  —  Linking 
Rochester  to  New  York  State  Thruway  at 
LeRoy.  Expected  completion  1964. 

Site  13  ROBERT  CURRIER  TAVERN  (1864) 
Brick  portion  of  Ackerman’s  Hotel,  2589 
Lyell  Avenue,  formerly  Robert  Currier 
Tavern. 

Site  14  LYELL-SPENCERPORT  PLAZA  —  Six 
store  shopping  center  erected  in  1959.  2400 
Lyell  Avenue. 

Site  15  J.  M.  FIELDS — Department  Store  to  be 
officially  opened  summer  of  1963.  100 

Spencerport  Road. 

Site  16  ST.  THEODORE’S  CHURCH  (  1924) 
First  church  building  erected  1925.  Present 
building  erected  1957.  School  established 
in  1925.  Convent  completed  May,  1963. 
168-177  Spencerport  Road. 

Site  17  WARREN  HARDING  SCHOOL— School 
erected  in  1925.  Original  school  district 
dates  back  to  1827.  332  Spencerport  Road. 

Site  18  GATES-CHILI  FIRE  HOUSE  No.  2  — 
Long  Pond  and  Spencerport  Roads. 

Site  19  NORTH  GATES  WESLEYAN  METHO¬ 
DIST  CHURCH  (1929)  Land  was  given 
by  James  Youngs,  a  building  contractor, 
who  for  many  years  lived  in  this  area.  Mr. 
Youngs’  widow,  Mrs.  Christina  Youngs,  95 
years  of  age,  resides  at  2115  Long  Pond 
Road. 

Site  20  FALLS  BRANCH  NEW  YORK  CEN¬ 
TRAL  RAILROAD — Trains  through  here 
are  en  route  to  Niagara  Falls. 

Site  21  TROLLEY  BOULEVARD  —  This  is  the 
railroad  bed  of  the  old  B.  L.  &  R.  (Buffalo, 
Lockport  &  Rochester)  electric  line  which 
was  completed  in  1908. 

Site  22  GATES-GREECE  TOWN  LINE  ROAD— 
This  is  the  boundary  line  of  the  towns  of 
Gates  and  Greece.  The  Town  of  Greece 
was  set  off  from  Gates  in  1822. 
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Site  23  JOHN  STATT  HOMESTEAD  —  Adam 
and  Julia  Statt  settled  in  Gates  in  1838. 
The  brick  home,  1781  Long  Pond  Road, 
was  the  home  of  their  son,  John  Statt, 
father  of  Theodore  Statt.  Mrs.  Edna  Statt, 
widow  of  Theodore  Statt,  resides  at  1849 
Long  Pond  Road. 

Site  24  GATES  BOWL  —  Erected  1960.  645 
Spencerport  Road. 

Site  25  WESTLAWN  MANOR  APARTMENTS 
— First  apartment  house  building  in  the 
Town  of  Gates.  Completed  1962.  1015 
Spencerport  Road. 

Site  26  ELMGROVE — This  is  a  settlement  divided 
between  the  towns  of  Gates  and  Greece. 
It  was  named  for  a  clump  of  elm  trees 
along  the  railroad.  The  portion  of  Greece 
along  the  Barge  Canal  was  formerly  called 
Henpeck  and  was  a  very  active  spot  at  the 
time  of  heavy  traffic  on  the  Erie  Canal. 

Site  27  ELMGROVE  METHODIST  CHURCH 
AND  CEMETERY  (1828)  Methodist 
Society  formed  in  1828.  In  1848  a  building 
was  erected  at  this  site.  It  was  destroyed 
by  fire  and  rebuilt  in  1904.  In  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  cemetery  are  the  graves  of  early 
pioneers  of  Gates. 

Site  28  MANITOU  ROAD  —  Western  boundary 
line  between  the  towns  of  Gates  and  Ogden. 
Ogden  was  founded  in  1817  as  a  division 
of  the  Town  of  Parma  which  had  been  set 
off  from  Northampton  in  1808. 

Site  29  “DUTCH  SETTLEMENT"— A  small  set¬ 
tlement  of  houses  located  on  Lyell  Road 
near  Manitou  Road. 

Site  30  “SCIENCE  HILL  SCHOOL”— The  lovely 
home  atop  Science  Hill  at  2510  Manitou 
Road  is  the  former  schoolhouse. 

Site  31  HARRIS  SEED  COMPANY  (  1876) 
Founded  by  Joseph  Harris  who  was  born 
and  educated  in  England.  Nationally 
known  seed  company.  There  is  a  century- 
old  farmhouse  adjoining  the  property.  The 
president  of  the  company  is  Mr.  Joseph 
Harris,  grandson  of  Joseph  Harris,  the 
founder.  3670  Buffalo  Road. 

Site  32  CHURCH  OF  THE  EPIPHANY  —  The 
church  was  organized  in  Rochester  in  1877 
and  in  1960  moved  to  a  beautiful  new 
building  at  its  present  site.  3670  Buffalo 
Road. 

Site  33  GATES-CHILI  FIREHOUSE  No.  3— East 
side  of  Coldwater  Road  near  Buffalo  Road. 

Site  34  HOLY  GHOST  CHURCH  (  1875)  The 
school  was  established  in  1865  and  the 
Holy  Ghost  Convent  in  1958.  240  Cold- 
water  Road. 


Site  35  RUSSER’S  STADIUM  —  This  Little 
League  stadium  is  a  memorial  to  John 
Russer  and  was  purchased  by  the  Little 
League  in  1956.  Coldwater  Road. 

Site  36  TRABOLD  AND  CHERRY  ROADS  — 
This  area  is  most  well-known  as  “Frog- 
hollow”,  made  famous  by  “Frogleg  George” 
who  caught  frogs  in  the  swamps  and  sold 
them  from  a  pushcart  in  Rochester. 

Site  37  CHARLES  ARMSTRONG  HOME  (1875) 
This  landmark  was  built  by  Charles  Arm¬ 
strong  and  is  presently  the  home  of  the 
Goodberlet  family.  2586  Buffalo  Road. 

Site  38  GATES-CHILI  ‘  CENTRAL  SCHOOL 
(1958)  Grades  7-12.  Dedication  service 
held  May  24,  1959.  The  cornerstone  was 
laid  for  the  new  Junior  High  School  May 
20,  1963.  910  Wegman  Road. 

Site  39  PIXLEY  HOMESTEAD— This  landmark 
is  the  former  home  of  the  Pixley  and  Munn 
families,  long-time  residents  of  Gates. 
Pixley  Road. 

Site  40  PIXLEY  INDUSTRIAL  PARK— Seventy 
(70)  acre  industrial  site  within  easy  access 
to  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  and  the 
Western  Expressway. 

Site  41  BROOKLEA  COUNTRY  CLUB  —  Coun¬ 
try  Club  and  Golf  Course.  891  Pixley  Road. 

Site  42  WESTSIDE  DRIVE — Formerly  known  as 
Gates-Chili  Town  Line  Road.  Southwestern 
boundary  line  between  Gates  and  Chili. 

Site  43  AIRPORT  EXPRESSWAY— Direct  route 
from  the  Western  Expressway  at  Westside 
Drive  and  Chili  Avenue  to  the  Outer  Loop 
Exchange  at  Brooks  Avenue. 

Site  44  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  OF  OUR  SAVI¬ 
OUR  (1945)  The  present  building  was 
completed  in  1961.  2405  Chili  Avenue. 

Site  45  WASHINGTON  IRVING  SCHOOL 
(1930)  Original  school  district  formed 
1826.  Chili  Avenue. 

Site  46  GATES-CHILI  FIREHOUSE  No.  1— At 
this  site  the  original  No.  1  school  district 
building  was  located.  The  first  fire  depart¬ 
ment  building  was  the  former  schoolhouse. 
Chili  Avenue. 

Site  47  WESTGATE  PLAZA — 26  store  shopping 
center  erected  1958.  C  hili  Avenue,  Howard 
Road  and  Brooks  Avenue. 

Site  48  BALTIMORE  &  OHIO  RAILROAD  DE¬ 
POT  (1913)  Line  through  this  section  runs 
south  to  Salamanca.  Brooks  Avenue. 


Site  49  ROCHESTER-MONROE  COUNTY  AIR¬ 
PORT — A  portion  of  this  land  was  annexed 
in  1947  from  the  Town  of  Gates  by  the 
City  of  Rochester.  The  airport  is  owned 
and  operated  by  the  County  of  Monroe. 
Construction  is  now  under  way  for  a  Jet 
Port. 

Site  50  BUELL  ROAD — Site  of  Airport  Motel, 
Airport  Lanes  and  various  light  industrial 
companies. 

Site  51  WESTSIDE  MEDICAL  CENTER  (1958) 
A  modern  new  building  with  medical  and 
dental  offices  and  a  pharmacy.  1160  Chili 
Avenue. 

Site  52  HINCHEY-CHILI  PLAZA  —  The  first 
shopping  plaza  in  Gates  was  opened  in 
1949.  It  contains  numerous  stores,  offices 
and  Sunset  Bowling  Lanes.  It  was  ravaged 
by  fire  in  1959  and  was  rebuilt.  Chili 
Avenue  and  Hinchey  Road. 

Site  53  HINCHEY  HOMESTEAD  —  Family 
homestead  of  William  S.  Hinchey.  The 
Hinchey  family  dates  back  to  1810  when 
Mr.  Hinchey’s  grandfather,  William  Hin¬ 
chey,  settled  in  Gates.  The  first  clapboard 
house  in  Gates  was  built  on  this  property. 
634  Hinchey  Road. 

Site  54  ST.  HELEN’S  CHURCH  (1940)  Mission 
Chapel  of  St.  Helen’s  was  dedicated  1930. 
The  School  was  established  in  1943  and 
the  present  church  was  completed  in  1962. 
Hinchey  Road  and  Lettington  Drive. 

Site  55  WISHING  WELL  RESTAURANT  — 
Landmark  which  dates  back  many  years. 
Was  known  as  the  Peacock  Room  in  1914. 
It  became  the  Wishing  Well  in  1939.  It 
was  consumed  by  fire  in  1960  and  was 
beautifully  rebuilt  and  redecorated.  1190 
Chili  Avenue. 


Among  the  earliest  settlers  in  North  Gates  were 
the  Bruce,  Frye,  Burchard,  Reynolds,  Hotto  and 
Statt  families.  Mrs.  Theodore  Statt  of  1849  Long 
Pond  Road,  whose  husband’s  family  came  to  North 
Gates  in  1838,  recalls  that  the  Statt’s  originally 
owned  38  acres  of  land  some  of  which  was  taken 
when  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  laid  tracks 
along  the  Erie  Canal  and  more  when  the  R.  L.  &  B. 
Trolley  line  was  built.  The  Statt’s  were  dairy  farm¬ 
ers,  as  were  most  of  the  early  residents. 


Mrs.  Clifford  Moore,  a  life-long  resident  of  North 
Gates,  whose  century-old  home  is  located  at  341 
Mercer  Street,  is  a  decendent  of  the  Frye’s,  who 
settled  here  at  a  very  early  date.  Mrs.  Moore’s 
great  grandfather  Frye  had  a  blacksmith  shop  on 
Long  Pond  Road.  Another  great  grandfather  by  the- 
name  of  Bidlack,  had  a  cooper  shop  on  Lyell  Avenue. 
Mrs.  Moore’s  grandfather  Reynolds  drove  one  of  the 
first  horse-cars  in  the  Town  of  Gates.  He  was  a 
Civil  War  veteran  and  lost  his  right  arm  at  the 
Battle  of  Gettysberg.  For  many  years  he  served  as 
Town  Constable. 

Hard  working,  civic  minded  folk,  these  early  res¬ 
idents  established  schools  (District  No.  11  in  1826 
— now  Harding  School:  St.  Theodore’s  in  1925) 
and  churches  (Gates  Wesleyan  Methodist  in  1929; 
St.  Theodore’s  in  1924)  to  serve  their  educational 
and  spiritual  needs.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore 
Statt  were  instrumental  in  organizing  St.  Theodore’s 
Church  and  School  and  Mrs.  Statt  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Daughters  of  Freedom  and  active  in 
the  Gates  Red  Cross  Branch,  and  North  Gates 
Home  Bureau  Unit. 

EARLY  EPIDEMICS  TOOK  MANY  LIVES 

Cholera,  the  dreaded  disease  which  was  re¬ 
sponsible  for  many  deaths  in  earlier  years,  first  made 
its  appearance  in  the  Genesee  River  area  in  1832 
when  it  occurred  in  epidemic  proportions.  It  re¬ 
turned  again  the  following  year  and  again  in  1849 
and  1852.  Another  dreaded  disease,  Smallpox,  oc¬ 
curred  in  1872  and  was  followed  by  a  more  severe 
epidemic  in  1902  and  1903. 
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The  official  Souvenir  Headquarters  and  Information  Center 
is  located  at  the  Westgate  Plaza  Mall.  Angelo  Mancini 
and  Mrs.  John  Amesbury  are  on  duty  daily.  Souvenirs  are 
also  available  at  Paine  Drug  Co.,  2388  Lyell  Ave.  For  in¬ 
formation  about  the  Sesquicentennial  program,  phone  head¬ 
quarters,  ID  6-2600. 


Your  Personal  Sesquicentennial 
PHOTO  ALBUM 

Paste  your  own  snapshots  here  and  preserve  your  personal  record  of  this  historical 
Sesquicentennial  Celebration. 
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